Louisiana Senate

Final 2001 Regular Session
L egidative Highlights

AGRICULTURE
Contact: Todd Parker (225) 342-3565

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION

Senate Concurrent Resolution 134 by Senator Smith (adopted) requeststhe President of the United
States and memoridizes Congress to expand and increase funding for agricultura conservation programs. Such
programs have a profound beneficia impact on wildlife habitats and water quality in Louisiana, including
ameliorating the nutrient loading of riversand streamsthat contributeto theannual occurrence of hypoxiainthe
Gulf of Mexico, while aiding rural communities and benefitting farmers.
ANIMAL WELFARE

HouseBill 2062 by Repr esentative Schwegmann (Act 656) createsthe Louisiana Anima Welfare
Commission within the office of the governor. The commission's purposeisto assst the governor's Office of
Community Programswith ensuring and promoting the well-being of dogsand cats. Among the powersand duties
of the commission arethe assisting in the recovery of lost animalsand the provision of apublic pet information
service.
CATFISH AND CRAWFISH

HouseConcurrent Resolution 143 by Repr esentative Baudoin (adopted) memorializesCongress
to assist the Federal Trade Commission in preventing the sale of crawfish and catfish imported from Asiaand

Spain at prices with which Louisiana producers cannot compete.
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DOGFIGHTING

Inan effort to assist law enforcement in eliminating dogfighting activities, Senate Bill 866 by Senator
Campbell (Act 734) prohibits the intentional owning, possessing, or training of a dog for the purposes of
dogfighting and authorizes the admissibility of certain dogfighting paraphernaiaas evidence of violating such
prohibitions.

House Bill 1459 by Representative Donelon (Act 547) increases penalties for dogfighting.
Specificaly, it provides that the penalty for dogfighting be not less than $1,000 nor more than $25,000, or
imprisonment, with or without hard labor, for not Iess than one year nor more than ten years, or both.

Many farmersin Louisianaare suffering the consequences of low pricesfor their commodities. This
problem is compounded by the fact that the existing farm bill has not addressed the current circumstances and
needsof farmersin Louisanaaswell asacrossthe United States. Thus, Senate Concurrent Resolution 64 by
Senator Romer o (adopted) memorializes Congress to increase federal aid to Louisianafarmers.

SenateBill 244 by Senator M alone (passed), aproposed constitutional amendment to be submitted
to the votersNovember 5, 2002, createsthe Drought Protection Trust Fund in the congtitution. Senate Bill 762
by Senator Malone (Act 1025), companion legidationto Senate Bill 244, specifically providesthat the source
of moniesin the fund consist of donations, moniesreceived from the federal government for the purposes of
protection, devel opment, and enhancement of groundwater and surface water resources of the sate, and any other
monies which may be appropriated to the fund. The fund will be used solely for the following:

Q) Payments to farmers who have been using at least one million gallons of aquifer water per

irrigation day for the past five yearsfor irrigation and eect not to plant during periods of drought,

as determined by the office of soil and water conservation, Department of Agriculture and
Forestry.
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2 The devel opment and enhancement of surface water resourcesfor use by farmersfor irrigation
purposes, including but not limited to reconnal ssance surveys for the identification of potentia
geographical areassuited for additional surfacewater devel opment and the planning, designing,
and ingtallation of surface water devel opment and enhancement projects, but only if one hundred
percent of federal funds are not available for the same services.

FORMOSAN TERMITES

HouseBill 1711 by Representative Thompson (Act 167) limitsthe authority of the commissioner of
agricultureand forestry when implementing the Formosan Termite I nitiative to articlesactually infested with
Formosan termites and removes his authority to require the use of chemically treated wood in all new home
construction.
MAD COW DISEASE

HouseBill 524 by Repr esentative Thompson (Act 11) requiresthe packaging of commercial feed
containing protein derived from mammaian tissue to bear thewords Do not feed to ruminants’. The Act prohibits
thesecommercid feedsfrom being manufactured or distributed for consumption by cattleand other ruminantsand
provides penalties for violations.
PEST CONTROL OPERATORS

HouseBill 1497 by Representative Pinac (Act 551) requiresthat currently effective standard termite
protection contracts be transferable to subsequent owners upon payment of an annua fee prior to the contract's
expiration date. The Act requires pest control operatorsto issue acopy of the contract to the owner or agent of
the treated property within 30 days of receiving awritten request from the owner or agent.
SOUTHERN DAIRY COMPACT

Thevolatility influid milk pricing has dealt asevere blow to Louisianas dairy industry over the past

severd years. Thus, House Concurrent Resolution 93 by Representative Strain (enrolled) memoriaizes
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Congressto ratify the Southern Dairy Compact to provide asafety net to dairy farmers by maintaining stable milk
prices.
TRANSPORTING OF DISEASED ANIMALS

HouseBill 1913 by Representative Strain (Act 650) prohibits anyone from knowingly bringing into
the state, transporting through the state, or moving within the state any adulterated meet or diseased livestock or

animals without the express written approval of the commissioner of agriculture and forestry.
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BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Contact: Tim Prather (225) 342-8892

Inan effort to insure the health of the citizens of Louisiang, Senate Bill 229 by Senator Schedler (Act
1944), establishesabirth defectssurveillance sysemwithinthe DHH to collect, andyze, interpret, and disseminate
datarelativeto birth defectsin the state, which are diagnosed before a child reachesthree years of age. Theact
prohibitsreporting sourcesfrom collecting or reporting theinformation whenever thereisawritten objection by
the parent or lega guardian based on conflict dueto rdigioustenetsor practices and providesthat identifying data
in the surveillance system would be confidential and not subject to discovery.

Theact requiresannual reporting on the results obtained through the surveillance syssem. Toaidinthe
collection of information, the act further establishes an advisory board, appointed by the secretary of the
department to make recommendati onson theimplementati on and continuing operation of thesurvelllance system.
WILDLIFE RESOURCES

To help further educate L ouisiana s sportsmen, Senate Bill 359 by Senator M cPherson (Act 322)
creates the L ouisiana Hunting and Fishing Education Advisory Council.

The act establishesthe council within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesto promote the many
benefits of hunting and fishing and to educate the citizens of L ouisiana on those many benefits. The council
membership is voluntary and the members receive no compensation or reimbursement of expenses.

The LouisianaHunting and Fishing Education Advisory Council isto meet at least twice annualy and
develop plansand strategiesto promote public awarenessrel ativeto the fees, taxes, and other traditiona expenses

huntersand fishermen providewhich help support the management of wildlife resourcesand habitat management.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

To help addressthe problem of unsolicited phone callsin our state, House Bill 175 by Repr esentative
Iles (Act 40), alowsresidentia telephone subscribersto be placed on a"do not cal” list which would indicate
that the subscriber does not wish to receive telephone solicitations. The subscriber will have to notify the Public
Service Commission that he wishesto be placed on thelist and submit a$5 initid listing fee. Thelisting will be
renewed every five years upon receipt of arenewa noticeand a$5 fee. The PSC will update the list quarterly
and provide the list to telephone solicitors for afee. All fees would be made payable to the PSC for the
administration of this service.

The act prohibitstelephone solicitors from making tel ephone solicitations to telephone numberslisted on
the"do not cal" list and further prevents any solicitorswho sdll consumer information from sdlling the telephone
numberson the"do not call” list. Theact requires solicitorsto post abond of $50,000in favor of the stateto
guarantee the payment of penalties assessed. The PSC will ensure that local exchange companies notify their
customers of thelist through monthly insertsin or messages on the billing statementsto the customersand a so
through anoticein the consumer information pages of thelocal telephonedirectories. The PSC will bea lowed
to investigate any complaintsand impose"administrative” pendties not to exceed $1,500 for each violation, or
$3,000 for violations committed against subscribers over age 65.

ETHICSBOARD

House Bill 270 by Representative Landcaster (Act 291), relative to the Board of Ethics which
consisted of 11 members: seven gppointed by the governor (one from each congressiond didtrict); two members
el ected by the House of Representatives; and two members el ected by the Senate and further requiresthat the

members be representative of the state's population as near as practicable. Current law also requires such
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members to be from nominees who are selected by a nominating committee composed of the presidents of
Centenary College of Louisana, Dillard University & New Orleans, LouisanaCollege, LoyolaUniversity a New
Orleans, Our Lady of Holy Cross College at New Orleans, Our Lady of the Lake College a Baton Rouge, and
Xavier University of Louisianaat New Orleans; and the dean of H. Sophie Newcomb College of Tulane
University.

Theact removesthe provision requiring one of the governor's appointeesto bearetired or former judge
or justice. Theact aso removesthe restriction which prohibits any person from being digible for nomination or
selection to the Board of Ethicsif he or his spouse contributed more than $1,000 in the aggregate during the 12
months prior to his nomination or selection or more than $5,000 in the aggregate for afive-year period prior to
his nomination or selection to any of the colleges or universities on the nominating committee.
JUDGES

Addressing theissue of judicial compensation, House Bill 274 by Representative Martini (Act 225)
requiresthe Judicia Compensation Commission to submit itsrecommendations concerning judges sadariestothe
legidature 60 days prior to the commencement of any regular session of thelegidaturein an even-numbered year
and permitsareport to be submitted every two yearstheregfter a any regular session of thelegidaturein an even-
numbered year. Theact authorizesthelegidature to adopt by concurrent resol ution the same recommendations
contained in the most recent report of the commission at aregular session convened in an odd-numbered year or
at any extraordinary session if the recommendations are included within the object of that session.

The act requiresthe salaries recommended in the report to take effect on thefirst day of July of the year
inwhich the recommendationsin the report are approved by concurrent resol ution adopted by afavorable vote

of the mgjority of the el ected members of each house during aregular session of the legidature and requiresthe
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saariesto take effect on the dates specified in the concurrent resolution if the resolution concerning the saary
recommendations is adopted during an extraordinary session of the legisature.
INSURANCE/HEALTH

Current law requiresthat the La. Hedlth Care Commission in the Dept. of Insurance study the avail ability
and affordability of health care in the state and to submit its recommendations on these matters to the
commissioner of insurance. Currently, the commission iscompaosed of 45 members, most of whom are gppointed
by the commi ssioner of insurancefrom nominationsby various organizations. House Bill 878 by Repr esentative
Johns (Act 67), deletesthe members appointed from nominations by the La. Citizens Action and the Imperia
Calcaseu Hedlth Care Alliance. Instead, the bill would provide for nominations from the National Federation
of Independent Businessesand the La. State Program for the American Association of Retired Persons. Theact

further redesignatesthe La. Health Insurance A ssociation, which submitsanomineg, asthe La. Hedth Planand

specifies that the nominee of the American Association of Retired Persons shall be a volunteer representa

Current law further provides that a quorum for the transaction of business by the commission shall be

defined by itsbylaws. The act changesthe quorum requirement to 40% of the membership of the commission.

tive.
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CAPITAL OUTLAY
Contact: Frankie King (225) 342-8893

CAPITAL OUTLAY
HouseBill 2 by Representative Hammett (Act 22), providesfor the comprehensive capital outlay

budget, the devel opment and expansion, for Fisca Y ear 2001-2002, including funding from thefollowing sources

of monies:

(1)  State General Fund $ 7,382,000
(2)  Federa Funds $ 42,755,857
(3)  Federal Funds- TTF $ 442,000,000
(4)  Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) $ 187,150,000
(5  TIME Funds $ 70,330,438
(6) Interagency Transfers $ 9,000,000
(7)  Other Statutory Dedications $ 6,608,168
(8) Fees and Self-Generated Revenues $ 72,378,039
(9) Reappropriated Cash $ 9,009,945
(10) Revenue Bonds $ 258,279,050
TOTAL CASH PORTION $1,104,893,497

Authorizesthe funding of certain capitd outlay projectsfrom the sale of generd obligation bondsfor the projects
delineated as follows:

Priority 1 $ 567,735,000

Priority 2 $ 356,365,300

Priority 3 $ 126,968,750
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Priority 4 $ 130,898,900
Priority 5 $ 732,470,000
TOTAL GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS $1,914,437,950
Bonds NRP/RBP $ 4,708,412

GRAND TOTAL ALL MEANS OF FINANCING $3,024,039,859

(BONDS NRP isthe reallocation of previously sold bonds.

BONDS RBP is the appropriation of funding made available from prepayments of reimbursement bond
contracts.)

Senate Bill 200 by Senator Ellington (Act 766), authorizes the Interim Emergency Board to make
certain changesto project descriptions of capital outlay projectsin acapitd outlay act under certain circumstances
upon approval of the legislature by mail ballot.

Senate Bill 289 by Senator Ullo (Act 1128), provides exemption to certain capita outlay requirements

and certain maximum cost limitsfor the construction of buildings not to exceed $500,000 by inmatelabor to house

inmate work programs.
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CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE
Contact: Tracy Sudduth (225) 342-8896

ADOPTION

Senate Bill 30 by Senator Lentini (Senate Judiciary A, deferred) would have allowed an adult
adoptee to view his own birth certificate and adoption records under certain circumstances.

After severa adoption issue billsfailed in various stages of the process, Senate Concurrent Resolution
156 by Senator Ellington (adopted) was passed to establish the Louisana Adoption Study Committee to study
the adoption proceedings in the state.

House Bill 318 by Representative Ansardi (Act 568) enacts anew chapter in the Children's Code
providing for the child's continuing contact with relatives after the adoption in agency adoption cases. This
enactment specifically authori zes continuing contact agreements, specifiesthe procedure, and providesaform for
the agreement.

HouseBill 740 by Repr esentative Sneed (Act 838) providesthat an action to annul an adoption must
be brought within six months from the discovery of thefraud or duressand in no event later than two years after
the signing of the final decree or mailing of the judgment when required.

House Bill 1041 by Representative McM ains (Act 1064) provides additiond requirement in adoption
proceedings that either a surrendering parent or a prospective adoptive parent must be legally domiciled in
Louisianafor at least eight months.

House Bill 1602 by Representative McM ains (Act 910) provides for notice to the birth mother of
any oppositionto an adoption, for thejurisdiction for adoption proceedings, for the prohibition of conflicts of
interests in adoption agencies.

House Concurrent Resolution 181 by Representative McM ains (adopted) directsthe Louisiana
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State Law Indtituteto study adoption proceduresand the congtitutiondity of certain proceduresfor thetermination
of parental rights.
CHILDREN

Senate Concurrent Resolution 19 by Senator Schedler (adopted) creates the Louisiana Child
Vigtation Center Review Commission to study thefeasibility of establishing child vidtation centersin the Sateto
provide safe, supervised settings for noncustodial parents to meet and visit with their children.

SenateBill 456 by Senator Michot (withdrawn) would have alowed the court to order an account
to be opened to maintain child support payments and order an obligeeto render an accounting in which at least
75% of the sumsreceived are expended. The bill specificaly stated that none of the child support payments shdl
be spent on acohoal or tobacco. The provisions of the bill did not apply to recipients of child support payments
who are public entities or obligors who are in violation of a child support order.

Senate Bill 494 by Senator Hines (Act 479) providesthat if ahusband consentsin writing to the use
of hisgametesto conceive achild after hisdesath, that the child will be presumed to be his child, provided the child
was born to the surviving spouse using the decedent's gametes, within two years of the husband's death. Also,
providesthat one year from the birth of such child for an heir or legatee of the decedent whose interest in the
decedent's succession will be reduced to file suit disavowing paternity.

Senate Bill 1076 by Senator Hoyt (Act 499) provides that if a child was conceived through the
commission of afelony rape, the natural parent who committed thefel ony rape shall be denied visitation rights.
Also, provides that the commission of afelony rape by the natura parent which resulted in the conception of the
child shall be grounds for termination of parental rights.

HouseBill 341 by Representative Durand (Act 408) continuestheaimentary obligation and extends
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thechild support obligation for childrenwith certain disabilities, asdefinedin R.S. 28:381, until attaining 22 years
of age, if heisafull-time student in asecondary school. R.S. 28:381 defines "developmenta disability” to mean
asevere chronic disability of a person:
Q) That is attributable to:
@ Mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or autism; or
(b) Any other condition, other than mental ilIness, found to be closdly related to mental retardation
becausethis condition resultsinimpairment of genera intellectua functioning or adaptive behavior
similar to that of mentally retarded persons, or requires treatment or services similar to those
required for these persons.
2 That is manifested before the person reaches age 22.
3 That islikely to continue indefinitely.
4) That resultsin substantia functiond limitationsin three or more of thefollowing areasof mgor life activity:

@ Self-care.

(b) Understanding and use of language.

(© Learning.

(d) Mobility.

(e Self-direction.

()] Capacity for independent living.

House Bill 978 by Representative Murray (Act 425) provides penalties for contempt of court for
violations of child visitation orders when a parent has violated achild vistation order, the court may order any or
al of thefallowing: (1) requirethe custodia parent to dlow additiond visitation daysto replace those denied the
noncustodia parent; (2) require one or both parents to attend a parent education course; and (3) require one or
both parents to attend counseling or mediation.

House Bill 980 by Representative Triche (Act 612) provides for the suspension of any license,

certification, regidtration, permit, gpprova, or other smilar document evidencing admisson to or granting authority

to engagein aprofession, occupation, business, industry, operate amotor vehicle, or participatein any sporting
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activity, including hunting and fishing. Providesthat within 30 days after receipt of acertification of noncompliance,
thelicensing authority shall suspend thelicenseg'slicense and notify him that hislicense hasbeen suspended for
noncompliance with achild support order and providesthat the licensing authority shall specify an exact dateand
hour of suspension, and the natice provided to the licensee shal state the effective date of the suspension and how
to apply for reingtatement. Defines"licensing authority” as any state board, commission, department, agency,
officer, or other entity which issues, authorizes, or otherwise regulates licenses.

HouseBill 1398 by Representative Clarkson (Act 1082) wastheinstrument that came out of months
of weekly meetings held by the Child Support Task Forceand it isarevision of the child support guidelines.
Providesthat an accounting of child support paymentsislimited to the six monthsimmediately prior to thefiling
of themotion. Also providesthat the accounting shall bein theform of an expense and income affidavit for the
childandthat if the court determinesthe motion wasfrivolous, the movant shall pay al court costsand attorney
feesof therecipient of child support. Providesthat when the court determinestheamount of child support because
the combined adjusted grossincomeislessthan thelowest sum on the schedule, the court shall not set an award
less than the minimum child support award of $100.

Defines”joint custody"” asajoint custody order that isnot shared custody, "shared custody” asajoint
custody order in which each parent has physical custody of the child for an equal amount of time, and "split
custody™ asan arrangement whereby each party isthe solecustodia or domiciliary parent of at least onechild to
whom support isdue. Providesthat if under ajoint custody order, the nondomiciliary parent's visitation exceeds
73 days, the court may order acredit to the child support obligation. Authorizesthe court to determine what
congtitutesaday, however aday shall not belessthan four hoursof physical custody of thechild. Providesthat

if thejoint custody order providesfor shared custody, the basic child support obligation ismultiplied by 1.5 and
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then divided between the parentsin proportionto their respective adjusted grossincomes. Requiresthat each
parent's share of the adjusted bas ¢ child support obligation be multiplied by ¥2to determine thetheoretical basic
child support obligation owed to the other parent.

Requiresthat each parent's proportionate share of work-related net child care costs and extraordinary
adjustment be added to theamount previoudy calculated. Providesthat the parent owing the greater amount of
support, according to the previous calculation, shall pay to the other parent the difference between the two
amounts as child support. Providesthat if the court orders split custody, each parent computes atotal child
support obligation for the children in the custody of the other parent. Thiscalculation isthe theoretical support
obligation owed to each parent. Providesthat the parent owing the greater amount of support shall owetothe
other parent the difference between the two amounts as support. Providesfor adeviation from the guidelinesby
the court when the combined adjusted grossincome of the parties exceeds the highest level specified in the
schedule. Providesanew scheduleto be used for determining the basic child support obligation when the parties
combined adjusted monthly gross income is between $10,050 and $20,000.

House Bill 1771 by Representative Pratt (Act 639) establishes a program called the Fatherhood
Initiative for promoting stronger father-child rel ationships and enhancing men's parenting skillsand abilitiesto

provide support for their children and to develop and implement the Fatherhood Initiative plan.

CIVIL PROCEDURE
SenateBill 648 by Senator Dupr e (pending Housefinal) would have required that money judgments,
includingfina judgments, confirmed default judgments, judgmentsreviving money judgments, judgmentsmaking

amoney judgment of another L ouisianacourt executory, and judgmentsin parish, city, and justice of the peace
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courts, provide sufficient information to adequately identify thejudgment debtor which shall include, if known,
race, gender, last known address, and any other information designed to more fully identify the judgment debtor.
Further would have provided that the absence of such required information does not affect therights of the parties
pursuant to the judgment.

Further provided that an owner of immovable property against whom ajudgment has been attached may
provide verification that he is not the same person identified as the debtor in one or more recorded judgments,
liens, privileges, mortgages, or other such documents and the attached judgment shall be removed at no cost to
the owner.

SenateBill 444 by Senator Dar denne (pending Senate Judiciary A Committee), SenateBill 652
by Senator Dupre (Senate Judiciary A Committee, deferred), and Senate Bill 640 by Senator
Marionneaux (pending Senate Judiciary A Committee) all dealt with the monetary threshold required for a
righttotria by jury. Senate Concurrent Study Request 2 by Senator Dupr e (adopted) requeststhe study
of the amount required for aright to trial by jury.

SenateBill 917 by Senator Hainkéd (failed Housefinal) would have provided that the court, oniits
own motion, may refer acivil case for mediation.

House Bill 20 by Representative Bruneau (Act 23) legidatively overrules the "heart of the
corporation” decisonin Dorsey v. J. Ray McDermott, Inc., 750 So.2d 996 (La. App. 4th Cir. 1999), to provide
that venuein an action against aforeign corporation isthat parish whereits primary business officeislocated as
designated by the corporation initsapplicationto do businessin the state. If no designation ismade, then venue
is proper in the parish where the corporation's primary place of businessis located.

HouseBill 241 by Representative Bruneau (Act 407) changesthe procedure for making service of
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processon limited liability companiesto mirror that of corporations by removing the requirement of having the
court appoint an attorney to accept servicefor thelimited liability company and, instead, alowing serviceto be
made on the secretary of state.

House Bill 747 by Representative McMains (Act 417) providesthat if amotion to recuse ajudge
isfiled, or if ajudge recuses himsdlf, the judge ad hoc to hear the motion to recuse or the trid of the case shdl be
selected by arandom process. Also providesthat if amotion to recuse ajudgeisgranted, thetrial of the case
isassigned to a new judge through a random process of selection.

HouseBill 1844 by Representative Townsend (Act 932) providesthat if ajudge recuseshimself, he
shall providewritten reasons specifying the grounds of hisrecusa within 15 days of rendering the order to recuse.

House Bill 1658 by Representative Riddle (pending Senate final) would have provided for the
registration by obligors of an order of support when the obligee is no longer domiciled in this state.
LIABILITY

SenateBill 630 by Senator Dar denne (withdrawn) would have provided that in any actionto recover
damages arising out of the ownership, common maintenance, or operaion of amotor vehicle, the court shal permit
the introduction of evidence of failure to wear a safety belt.

MALPRACTICE

Senate Bill 255 by Senator Fontenot (died in Senate Judiciary A Committee) would have increased
the maximum amount recoverablefor medical mal practice claims, exclusive of future medical careand related
benefits, from $500,000 to $1,000,000.

SenateBill 489 by Senator Lentini (Act 697) providesthat any petition filed and any proceeding held

resulting from amedica ma practice claim once the parties have certified to the court that discovery iscomplete,
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be given priority, to the extent practicable, over any other civil action before the court except those given

preference for parties who are 70 years of age or who have aterminal illness.
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SenateBill 497 by Senator Ellington (Act 95) adds nursing homesto the list of defendants against
whom claims must be filed within one year but no more than three years.

Senate Bill 713 by Senator Ellington (Act 108) redefines "health care provider” in the Medical
Malpractice Act to include nursing homes and certified nurse assistants, and defines"malpractice” inthe Act as
including "acts or omissions in the training or supervision of health care providers.”

SUCCESSIONS

HouseBill 191 by Representative Bruneau (Act 560) repeals provisionsrelative to the construction
of testaments and providesthat dl testate and intestate succession rights shall be governed by thelaw in effect on
the date of the decedent's degth, that the rulesfor interpretation of testaments shall also apply to arevocation or
modification of alegacy or atestament, and that if thelegd effect of aterm used in atestament changes, the court
may consider the law in effect at the time the testament was executed.

HouseBill 360 by Representative Ansardi (Act 572) repeals Civil Code and statutory provisonson
benefit of inventory, which are now obsolete. Providesthat confusion does not take place until asuccessor has
formally or informally accepted the succession.

HouseBill 361 by Representative Ansardi (Act 573) reintroduces express provisions on the subject
of disinherison of forced heirs. The Articles on disinherison were inadvertently repealed in the comprehensive
successonsrevison (Acts 1997, No. 1421). Theact providesthe exclusive ingancesin which aforced heir may
be disinherited for just cause. Provides that disinherison must be both express and for ajust cause.
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE

HouseBill 679 by Representative M cM ains (Act 128) restates, with some modifications, the present

law as set forth in R.S. 10:9-101 et seg. with regard to secured transactions involving movable property as
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collatera (such as equipment, inventory and accounts receivables). The act provides the rules that allow
bus nessesto borrow money from lending ingtitutionswho obtain security (collatera) as protection for their loans.
Theserulesa so determinethe priority in which thelending ingtitutionswill be paid from the collatera whenthere
aremultiple creditors of the same debtor. The rules provide auniform set of laws throughout the nation so that
businessesand lending ingtitutions can do businessin all 50 states under the same set of laws. Whilethisact has
some effect on consumer borrowing (when movabl e property collatera isused), that effect islimited by specia
consumer legidlation and special consumer rules within this act.

Themgjor focusand impact of thisact involves commercia lending to businesses. Present Louisanalaw
isbased on the national Uniform Commercia Code Article9. Theact isbased on the national proposed Revised
U.C.C. Article9, which has been substantially re-written. The other states arein the process of adopting the
revised version of Article9. Thetarget datefor all statesto adopt Revised Article 9 isan effective date of July
1,2001. Revised Article9isthejoint product of the American Law Ingtitute and the National Conference of
Commissionerson Uniform State Laws. Thesegroups|abored over four yearsto producethefina verson of this
new law, whose stated purposeisto modernize and improve present Article 9. Louisana, however, had modified
present Article 9 in severa major ways to meet Louisianas specia needs and to enhance it. In thisregard,
Louisiana had anticipated many of the changes that ultimately found their way into Revised Article9. Asa
consequence, the substantive changesin the law brought about by the adoption of Revised Article 9 are much
greater intheother statesthan they will bein Louisiana. Revised Article9 incorporatesmost of the fundamental
conceptsand principlesof theexisting law of Louisanaon these matters. Thisrevison, however, ismuch longer
than the present law. Revised Chapter 9 contains seven partsingtead of six, and 144 sectionsingtead of 65. Many

provisions found in certain sections have been moved to others and most have been re-numbered. Present
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Chapter 9 hasworked extremely well in Louisianaand now haswide-spread support from interested groups,
including bankers, businessmen, lawvyersand judges. The need for uniform legidlation on thissubject iswell
understood, particularly becausethesesamerul esfacilitateinterstate transactionsand bring much needed capital

to Louisiana.
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COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
Contact: Jeff Oglesbee (225) 342-0597

Perhapsthemost controversid bill of the session, the"Fair Motor Fuel Marketing Act” SenateBill 834
by Senator Hoyt (withdrawn) and HouseBill 1494 by Repr esentative Townsend (call Housefinal) would
have provided for thefair marketing of motor fuel by prohibiting refiners and nonrefiners from selling motor fuel
at retail below their cost if such salesinjure competition.

Under thecurrent Unfair SalesLaw (R.S. 51:421 through 426), originaly enacted in 1940, retailersand
wholesalersarerequired to sell goodsat cost plusa6% surchargeto cover the cost of doing businessin an effort
to insure that businesses do not sell goods below cost with the effect of injuring competition. The practice,
commonly referred to asa"lossleader”, isused draw customersin to purchasetheitem that isbeing sold at aloss
with the anticipation that they will purchase additional items which are sold at a premium cost.

As currently written, the Unfair Sales Law exempts manufactures from the provisions of the law. If
enacted, the"Fair Motor Fuel Marketing Act” would have leveled the playing field by requiring al wholesalers
and dedlersof motor fuel, including manufacturers, to add a6-8% markup in order to cover aproportionate cost
of doing business. Although each measure was successfully voted out of committee, neither the House nor the
Senate passed the legidlation.

In responseto the "Fair Motor Fuel Marketing Act", and in an effort to ease the cost of motor fuel sold
inLouisana, Senator Fontenot proposed Senate Bill 396 (pending House Committee). Taking an dternative
approach to correcting the inequities of the Unfair Sales Law, SB 396 would have exempted the sale of all
petroleum products, including maotor fue, from the Unfair SdesLaw. If passed, thislegidation would have dlowed
for the saleof motor fuel a any price, including at aloss. Although the measure was passed overwhel mingly by

the Senate, it died in the House Commerce committee among concernsthat it would have alowed video poker
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truck stops to entice additional customers by selling motor fuel asa"loss |eader”.

Asacompromise between thetwo measures, Senator Hoyt hasrequested that ajoint committee of the
Senate Commerce and Consumer Protection committee and the House Commerce committee study the Unfair
Sales Law of 1940 and make recommendations to the legislature by March 1, 2002.

Act 144 of the First Extraordinary Session of 2000, which would have created Louisiana, Inc., was
defeated by the voters on November 7, 2000. In responseto thisdefeat, Senator Dar denne, Senator Hollis,
and Representative Pinac introduced a package of bills to reorganize the Department of Economic
Development to streamline the agency in order to encourage business development in the state. Specifically
Representative Pinac sponsored House Bill 293 (Act 6), House Bill 1274 (Act 7), House Bill 1448 (Act 8),
and House Bill 1666 (Act 9).

Referred to by someas”Louisanalite’, the primary objective of the reorganization would be business
development. The Department of Economic Development (DED) would lose its responsibility for an array of
boards and commissions which will be moved to the Governor's Office.

The reorganization of DED further allowsthe agency to hire 15 employees outside of civil service at
saaries between $75,000 and $125,000. Those employees are to be expertsin various sectors of the economy.
Every employeewill be an employee of the state. The agency has aready begun advertising for these new jobs
on the Internet at www.greatjobsinla.org.

Oneof the harshest criticisms of the proposal to privatize the department as Louisianalnc. wasthat it
eliminated many of the safeguards, including public bid laws, that hel p minimize corruption in state government.
Under the current reorganization of DED, the agency will not be privatized. The department will still haveto

follow the safeguards that are designed to protect state money.
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Following the reorganization, which will take effect on July 1, 2001, DED will be charged with identifying
and address ng obstacl esto bus ness devel opment, encouraging col laboration between businessesand universities,
and supporting local economic-development efforts.

Inan effort to protect consumersfrom unwanted tel ephone solicitations Senator Campbell SenateBill
23 (withdrawn), Senator Heitmeier, Senator Cleo Fields, and Representative Iles each introduced
legidation which would alow residentid telephone subscribers to have their names placed on a"do not cal”list.

House Bill 175 by Representative I les (Act 40) alows a telephone subscriber to notify the Public
Service Commission that he wishesto be placed on the "do not call" listing upon the submission of a$5initia
listing fee. Thelisting will be renewed every five years by the PSC upon receipt of arenewa notice and a$5 fee.
Any residentid telephone subscriber who hasan unlisted number will beautometicaly placed onthe"do not call™
list a no charge. All telephone solicitorswill berequired to purchase copiesof the"do not call” list from the PSC.
The PSC isrequired to investigate complaints and impose administrative pendties not to exceed $1,500 for each
violation, or $3,000 for each violation committed against subscribers over the age of 65. All feesand penalties
will go to the PSC for the administration of the program. The program became effective upon signature of the
governor on May 24, 2001.

HouseBill 888 by Representative Pinac (Act 244) enactsthe Uniform Electronic Transactions Act
(UETA) which alowsfor theimplementation and use of € ectronic recordsand €l ectronic signaturesin order to
formavalid and binding contract. UETA will only be applicable to transactions between partiesin which each
party has agreed to conduct transactions by electronic means.

UETA authorizes state agencies to use electronic records and electronic signatures generally for

intergovernmental purposes and to convert written records and manual signaturesto electronic records and
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€lectronic signatures. Following the conversion to e ectronic form, the agency may destroy the written records.
UETA became effective upon signature of the governor on July 1, 2001.

As negoti ations between the state and the New Orleans Saints continue, severd piecesof legidation were
introduced in an effort to keep the Saintsin Louisiana. Thefirst piece of the puzzle, House Bill 2009 by
Representative L eBlanc (Act 2) provided supplementa appropriationsto Nichols State University for repairs
and improvementsto facilitiesfor the New Orleans Saints Training Camp. Following passage of the $985,000
appropriation for improvements, Nichols State and the New Orleans Saints entered into acontract to bring the
Saintstraining camp to Thibodaux for the next four years. According to economist at Nichols State, thetraining
camp brought in $1.6 million to the area's economy last year.

SenateBill 18 by Senator Hallis(Act 1215) authorizesthe L ouisiana Stadium and Exposition District
(LSED) tosdll thenamingrightsto the L ouis ana Superdomewith the gpprova of the Joint L egidative Committee
ontheBudget. Revenues generated by the salling of the naming rightswill be assigned to the entity which holds
an NFL franchiseand leasesthefacility. Itisanticipated that the naming rights could be worth $3 millionto $5
million ayear.

Although not part of the overall plan to keep the Saints, House Bill 243 by Repr esentative Scalise
(Act 1219) allowsthe LSED to sell the naming rights to the New Orleans Arena and Zephyr Field with the
consent of the Joint L egidative Committee on the Budget. Revenues generated by the sal e of the naming rights
would be allocated to the two facilities.

Findly, HouseBill 2013 by Representative M urray (Act 1203) createsthe Sports Facility Assistance
Fund in the state treasury. The program will be funded by income taxes assessed to non-resident, professiona

athletes and sports franchises on income earned while in Louisana. The monies collected would be gppropriated
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to the owner of thefacility, course, adium, or arenaat which the nonresident incomeis earned. The monies must
be used for renovations, additions, operations, or maintenance to the facility. All monies appropriated to the
L ouisianaStadium and Exposition Didtrict (L SED) must be used for renovation of the Superdomeand for stadium
devel opment except for monies derived from the Pacific Coast League which will be used for the basebal facility
in Jefferson Parish.

Each of thesemeasuresformtheinitia pieces of acomprehensive planto keep the New Orleans Saints
franchisein Louisiana. It isexpected that following successful negotiations between the State and the Saints,
implementing legislation will be introduced during the Fall 2001 special session.

HouseBill 1736 by Repr esentative Scalise (Act 388) will prohibit the registration with theintent to
profit and theresell of domain namesthat consist of the name of another living person without their consent.
Awaiting governors signature.

SenateBill 1009 by Senator Wilson Fields (withdrawn) would have prohibited abank from using
fingerprint identification to cash a check drawn on their bank. Failed on the Senate floor.

Inan effort to prevent the unauthorized use of apersonscredit card, House Bill 626 by Repr esentative
Flavin (Act 584) requires that the last five digits of a persons credit card must be omitted from the receipt.
Provides that businesses must be in compliance no later than January 1, 2004.

As a preventive measure to avoid power outagesin Louisiana, Senate Resolution 42 by Senator
Dupre (adopted) and House Resolution 107 by Representative Faucheux (adopted) request the
Department of Economic Devel opment to devel op strategies to encourage the construction of new electric

generating plants.
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COMMUNICATIONS & UTILITIESCONSUMER PROTECTION
Contact: Alan Miller (225) 342-2115

Communications

House Bill 175 by Representative I les (Act 40) creates the "Telephone Solicitation Relief Act of
2001." Thisact established a"do not call” list for residential telephone subscribers who do not wish to receive
telephone solicitations. Over the past three years, severd states have enacted smilar "do not call” legidation, but
Act 40 isthe most restrictive in the nation.

On January 1, 2002, telephone solicitors will cease callsto people who have registered with the Public
Service Commission to have their telephone number placed on the do not call list. In order to be on the do not
cal list, the subscriber must register with the PSC and pay a$5.00 registration fee. Thisregistration and the
accompanying feeareeffectivefor fiveyears. Inorder to do businessin Louis ana, tel ephone solicitors must
register with, and purchase the list from the PSC.

The few exceptionslisted in the Act include: callsin responseto an express request; calls madein
connection with an existing debt; calsmadeby asolicitor that hasany existing relationship with thecaller or a
prior relationship that was terminated no more than six months prior to the call; calls made by non-profit
organizationsthat use volunteer calersto makethe solicitation; and callsmadefor polling, market research or
political purposes.

Any telephone solicitor that callsanumber on the do not cal list is subject to afine of up to $1,500, or
afineof upto $3,000if the cdl ismade to atel ephone subscriber over the age of 65. The PSC will administer
and enforce this program.

Utilities

Therecent increasein energy costs, particularly natural gas prices, served astheimpetus for severa
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legidativeinstruments during the 2001 Regular Sesson. House Bill 1621 by Representative Baylor (Act 629)
requires the PSC to adopt rulesto allow impoverished, elderly utility customers, aswell as cusomerswhose sole
source of incomeis Social Security benefits, personswho receive food stamps, and persons on life-support
systemsin their homes, to pre-enroll in deferred payment programs. The Act prohibits utility companies from
discontinuing service to persons enrolled in this program, aslong asthat customer continuesto pay an amount
required by this program. House Concurrent Resolution 53 by Representative Durand, (adopted)
requeststhe PSC to inquireinto reasonswhy the energy costs have recently risen to astronomicd levelsand report
itsfindingsto the legidature prior to the 2002 Regular Sesson. Senate Concurrent Resolution 97 by Senator
Ullo (adopted) and Repr esentative Holden requests Entergy Corporation to develop mechanismsto assist
utility customersin reducing energy use and increasing energy efficiency. Theresolution further requests Entergy
to provide direct billing assistance to low income households.

During the interim, the Senate Select Committee on Consumer Affairs held several hearings about
increased energy costs. One of the committee's recommendations was that the state, through the Division of
Administration, find out how much energy the State uses and how it can conserve energy in State-owned and
leased facilities. Senate Bill 877 by Senator Campbell (pending House final) and House Bill 1640 by
Representative L eBlanc (Act 1184) enacts the "Energy Management Act of 2001." Under the Act, the
Divison of Adminigtration isrequired to implement areporting method, applicableto al state agencies, to obtain
information about energy usage and costs. The Act further provides that Energy Cost Savings Measures
(ECSMs) shall be adopted by state agenciesin order to save costs and become more energy efficient. Any
ECSM initiated by the Agency shall allow the Agency to retain fifty percent of the cost savingsit redlizes. Any

agency that failsto cooperate with the Division is subject to areduction of itsenergy appropriation by up tofive
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percent.
Consumer Protection
House Bills 1494 (pending House final) and 1495 (pending House final) by Representative
Townsend and Senate Bill 783 by Senator Hoyt (pending Senate Committee) sought to delete the
exemption under the LouisanaUnfair SaesLaw for producers, i.e. refiners. Recently, some gasolinerefiners have
begun sdlling gasoline in conjunction with discount and grocery stores, at reduced prices. Under the Unfair Sdes
Law, aretailer isrequired to mark up the wholesale sale price of its product by 6%, when offered for retail sae.
These refiners selling gasoline are exempt from this mark-up provision and are able to sell gasoline at cos
SenateBill 396 by Senator Fontenot (pending House Committee), conversdy, would have permitted

the sale of gasoline at any price, even below cost.

=




2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

This page was intentionally left blank




2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

CONSTITUTION & CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Contact: Diane Burkhart (225) 342-6144

Asmight be expected in thefirst generd regular session since the beginning of the current term, avery
large number of congtitutional amendment proposa swereintroduced. Relatively few progressed to the end of the
legislative process.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Among thosetopi cs affecting the congtitution that were discussed was calling acongtitutiona convention.
Severd bills seeking aconstitutional convention wereintroduced. Representative Pitre sHouse Bill 1826
(pending reconsider ation, House final passage) made the most progress in the process. He proposed a
congtitutiona convention be convened January 6, 2003 for the purpose of framing anew congtitution by no later
than April 14, 2006. The convention would be convened with 105 voting del egates, one e ected from each House
of Representative district and 28 nonvoting del egates, including seven gubernatoria appointees, adistrict court
judge, two court of appeal judges or supreme court justices, seven membersof the House of Representatives,
seven members of the Senate.

LEGISLATION

Senate Bill 4 by Senator Hines (Act 1231) proposes the following series of changesto the system of
regular sessions effective Jan. 1, 2004, if approved by the electorate:

Q) Changestheregular annual legidative sesson that isfiscal in nature session from even-numbered

yearsto odd-numbered years and changes the regular annua legidative sesson that isgenerd in

nature session from odd-numbered years to even-numbered years.

2 Extendsthelength of afiscal-type sesson from not more than 30 legidative daysin a45 caendar
day period to not more than 45 legidlative days in a 60 calendar day period.

3 Clarifiesthe language that restricts the subject matter to be consdered in fiscd type sessonsand
addsto the permitted subjects. decreasing or repealing afee, no morethan five mattersintended
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to havethe effect of law per legidator without regard to the subject limitation provided thefive
billsaretimely prefiled; and any matter intended to have the effect of law without regard to the
subject limitation provided its object isto enact alocal or special law.

4 Changesthe prefile deadlinefrom 5 pm on Friday beforethefirst day of aregular sessonto 5 pm
on the 10th calendar day prior to the first day of session.

5) Changestheabsol uteintroduction deadlinein aregular annual legidative sessonthat isgenerd
in nature session from midnight of the 30th calendar day to 6pm on the 23rd calendar day.
Changesthe absoluteintroduction deadlinein aregular annud legidative sessonthat isfiscal in
nature session from midnight of the 10th calendar day to 6pm on the 10th calendar day.
(6) Changesthe prohibition on third reading and find passage during agenerd-type sesson from after
midnight of the 55th legidative day to after 6pm of the 57th legidative day or the 82nd calendar
day, whichever occursfirst. Changesthe prohibition on third reading and final passageduringa
fiscal-type session from after midnight of the 27th legidative day to after 6 pm of the 42nd
legidative day or the 57th calendar day, whichever occurs first.
PUBLIC OFFICIALS
In eliminating the participation of certain part-time public servants, including legidators, school board
members, policejury members, city council members, and othersin public retirement systems, an exemption was
created for any personin any of theeliminated positionson Jan. 1, 1997. Senate Bill 157 by Senator Lambert
(pending in House Retirement Committee) proposed to include in the exemption any person who served prior
to Jan. 1, 1997, in an elected position of apolitical subdivision otherwise prohibited, and who was a member
covering that position during histerm or terms.
Senate Bill 163 by Senator Fontenot (Act 1230) proposed a change that would have allowed the
qudificationsfor the coroner in Livingston Parish to be established by law. In Senate Bill 1050 (subject to call,
Housereferral), Senator Fontenot provided for the qualificationsthat would have required the coroner to be

alicensad physician, unless no licensed physician qudifies or unlessthe incumbent isnot alicensed physician, is

challenged by a doctor, and wants to run for a successive term.
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Loca school system superintendentswere among the public officialsthat werethe subject of legidative
interest. Representative Flavin in House Bill 305 (pending in Senate Education Committee) and
Representative Cranein House Bill 519 (pending in Senate Education Committee) both proposed to
eliminatethe authority of BESE to establish qudificationsfor loca superintendents and provided instead that the
qualifications shall be fixed by the local school system.

Representative Crane'shill, however, went beyond the Flavin bill to provide that, consistent with
written policies and procedures adopted by a local school board, it would be the duty of the system
superintendent to implement thepoliciesof theloca school board and to direct, manage, supervise, and otherwise
beresponsblefor al adminigtrative affairsand day-to-day activities of theschool system, including but not limited
to supervision and control of the budget, finance, ingtructiona, purchasing, and support servicesfunctions and of
the personnel function for al system employees except such employees asthe school board may specifically
providefor itself to assist in the performance of board powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities. Thebill
specified that neither the school board nor itsmemberswould participatein the administrative affairs of the school
system other than through the system superintendent in accordance with written board policies and procedures
and that in all administrative matters concerning school or system business, other than for formal inquiries and
investigations, the school board and its members would communicate and work directly with the system
superintendent and hisimmediate staff and would communicate and work with system officers and employees
subject to the direction and supervision of the system superintendent solely through the superintendent.

Importantly, thebill provided that the school board coul d terminate asystem superintendent'semployment
by majority vote of the board membership pursuant to aformal written evaluation and adetermination that the

superintendent was failing to meet objectives, expectations, or any other requirement set forth in awritten
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performance contract required between the system superintendent and the school board. The bill required that
the performance contract include but not belimited to provisions specifying the eval uation processto beused as
well as the guidelines, time lines, and procedures to be used to terminate the employment of the system
superintendent.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES

Prohibitions on the use of public funds

In the continuing growth of thelist of exceptionsto the generd congtitutiond rulethat prohibitsthe loan,
pledge, or donation of funds, credit, property, or things of vaue of the state or apalitica subdivison, Senate Bill
240 by Senator Ellington (Act 1232) offers, asan addition to the list, authorizing the treasurer to invest the
Medicaid Trust Fund for the Elderly in Securities.

Representative Faucheux offered another such exception with House Bill 467 (pending Senate
Committee on Revenue and Fiscal Affairs) that would have authorized acity or parish to provide capita from
tax revenues dedicated to industrial or economic development or proceeds of bonds secured by such revenues
to aperson, association, or corporation. Thejoint resolution further required that the loca government enter into
a cooperative endeavor agreement with the beneficiary in which the beneficiary agreed to locate or expand
industrid enterpriseswithin the city or parish in exchange for receipt of such revenues. It dso provided that such
revenues could be used only for the acquisition or maintenance of redl property, plants, buildings, factories, works,
facilities, machinery, and equipment, that a specified number of local residents be employed asaresult of such
development, and that the cooperative endeavor agreement be subject to State Bond Commission approval.

The proposed constitutional amendment provided that due consideration had to be given by thelocal

governmentd subdivision to the establishment of certain safeguards, including the eval uation of costs of the project
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compared to the benefits derived by theloca governmenta subdivision and sanctionsto beimposed upon breach
of the cooperative endeavor agreement. It provided for public notice of the terms and conditions of the
cooperéative endeavor agreement to be published at least twicefor two continuous weeksin the officid journal
of thelocal governmental subdivision prior to apublic hearing on the agreement by such local governmental
subdivision.

A third new exception is proposed in House Bill 508 by Representative Danid (Act 1235) which
authorizes higher education ingtitutions or their respective management boardsto invest in stocks a portion of
certain fundsderived from giftsand grants, fundsfunctioning asendowments, or other permanent funds, provided
that the amount to be invested in stocks may not exceed 50% of the aggregate of all such funds.

Homestead exemption

Further clarification of the extension of the homestead exemption from ad va orem taxes was provided
inHouseBIll 462 by Representative Donelon (pending Senate Revenueand Fiscal Affairs Committee)
which proposed to extend the homestead exemption from ad va orem taxesto include the primary resdencewhich
serves as abonafide home occupied by any person who is purchasing the home under abond for deed contract.
A "bond for deed" contract isdefined in present law as"[A] contract to sell real property, inwhich the purchase
priceisto bepaid by thebuyer to the sller ininstalmentsand inwhich the sdller after payment of adtipulated sum
agrees to deliver title to the buyer".

Constitutionally protected appropriations

House Bill 507 by Representative Daniel (Act 1236) authorizes the legidature to provide by law
methodsfor adjusting constitutionally protected or mandated appropriationsor allocations. Once enacted, such

law may not be changed except by aspecific legidative instrument receiving afavorable vote of two-thirds of the
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€elected members of each house of thelegidature, and, notwithstanding the provisions of present condtitution with

respect to the limitations related to subject matter for annual sessions of the legislature, such law may be
introduced and considered in any regular session of the legidature.

Thejoint resol ution authorizes adjustmentsto any constitutionally protected or mandated alocations or
appropriations, and any transfer of funds associated therewith, when total state general fund allocations or
appropriations have been reduced in an aggregate amount equal to at least 0.70% of the total of such
appropriations or allocationsfor that fiscal year. Such adjustmentsare limited to 5% of the total appropriation
or dlocation from afund in the current fiscal year; however, adjustmentsto the Minimum Foundation Program
are limited to 1%. Monies transferred as a result of such budget adjustments are deemed available for
appropriation in the year of the transfer, but in no event shall the aggregate amount of any transfers exceed the
amount of the deficit.

The proposal provides aprocedure for avoiding a budget deficit in the next fiscal year if the officia
revenue forecast for the next fisca year isat least 1% |lessthan the officia forecast for the current fiscd year. An
amount equa to no morethan 5% of thetota appropriationsor alocationsfor the current fisca year fromany fund

established by law or present constitution may betransferred to afund for which revenues have been forecast to

be lessthan the revenuesin the current fiscal year. Such monieswould be availablefor expenditurein the next

fiscal year for apurpose other than as specifically provided by law or present constitution, but in no event shall

the aggregate amount of any transfers exceed the amount of the difference between the officia forecast for the
current fiscal year and the next fisca year. Further, an amount equa to no more than 1% of the current fisca year
gppropriation for the Minimum Foundation Program would be availablefor expenditure for other purposesin the

next fiscal year.
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The proposd specificaly excludesfrom applicability (1) the Bond Security and Redemption Fund or any
bonds secured thereby, or any other funds pledged as security for bonds or evidences of indebtedness; (2) the
severancetax and royaty allocationsto parishes (Art. VI, 84(D) and (E)); (3) stateretirement contributions; (4)
the Louisiana Education Qudity Trust Fund; (5) the Millennium Trust, except for gppropriations from the trust;
and (6) monies not required to be deposited into the state treasury.

RIGHTS

TheDeclaration of Rightsarticleof the constitution specifiesindividua rightsguaranteed by the L ouisana
Constitution.

To those presently specified Senator M cPherson in Senate Bill 168 (pending House Natural
Resour ces Committee) proposed to add the preservation of the freedom to hunt, fish or trap, subject to
regulation, restriction or prohibition as provided by law. The proposed amendment would have restated the
provisonof Const. Art. IX, Sec. 7(A) which providesthat the control and supervision of al hunting and fishing
activities, andthealocation of thewildlifeof the state, including dl agueticlife, isvested inthe LouisanaWildlife
and Fisheries Commission and specified that nothing in the proposal changesthe burden of proof requirements
otherwise established by law for any chalengeto alaw or regulation relating to hunting or fishing, or allocation of

the wildlife of the state.
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CRIMINAL LAW & PROCEDURE
Contact: Peggy Russell (225) 342-0596

DNA TESTING/POST CONVICTION RELIEF

Recent devel opmentsin DNA testing technology coupled with 88 recent high profile casesin which
inmates have been exonerated dueto testing of DNA evidence, including thelocal caseof Clifford Charleswho
was released after 19 yearsin prison, haveledto anationa push for introduction of legidation to address post
conviction DNA testing. Louisianalaw limits application for post conviction relief to aperiod of two years.
Because, in many cases, current DNA technology was unavailable a the time post conviction relief applicability
expired, atask force was created by the governor to study theissue during theinterim preceding the 2001 Regular
Session and to proposelegidation for introduction. Based on the conclusions of thetask force, Senate Bill 511
by Senator Lentini (Act 120) which, asamended in the Senate, authorizes afour-year period during which
application may be made seeking post-conviction DNA testing, except for offenderswho have been sentenced
to death who have no time limit to apply.

Under provisions of thelaw, the application isto include an explanation of why DNA will resolve any
articulable doubt asto guilt and why DNA will establish guilt or innocence. Additiondly, the gpplicationisrequired
toinclude an affidavit attesting to the innocence of the applicant signed by the applicant and would be required
to identify the evidence being sought for testing.

The law prohibits post conviction testing where thereis aquestion asto the integrity of the evidenceto
be tested or when the granting is solely because thereis DNA testing available which was not available or was
not done at the time of the conviction.

Thelaw providesthat once an gpplication isapproved, the court isauthorized to issue ordersfor obtaining

asample and authorizes the state and the petitioner to select alaboratory to do the testing. If both parties cannot
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agree on alaboratory, the court isto choose the laboratory when agreement cannot be reached. Senate Bill 511
further prohibitsthe destruction of relevant evidence from thetimethe evidenceisidentified until the caseis
resolved by the court.

Theact authorizesthe granting of relief only if results proved the gpplicant's factua innocence and would
require all DNA collected under the proposed provisions to be included in the state DNA data base.

Additiondly, thelegidation establishesthe DNA Testing Post-Conviction Relief for IndigentsFund to be
funded through legidlative appropriation, gifts, grants, and donations.
DWI

0.08 BAC Levd. Through TEA21, thefedera highway funding program, Congress enacted amandate
to statesrequiring compliancewith reduction of blood levelsfor the determination of DWI to .08 percent by 2004.
Any state not in compliance by that time will lose two percent of itsfederal highway monies per year upto a
maximum of eight percentin2007. In Louis ana, the deduction equatesto $5 million of federa highway funding
for every two percent. As an added incentive, any state which enacts a.08 BAC level before 2004 has an
opportunity to receive up to an additional $2.3 million annual federal funding to be used for DWI enforce

Four billswereintroduced to addressthe issue, House Bill 32 by Representative Crow and House
Bill 746 by Representative Gallot (both pending House Committee) and Senate Bill 436 by Senator
Barham (pending Senate Committee) and Senate 363 by Senator Dupre (House Committee) . The
proposed | egidationwould have reduced the crime of adult DWI from 0.10% to 0.08% whileretaining the present
crime of underage DWI committed when the operator under the age of 21 years hasa BAC of 0.02%.

Senate Bill 881 by Senator Chaisson (Act 728) expands the definition of DWI, vehicular homicide,

vehicular negligent injuring, and first degree vehicular negligent injuring to include any amount of controlled

ment.
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dangerous substances or acombination of intoxicantsin the operator's syslem. The additiond provisions provide
that person could befound guilty of such crimesif heisunder the influence of an type of drugs, prescription or
non-prescription, or any combination of acohol(whether or not it meets the BAC requirements) plus any type of
drugs. Thelegidation providesthat the fact that any person charged with any such drug or dcohol related crimes
andisor hasbeenlegaly entitled to the use of acohol or drugs or any combination of both shall not congtitutea
defense against such charge. The act reduces the crime of adult DWI to the 0.08% BAC as mandated by the
federd regulations. The provisonswill not become effective until September 30, 2003 and shal be null and of no
effect if the federal mandate is repealed.

Open Container. TEA21 mandates states to adopt a statewide open container law prohibiting open
acoholic beverage containers or consumption of an acoholic beverage in amotor vehicle. Currently, because of
noncompliance, Louisanaisbeing required to transfer $3.3 million annualy from DOTD consgtruction programs
to various safety programs. Present state law prohibitsthe operator of amotor vehicle which is on the highway
or apublic right-of-way from possessing an open acoholic beverage container or from consuming aacoholic

beverage in the passenger area of amotor vehicle. Senate Bill 784 by Senator Chaisson (pending House

Committee) would have extended such prohibition to a passenger in a motor vehicle.

Senate Bill 559 by Senate L entini (pending House floor) would have deleted present provisions
which authorize aperson placed on probation for second offense DWI from operating amotor vehicleduring
probation when the vehideis equipped with afunctioning ignitioninterlock device. The proposed legidation would
have further retained the required 12-month suspension of driver's license of any person who is convicted of 2nd
DWI, but would remove the authorization for arestricted license during the suspension period. Thelegidation

would have required proof, upon termination of the suspension, that the operator'svehicleisequipped with a
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functioning ignition interlock device and would have required that such device remain on hisvehiclenot lessthan
six months from the date the driver's license is granted.
DEATH SENTENCE

Dueto recent national concern over flawed defensesof convicted felons, DNA testing, and exoneration
of incarcerated persons, there has been amovement toward studiesinto the imposition of the death penalty and

amoratorium on death pendtiesin the states until such studiesto assess systematic problems which may have an

effect on the penalty. SenateBill 80 by Senator Fields (pending House committee) would have cregted the
nine-member Louisiana Death Sentence Study Commission to study capital punishment and , as originally
introduced, would have placed amoratorium on the degth pendty in the Sate. The bill wasamended inthe Senate
Committee on Judiciary C to eiminatethe moratorium but retained the sudy commission. The commissionwould
have been authorized to review and andyzeadl casesin which afirst degree murder or aggravated rgpe of avictim
lessthan 12 yearswasfiled and to consider thefacts of the crime, the parish in which the chargeswerefiled and
what the original chargeswere, vitd statisticsof both the defendant and the victim, any evidenceindicating the
defendant was mentally retarded, the cost per disposition and implementation of sentence, specificinformation
of defense counsel, and results of appellate or post conviction reviews.
ALTERNATIVE TO INCARCERATION.

Rising expense of incarceration and studiesindicating the positive effect on recidivismrates of pre-tria

intervention programs have encouraged the implementation of aternativesto incarceration. House Bill 665 by

Representative Odinet (Act 1163) authorizes homeincarceration provisions, currently utilized in misdemeanor

or felony cases, to be utilized for third and subsequent DWI offenders.
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Current pendtiesfor third offense DWI includeimprisonment for oneto five yearsand a$2000 fine with
at least 6 monthsto be served without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. Theact retains
thefineand requireasix week substance abusetreatment and homeincarceration for oneto fiveyearsin lieu of
imprisonment and requires current imprisonment provisionsif the offender failsto complete the substance abuse
treatment or violations the conditions of home incarceration.

Current penaltiesfor fourth and subsequent DWI offenseincludeimprisonment for 10to 30 yearsand a
$5,000 fineand requiresthat &t |east two years be served without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension
of sentence. The act retains the fine and requires a six-week inpatient substance abuse treatment and home
incarceration for oneto five yearsin lieu of imprisonment. It further authorizesthe sentence to include follow-up
substance abuse trestment not to exceed one yeer if the treating physician deemsit necessary. If the offender fails
to complete substance abuse trestment or violates any condition of home incarceration, or if he has previoudy
been required to participate in substance abuse treatment and home incarceration for athird or subsequent
offense, heisto beimprisoned for 10to 30 years with at least 3 years being served without benefit of parole,
probation, or suspension of sentence.

Senate Bill 665 further requires the following provisions:

1. Homeincarceration would include € ectronic monitoring, curfew restrictions, and monthly department
home visitation.

2. Offenders would be required to obtain employment and to participate in a court-approved driver
improvement program.

3. Driving privilegesof offenderswoul d berestricted and the of fender would berequired to have aninterl ock
deviceinstalled on his motor vehicle.

4, Offenderswould berequired to pay for costs of substance abuse programs and any driver improvement
programs.
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5. Offenders who fail to complete the program would not receive credit for time served under home
incarceration.

Crime

Carna Knowledge of aduvenile. Currently, the crimeof carnd knowledge of ajuvenile occurswhen the
offender and the victim engage in consensual sexual intercourseand are not married and the offender is18 or
older, thevictim is 12 through 16, and the age difference is more than two years; or when the offender and the
victim engagein consensud and or oral sexud intercourseand the offender is18 or older, thevictimis 12 through
16 and the age difference between the offender and the victim is more than two years. The crimeis considered
afelony with apenalty of up to 10 yearsin prison without the digibility of having the conviction set aside or the
prosecution dismissed. Additionaly, offenders are considered sex offenders under present law and are subject
to the requirements for registration of the offender and notification to neighbors.

HouseBill 226 by Repr esentative Faucheux (Act 96) redesignates carnal knowledge of ajuvenile
asfelony carna knowledge of ajuvenile and makes the provisions applicable to consensual sexua intercourse
when the offender and the victim are not married, the offender is 19 or older and thevictim is 12 through 16 years
old or the offender is 17 or older and the victim is 12 through 14. The Act adds afine of up to $5000 for felony
carna knowledge.

House Bill 266 further creates the crime of misdemeanor carna knowledge of ajuvenile which would
apply to consensua sex when the offender and the victim are not married, the offender is 17 or 18 yearsold, the
victimis 15 or 16 years old, and the difference between the two is greater than two years. The penalties for
misdemeanor carnd knowledge areafine of not more than $1000, or imprisonment of not morethan 6 months,
or both. Additiondly, aperson convicted of misdemeanor carnd knowledge shdl not be subject to theregistration

and notification requirements of convicted sex offenders.
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Theprovisionslimit acharge of misdemeanor carnal knowledgeto first offense and providesthat the
commission of actions congtituting misdemeanor carnd knowledge is considered felony carnd knowledge when
the offensewas committed for asecond or subsequent time or the commission of actions condtituting misdemeanor
carnd knowledge for thefirst time when the violator has committed aprevious sex offensefor which registration
was required.

Newly Created Crimes. The following legidlative instruments create the following new crimes:

Theft of the Assets of an Aged Person or Disabled Person. SB 217 by Senator M cPher son (Act 44)
defines such crimeasthe intentional use, consumption, conversion, mismanagement, or gppropriation of an aged
or disabled adult's assets or power of attorney which are meant to be used for health care of such person. The
penatiesfor the crimefollow the current penaltiesrelative to theft which are based on the value of the assets
misappropriated as follows:

Q) $500 or more - imprisonment with or without hard labor for not more than 10 years, not more than
$3,000 fine, or both.

2 Lessthan $300 but not $500 - imprisonment with or without hard |abor for not more than 6 months, not
more than $500, or both.

©)] Less than $300 - imprisonment of not more than six months, not more than $500, or both.
Cybergtalking. Senate Bill 345 by Senator Dardenne (Act 737) defines such crime as the use of
€lectronic mail or communication to threaten bodily harmto aperson, hisfamily or hisproperty for the purpose
of extorting things of vaue; to threaten, terrify, or harassaperson; or to makefa se Satementsrelativeto harmful,
indecent, criminal conduct with theintent to threaten, terrify, or harassaperson; or to knowingly permit the use
of any electronic communication device for any of the above listed purposes. Penalties for such crime are

established as follows:
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Q) 1st offense - imprisonment for not more than one year, or fine of not more than $2000, or both.

2 2nd offensewithin seven years - imprisonment for not less than 180 days nor more than three years, fine
of not more than $5000, or both.

(©)) 3rd or subsequent offensewithin seven years- imprisonment for not less than two nor morethan five
years, or afine of not more than $5000, or both.

Theft of Anhydrous Ammonia. Because anhydrous ammonia is used in the production of
methamphetamine a noticeable increase in theft of the chemica has occurred. Because the chemical is stored
under pressure and iscombustibleresulting to potentia disaster to areas surrounding storage facilities, House Bill

36 by Representative Never s (Act 286) creates the crime of theft of anhydrous ammoniaand establishesa

penalty of imprisonment of not more than five years, or afine of not more than $5000, or both.

Theft of Motor Fuel. Ascreated by House Bill 422 by Representative Farrar (Act 812) the theft of
motor fuel isthe dispensing of fuel into amotor vehicletank at apoint of sale establishment and leaving the
premiseswithout payment for thefuel being made. In addition to the current penatiesfor theft, the driver'slicense
of the offender is to be suspended for up to six months.

Aggravated Robbery. House Bill 176 by Representative M cDonald (Act 347) createsthe crime of
aggravated robbery whichistheintentional infliction of serious bodily injury upon another person whiletaking
anything of vaue from such person. The pendty for the commission of such crime shall be imprisonment of not
less than three nor more than 40 years.

Unlawful distribution, possession, or useof theft alarm deactivation devices. Many retail outletshave
attached electronic or magnetic devices on merchandise to prevent theft. The device isintended to activate an
aarmif themerchandiseismoved from an authorized areawithout payment being made or authorization being

given by the owner of the merchandise or hisagent. House Bill 1061 by Repr esentative Sneed (Act 909)
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createsthis crimeto address the unlawful distribution, use, or possession of devices designed to deactivate such
theft darms and establishes a pendty for violation of imprisonment of not more than six months, afine of not more
than $500, or both.

Aggravated kidnaping of achild. Under the provisionsof House Bill 2038 by Repr esentative Perkins
(Act 654) aggravated kidnaping of achild isthe unauthorized taking of a child under twelve years of age by
anyone other than the child's parent, grandparent, guardian with the intent to secret the child from his parent or
legd guardian. The pendty for such offense shall be life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of parole,
probation, or suspension of sentence.

Thelegidation further providesthat, if the child isreturned without physical injury or sexua abuse, the
imprisonment shall be reduced to a period of time from not less than five nor more than 40 years.

Theft of aBusinessRecord. House Bill 1661 by Representative Donelon (Act 914) createsthe crime
of theft of abusinessrecord which isthe taking of abusinessrecord or information contained in such record
without consent or by fraudulent activities. The legidation defines abusiness record as information which
complies with the following:

(1) Is material to the conduct of the business.

(2) Isnot a public records in accordance with law.

(3) If used by another would have an adverse material effect on the business.

(4) Is defined as a "trade secret.”

(5) Isof such anaturethat itsloss or replacement would have an adverse materid effect onthe business.

The pendty for commission of such crimeisimprisonment for not more than two years, or fine of not more

than $10,000 or the cost of replacement of the business record whichever is greater, or both.
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Computer Tampering. House Bill 669 by Representative LaFleur (Act 819) creates the crime of

computer tampering which includesany of thefoll owing actionstaken knowingly without the authorization of the

owner of the computer and provides for the following penalties:

D

)

3

(4)

()

(1)

2)

Accessing acomputer or any part of acomputer or any program or data contained within acomputer -
imprisonment for not more than six months, or afine of $500, or both.

Copying or otherwise obtaining any program or data contained within acomputer - imprisonment for not
more than six months, or a fine of $500, or both.

Damaging computer, or altering or removing any program or data contained within a computer, or
eliminating or reducing the ability of the owner of the computer to usethe computer or any datacontained
within the computer - imprisonment for not morethan fiveyears, afine of not more than $10,000, or both.

Introducing any dectronicinformation of any kind or forminto one or more computerswith theintention
of accomplishing any of thethree actionslisted above - imprisonment for not more than five years, afine
of not more than $10,000, or both.

If the computer tampering under the provisions of (3) and (4) above, iscommitted with theintention of
disrupting operations of the state, alocal governing authority, or autility company or iscommitted with
theintention of causing death or bodily harm - imprisonment of not morethan 15 years, afine of not more
than $10,000, or both.

The proposed legidation establishes the following penalties:

Computer tampering defined in (1) and (2) above- afine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for not
more than six months, or both.

Computer tamperingin r the crime of computer tampering defined in (3) and (4) above - afine of not
more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than five years, or both. If such tamperingiscommitted
with theintention of disrupting operations of the state, aloca governing authority, or autility company or
iscommitted with the intention of causing death or bodily harm - afine of not more than $10,000 or
imprisonment of not more than 15 years, or both.

Owning avicious or dangerous dog. House Bill 622 by Repr esentative Faucheux (Act 823) defines

adangerous dog as one which has demonstrated unprovoked aggressive activity which requires defensive action

on two separate occas ons within a 36-month period and a vicious dog as one which, unprovoked, inflicts serious
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bodily injury or desth. The act requiresan owner to restrain or confine adangerous dog and to mark the enclosure
with warning sgnage. The penalty for noncompliance shall be afineof not morethan $300. Theact prohibitsany
person from owning avicious dog and providesfor penalties of imprisonment for not more than 6 months, afine
of $500, or both. Exceptionsto the provisions include dogs trained specificaly to be used for law enforcement
or search and rescue activity. Additionally, the provisions prohibit adetermination of adog's being dangerousor
vicious when the attack occursin any of the following situations:
Q) The victim was committing a crime upon the property of the owner of the dog.
2 The victim, whether a person or an animal, was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog.
©)] The dog was protecting or defending a person.
4 The dog was working as a hunting, herding, or predator dog, or under the control of his owner.
Thelegidation provides proceduresfor acourt to determineif adogiseither dangerous or vicious. Upon
suchafinding, the court shdl order restrictionsregarding the confinement of adangerousdog or the euthanization
of aviciousdog. Failureto comply with acourt order to confineadangerousdog shall result in afine of not less
than $150 nor more than $500.
CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES
Currently, the penalty for the production, distribution, or possession withintent to distribute Schedulel
controlled dangerous substances (narcotics) is punishable by lifeimprisonment without benefit of probation, or
suspension of sentence and a possible fine of not more than $50,000. Senate Bill 970 by Senator Bajoie
(withdrawn) would haveremoved the possession of heroinfromthegenera pendlty requirementsand establishes
the following schedul e of penalties based on the amount of the heroin the offender's possession, similar to

schedules established for cocaine and other controlled dangerous substances:
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Q) 28 grams but less than 200 grams - Imprisonment for not more than five years.

(2 200 grams but less than 400 grams - Imprisonment of not lessthan five nor more than 20 years
and afine of not more than $10,000.

(©)) 400 grams or more - Imprisonment for not less than 20 years nor more than life and afine of not
more than $50,000.

COURT COSTS

Two Senate bills and twenty-seven House billswere introduced which would have imposed additional
court feesincurred in civil, traffic, and criminal mattersin state, parish, and city courts of the state. Receiptsfrom
the additiond feeswould havefunded not only avariety of court expensesbut a so funding of advocacy programs,
lega assstance programs, building funds, crimina laboratories, and juvenilefacilities. Despite consensus on the
vaue of the programsand the need for continued and additiona funding, opposition was voiced repeatedly to the
burden on those person who would bear the costs, which in many cases would be greeter than the maximum fine
of theviolation. All 29 bills remained in the Senate Finance Committee.

To address the need for a balance between the funding needs and the imposition of fees, Senate
Concurrent Resolution 148 by Senator Dar denne (adopted) establishesaspecial commissionto study court

costs and the uses of such court costs and other fees.
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CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM
Contact: Jeff Ogleshee (225) 342-0597

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Senate Bill 1090 by Senator Smith (pending House Committee) would have required the secretary
of stateto catalogue al existing monuments, memorials, plaques, markers, and historic flag display located on
public property. Thebill would have prohibited the remova, relocation, ateration, or disturbance of the historica
item unless such action had been previoudy approved by a concurrent resolution adopted by the legidature.. The
legidation received lengthy debatein the Senate asit was deemed by some an effort to preserve Confederate
monuments, in particular the Confederate flag.

As an alternative measure, Senate Resolution 28 by Senator Barham (adopted) requests the
Governor'sMilitary Advisory Board to study thefeasibility of acreating aL ouisanaHistorical Monumentsand
Memorials Protection Act.

TOURISM

Senate Concurrent Resolution 48 by Senator M cPher son (adopted) encouragesthe devel opment
of bird eco-tourismin Louisanaby directing the Department of Culture, Recregtion, and Tourism, aswel | asother
agencies, to continueto develop statewide, regional, and site specific seasond bird lists, and birding trailsalong
with maps and promotional materials..

HouseBill 1527 by Repr esentative Broome (Act 622) authorizes the expenditure of public funds by
theofficesof cultural development, film and video, the statelibrary, and state museumsin the Department of
Culture, Recrestion, and Tourismin order to advertize the statewide devel opment and implementation of culturd,
recreational, and tourism related programs.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 71 by Senator Irons(adopted) request the Department of Culture,
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Recreation, and Tourism and the Department of Economic Devel opment to jointly study the benefits, especialy
the revenue impact, of a L ouisiana entertainment industry.
MUSEUMS

House Bill 735 by Representative Hopkins (Act 130) renames the Caddo Pine Island Oil and
Higtorical Museum asthe Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum asahigtoricd, culturd, scientific and technologica
educationd ingtitution whose primary purposeisto research, collect, preserve, and present documents, artifacts,
and objects of art that reflect on the oil industry in the state..

HouseBill 842 by Representative Hammett (Act 850) creates the LouisianaDeltaMusic Museum
inthe Department of Statewhich will be charged with the promotion and preservation of the unique music of the
Delta
PARKS

HouseBill 1686 by Repr esentative Broome (Act 917) repealslaw which authorizesacompletefee
waiver for any personwho possessesa Golden Age Passport for every third night of camping in public camp Sites.
The holder of the Golden Age Passport will continue to be entitled to a one-half reduced nightly rate.
MISCELLANEOUS

House Concurrent Resolution 85 by Representative LaFleur (adopted) names Melville the
Atchafalaya River Catfish Capital of Louisiana.

House Concurrent Resolution 12 by Representative Riddle (adopted) directs the Department of
Public Safety and Correctionsto produce and distribute L ouisiana Purchase Bicentennid license platesfor private
passenger motor vehicles beginning January 1, 2002 through December 2003 asthe officia Statelicense plate.

Theplateisintended to commemoratethe officid signing of the L ouisiana Purchase which was held a the Cabildo
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in New Orleans on December 20, 1803.

House Bill 70 by Representative Powell (Act 10) designates the Louisiana strawberry asthe officia
state fruit.
House Bill 347 by Representative M cDonald (Act 53) provides for and defines the pattern of the

official gatetartan that may befredly used by any and all organizations, societies, and ingtitutionslocated within

the state.
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EDUCATION
Contact: Sherri Breaux (225) 342-6145

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Aaricultural Education

SenateBill 558 by Senator Theunissen (Act 351) establishesthe Agricultural Education Advisory
Committee to provide recommendations for the development and implementation of the state action plan for the
delivery of education in agriculture literacy, awareness, and career exploration in public schools.

Charter Schools

House Bill 796 by Representative Wooten (Act 453) and Senate Bill 57 by Senator Hainkel
(duplicate) revisestherequirementsregardingamission of "at-risk" studentsinto acharter school established
with the mission to meet the needs of the children of military personnel. The Act exempts from charter school
enrollment requirementsthat acharter school enroll not lessthan 85% of the average percentage of pupilsenrolled
intheloca public schoal district from which the charter school enrollsits pupilswho areeligiblefor the federa
freeor reduced cost lunch programs, any charter school that isestablished with the educationa mission of meeting
theneedsof dependent children of military personnel provided that the school predominantly enrolls dependent
children of military personnd, al such children who seek admissonto theschool andwho ared risk areadmitted,
and the charter school complieswith the requirementsrelative to the enrollment of at-risk pupilsin generd (based
upon only the genera population pupils admitted) in enrolling pupils from the generd population who are not
dependent children of military personnel.

HouseBill 794 by Representative Thompson (Act 592) requiresthe percentage of at-risk pupilsin
Type 2 charter schoolsin parishes having apopul ation between 20,500 and 21,000 persons (Richland Parish)

to be, as near as practicable, not more than the percentage of at-risk pupilsin the schoolslocated in the local
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school district. The Act also prohibitstheinitial enrollment of such aschool and any cohort of studentsenrolled
for each new school year from having, as near as practicable, fewer than 50% of the students who are at-risk
(eligible to participate in the federal free and reduced lunch program).

HouseBill 1247 by Representative L eBlanc (Act 1076) requires charter schoolsthat fail to open or
that close for any reason to refund all cash on hand to the state or local school district.

House Bill 1255 by Representative L eBlanc (Act 988) authorizes BESE to provide annualy for a
Feb. 15 pupil membership count (in addition to the Oct. 1 membership count) for purposesof adjusting alocations
madeto Type 2 charter schoolsasaresult of changesin enrollment after Oct. 1 each year. The Act specifiesthat
any alocation adjustment made shall not beretroactive and shal be applicablefrom March 1 through theend of
the school year.

House Bill 1282 by Representative Crane (Act 991) makes various changes to the charter school
law relativeto the chartering process, approval timelines, proceduresfor application and budget submission,
funding adjustments and allocations, litigation costs, pupil counts, and exemptions, to include as follows:

? Each application for a Type 1, 2, and 3 charter school shall be submitted to the pertinent
chartering authority by a nonprofit corporation established in accordance with state laws

? Each charter school shdl beliablefor al court cogts, attorney fees, and expensesif litigation is
necessary to recover public funds paid to the school

? The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) may provideannually for a
Feb. 15th pupil membership count to reflect changesin pupil enrollment among Type 2 schools
that may occur after Oct. 1st of each year.

? BESE may providealesser per pupil amount to aType 2 school than that required by law if the
school'sinitial charter proposal contains arequest for alesser amount.

? Every pupil enrolled in acharter school shall be counted in the school'stotal pupil count for
purposes of funding including those pursuing ahigh school diplomaor participatingin apre-
generd education development skillsprogram; however, no child enrolled inaprekindergarten
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program offered by acharter school shall be counted for purposes of funding unless such funding
is specifically provided for such purpose.

Civil Rights

House Concurrent Resolution 74 by Representative Broome (adopted) deplores al instances and
ideologies of racism, regjectsthe concept that certain races and classes of humans areinherently superior to others,
and condemnsthe extent to which these phil osophies have been used to justify and approveracist practices. The
Resolution also requests the state's public education system, as appropriate in the curriculum, to address the
commonalities of people and the weaknesses of racism.

Community service

Senator Wilson Fields passed SenateBill 839 (withdrawn) out of Senate committeethat would have
provided for the establishment of asystem for high school studentsto provide 20 hours of community service.
After someresearch, the senator found that some states require studentsto perform a specified number of hours
of community service or include "service-learning" asaprerequisite to high school graduation. Therefore, in lieu
of passing such arequirement, Senator Fieldsfelt theissue warranted study and authored Senate Concurrent
Resolution 126 (adopted) which requeststhejoint education committeeto study " service-learning” by students
and thefeasbility and advisability of establishing service-learning as arequirement for high school graduationin
Louisiana.

Curricula

SenateBill 212 by Senator Irons(Act 681) authorizes school systemsto offer instruction in persona
financial management to students, provided such ingructionisintegrated into an existing course of sudy. Senator
Ironsalso sponsored Senate Bill 792 (Act 729) which establishes aprogram of suicide preventionin public

schools.
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HouseBill 352 by Repr esentative Per kins(deferred, Senate committee) would have provided for
the governing authority of each public and gpproved nonpublic school to requireal studentsin the fourth through
sixth gradesto recite a specified passage from the Declaration of Independence at the commencement of thefirst
class of each day. Students would have been excused from such requirement at the option of a parent.

Early Childhood.

SenateBill 776 by Senator Bill Jones (Act 1146) providesfor the dlocation of funding for the purpose
of providing early childhood devel opment and care classes called ECDsfor four-year old childrenin every school
system that seeksto participate and agreesto make accessto such classes availableto every four year old within
itsjurisdiction. The classeswill consist of not lessthan 10 hoursaday for each day of regular school attendance
inthe participating system, and will requirethat an age appropriatehigh quaity early childhood education program
be provided during the portion of each day that school isin sesson and aprogram of high quality child careduring
the remainder of the day. The ECD classeswill be provided a no cost to the child or hisfamily for any child who
iseligibleto receivefree or reduced price meals. Any other eligible child may be charged atuition for all or part
of theclass. For FY 2001-2002, the program is expected to be funded from $15 million in federal TANF funds
from the Department of Social Services. At acost of no more than $5,000 per child, thiswill allow for an
estimated 3,000 at-risk children to be enrolled in ECD classesin FY 2001-2002.

Additiondly, to the extend that funding isavailablefor such purpose, providesfor aone-time payment of
up to $5000 for each ECD classroom to be used solely and exclusively for the provision of developmentally
gppropriate materids, equipment, and supplies as gpproved by the Dept. of Education pursuant to rules approved
by BESE.

Posting of signs
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House Bill 1933 by Representative Crowe (deferred, Senate committee) would have required
principasof public and approved nonpublic schoolsto display the national motto "IN GOD WE TRUST" ineach
classroom, auditorium, and cafeteriain his respective school.

School Attendance

Whenever any loca school board closes school for aday as the result of the employees threatening or
failing to appear for work, the school board must schedule and conduct an instructional day of school for each
day school was closed in addition to the days schedul ed for the school year in which the closure occurs under
Senate Bill 702 by Senator Dardenne (Act 485).

House Bill 19 by Representative Thompson (Act 115) changes the age through which a parent or
person having control of achild must send the child to school from the 17th birthday to the 18th birthday, retaining
the present law exceptions.

HouseBill 458 by Repr esentative Crane (Act 815) increasesthe minimum number of instructional
days per school year in public e ementary and secondary schools from 175 to 177 days.

School Buses

HouseBill 1955 by Representative Alario (Act 946) authorizeslocal school boardsto |ease school
busesfrom school bus operators employed by the board or with whom the board has a contract under certain
circumstances. The payment for the leaseisto be equa to and in place of the school bus operators operational
schedule.

School Records

SenateBill 118 by Senator Theunissen (Act 315) requiresthe principal of every public elementary

or secondary school to transfer the education records of any student who was enrolled in the school upon the
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written request of any in-state or out-of -state educationa facility operated within any correctiona or hedth facility
where such student has become enrolled or is seeking enrollIment within 10 business days of such request. If a
student has been expelled, the records must provide the dates of the expulsion and the reasons for which the
student was expelled.

HouseBill 856 by Representative Martiny (Act 134) requires school boards, within certain guideines
and limitations, to adopt policiesfor disclosing education records or information from education to stateand local
law enforcement officials and other officials within the juvenile justice system.

School Systems

Senate Bills 162 (failed, Senate floor) and 256 by Senator Fontenot (withdrawn) would have
provided for the recognition of and meansfor establishment apublic school system without enacting alaw pursuant
to a proposed constitutional amendment.

House Bill 327 (failed, House floor) and House Bill 1839 (not heard, Senate committee), both
by RepresentativeK ennar d, would have provided for anew school systemin East Baton Rouge Parish, the
Central Community School System, upon passage of the constitutional amendment. Senator Fontenot had
duplicate measures introduced in the Senate (Senate Bills 172 and 1014).

HouseBill 1350 by Representative M cVea (Act 895) providesfor the Zachary Community School
Systemto beginitsinitia year of actua operation providing for the education of studentswithinitsjurisdiction at
the beginning of the 2001-2002 school year or any subsequent school year after the board complieswith state
and federal requirements for actual operation of a separate school system. The Act also provides for the
reapportionment of the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board and for the election of its members as

reapportioned in the event the community school system begins operation as a separate school system.
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Schooal Violence

Severd hillswereintroduced in an effort to addressissues reating to school safety. Senator Theunissen
sponsored SenateBill 115 (Act 313) that requireseach public school to haveacrisismanagement and response
plan prepared and approved by theloca school board by Jan. 1, 2002. A crisis management and response plan
isaplanto address school safety and theincidence of violence at schools, on school buses, and at school-related
activities; to respond effectively to such incidents; and to ensure that every student, teacher and school employee
has accessto asafe, secure, and orderly school that is conduciveto learning. The plan must also include the
management of any other emergency situation. Any plan must detail the roles of employees, responsibilities,
coordination agreements, servicesand security measuresof aschool inthe event of aviolent incident or emergency
gtuation. Theplansmay dsoincude provisonsfor encouraging peer hel per programs and identifying sudentswho
may have experienced rejection or other traumatic life events.

Senate Bill 1035 by Senator Bajoie (Act 786) authorizes elementary schoolsto develop and offer
youth devel opment and assistance programsthat empl oy violence prevention and intervention initiatives for
studentsin kindergarten and the e ementary grades. Such programswill need to providefor the early identification
of and support for students who are at risk before their behavior escalates into aggression or disruption,
disciplinary problems, or juvenile delinquency.

House Bill 364 by Representative Damico (Act 230) authorizes local school boards to adopt and
implement zero tolerance policiesfor fighting, to includein such policies, arequirement that studentswho are
disciplined and their parents shall attend conflict resolution classes, and to charge afee (no more than $100) for
suchattendance. L oca school boardsmust adopt and implement policiesprohibiting harassment, intimidation, and

bullying of students. Certain parishes are exempted from such requirements: Livingston, Tangipahoa, East Baton
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Rouge, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, and St. Helena.

Specia Education

HouseBill 489 by Representative Crane (Act 59) providesfor proceduresand timelines applicable
to hearings and appeal swith regard to the provisions of specia education and related servicesto children with
exceptionalities. HouseBill 1284 by Repr esentative Crane(Act 181) providesfor theresponghilitiesof local
educationd agenciesintheprovison of speciad education and related servicesto children with exceptionalitiesand
defines "resident” for the purposes of the laws relative to the education of such children.

Standardized Tests/administration

HouseBill 482 by Representative Pratt (Act 58) requires school boardsto establish proceduresfor
investigations of accused irregularities and improprieties in administering standardized tests.
K-12 FUNDING

Educationa Excellence Funds (tobacco settlement monies)

SenateBill 11 by Senator Theunissen (Act 765) establishes aprocess of plansfor expending money
from the Educational Excellence Funds. Under the Louisianaconstitution, one-third of all moniesreceived asa
result of the Master Settlement Agreement of the tobacco litigation which are deposited into the Millennium Trust
and one-third of theinvestment earnings on such money areto be credited to the Education Excellence Fund. Such
appropriated EEF money isto bedistributed among public and private school and school systemsin accordance
with aspecified formulaafter each recipient submitsaprioritized plan for expenditure of the money that complies
with the condtitutiond limitations and includes performance expectationsto ensure accountability in the expenditure
of the money. These plans require approval by the state Dept. of Education to assure that the plans support

excellencein education practice, aswell asgpprova by thelegidature. Thismeasure specifiesthat the appropriate
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standing committees to gpprove such plans are the Senate and House education committees and providesfor the
process for such approval.

House Bill 1056 by Representative LeBlanc (Act 872) conforms statutory provisions to
corresponding congtitutiona provisionsgoverning thedistribution of moniesfrom the EEF to various educationa
entities. Statutory companion legidlation wasinadvertently not amended to coincide with amendmentsto the
constitutional legislation in the 1999 Regular Session.

Minimum Foundation Program

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adopted the most recent formulaon May 24,
2001 and submitted aresolution to the legislature for approval, Senate Concurrent Resolution 139 by
Senator Theunissen (adopted). Theformularesultsin an estimated total in FY 2001-2002 of $2.4 billion, an
increase of approximately $137 million over the amount appropriated for FY 2000-2001 (See Legidative Action
on Fiscal Year 2002 Budget, prepared by the Senate Fiscal Staff for further details on appropriations contained
inHouseBill 1). Compared to the 2000 formulacontained in SCR 58 of the 2000 Regular Session, thisformula
provides as follows:

? Retainswith one change Level 1 - cost determination and equitable distribution of state and
local funds asfollows:

@) I ncreases the per pupil amount from $3103 to $3188.
2 Retains definitions and wei ghted-funding cal culations for at-risk students, specia education

students, and gifted and talented students, and economy of scale. Retai nsthe weighted-funding
caculation for secondary vocationd education units but revisesthe definition to mean "the number

of combined fall and spring student units enrolled in secondary vocational education cours

3 Retains provisions for annual adjustments in per pupil amount.

4) Retains the provisions for calculation of average local cost contribution of 35% and state
contribution of 65%.

es'.




2001 Regular Session

Final Legislative Highlights

July, 2001




2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

? RetainsLeve 2 - incentivefor local effort as follows

D

on property.
2 Retains the 33% of the base Level 1 cost as the limit on the amount of state Level 2 suppor
(©)) Retainsthe lessor of locd revenue over Leve 1 requirement or thelimit on state Levd 2 support
as the amount of local revenue eligible for Level 2 state support.
? ADDS Level 3 - legislative enhancements as follows:
Q) MINIMUM PAY RAISES

Retains the basisfor determining the amount of local revenue over the local share required by
Levd 1that isdigiblefor incentive funding that incorporates prior year revenues from salestax,
property tax (including debt service), state and federa revenuein lieu of taxes and 50% earnings

@

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

(f)

Providesfor an allocation to each local school system of asupplemental allocation to
ensure aminimum $2060 per full-time equivalent certificated personnel and $1030 per
sabbatical certificated personnel based on PEP data as of Oct. 1, 2000.

Specifiesthat theallocation is provided to every school system which hasinsufficient
Level 1 and Level 2 increasesover last year, after considering the one-time adjustment
to the retirement system and an adjustment in student membership, to provide the pay
raise amount, including the retirement contribution.

Specifiesthat Level 3 money isto be spent solely on enhancementsin salary for every
certified administrator, every teacher or other certified personnel who directly interacts
with studentsin either regular or specia education programswho isassigned professiona
activitiesof ingtruction of pupilsin aclassroom stuation for which daily attendance figures
arekept or isresponsiblefor teaching or advising pupilswith regard to their abilitiesand
gptitudes, educationa and occupationd opportunities, or persona and socid adjustment,
and every school nursein any city or parish school system.

Definesthe personnel to receive salary adjustment by Dept. of Education function and
object code. Includes teachers, therapists/specialists/counselors, school site-based
principas, assistant principas, and other school administrators, centrd office certificated
administrators, school nurses, and "sabbaticals".

Provides similarly for the allocation of any additional appropriation to increase the
minimum pay raise amount.

Increasesthetotal amount of the pay rai se supplement to any school system in an amount
to cover the retirement system contribution share of 13.1%.

—



2)

®3)

®3)

? Retains REQUIRED EXPENDITURES asfollows:

D

)

®3)

(4)

? Retains FUNDING FOR LAB SCHOOL S asfollows:

(1)
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(9) Provides for the continuation of such pay raise supplements in future years.

REDUCTION OF FUNDING OVER MINIMUM PAY RAISE

@ Reducesthe excessamount of Level 1 and Leve 2 funding increaseto aschool district
whoseincreasewoul d otherwi se exceed theamount necessary to providethe pay raises.
Thisreduction is one-time only in FY 2001-2002.

FOREIGN ASSOCIATE TEACHERS

@ Revises provisons from requiring state support of not more than 250 Foreign Associate
Teachersat the amount of average classroom teacher sdary by years of experienceand
degreeto pecifying that any loca school system employing aForeign Associate Teacher
shall receive a supplemental allocation from BESE.

(b) Limits the total amount of such supplements to $4,244,410.

HOLD HARMLESS
@ Eliminatesany "hold harmless’ digtinctionin Level 1 and Leve 2 funding for al school
systems.

(b) Separates for FY 2001-2002 the "over funded" allocations for 11 specified school
districts and sets limits on such amounts.

Retainsarequired expenditure of 70% of al loca school system general fund expenditureson
instruction and retains the definition of such instructional expense.

Addsprovisionsrequiring the expenditure of theincreasesin amountsof Level 1 and Level 2
money and Level 3 money to the pay raises and prohibiting such money from being used to
supplant salaries being paid in 2000-01 or authorized for 2001-02, including step increases.

Specifiesthat the pay raise beincluded in the pay schedule of the applicable employeesno later
than Sept. 1, 2001.

Specifiesthat for FY 2002-2003, 2003-2004, and 2004-2005, if thisformulais il in effect and
no other provision for an annud increasein certificated pay has been provided, 50% of the future
increasesin Leve 1 and Leve 2 funding shal be used for supplements and enhancements of full-
time certificated staff salaries and retirement benefits.

Retainsprovisionsfor funding L SU and SU lab school s at an amount per student equal to the
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amount allocated per student for the state share of the minimum foundation program.

2 Retainsprovisonsdirecting such money to the universitiesand making such money subject to the
MFP audit provisions and definitions.

3 Provides that increased state funds are to be used for certificated pay raises.
? Retains provisionsfor ADJUSTMENTS asfollows:
Q) Addsadirection to make areduction adjustment to the FY 2000-2001 state share distribution
to recover fundsfor the Foreign Associate Teacher Program from loca school systems based on
the distribution of fundsin effect in FY 1991-1992.

2 Retainsprovisionsfor estimated paymentsof MFP fundsto bejustified with the actua amount
due for the year when the student counts are in and audited as reflected in the Budget L etter.

©)] Adds a specification that the estimated payments shall occur for the first 8 months of the year.
4) Retains provisions subjecting the final allocation to review or audit of district data.
? Retains DEFINITIONS asfollows:

Q) Eliminates definitions relative to the annua caculation of the alocations due systemsin an over
funded position - the "old" hold harmless.

(©)) Adds specification regarding the cal culation of "'sales capacity” asit relatesto a determination of
local wedth that if aschool system sdlestax goesinto effect during thefisca year, thetax rateis
to be prorated to report an annual rate applicable for the total revenue generated.

4 Revises definition of the state and local per pupil amount to reflect its increase to $3188.

? Eliminatesprovisionsreativetoaone-timeadjustment based on areduction in theemployers
retirement contribution rate.

SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

Certification - Teachers

In 1999, the legid ature enacted legidation that provided an annual salary adjustment of not lessthan

$5,000 for certain public school teachers employed by a school board who provide instruction to students and
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have certificates issued by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS).
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Senate Bill 114 by Senator Theunissen (Act 312) extends the date of eligibility for which eligible
personsto receive the sdary adjustment must have been awarded theiinitid certificate from July 1, 2002 to 2007,
and additiondly alows school administratorswho obtained such nationa certification whileteaching to aso receive
the $5,000 sdary adjustment as provided for teachers. Repr esentative Crane a so sponsored House Bill 192
(Act 42) which amilarly extendsthe date of digibility for which eligible personsto receive the sdary adjustment
must have been awarded the initial certificate from July 1, 2002 to 2007.

HouseBill 221 by Repr esentative Crane (Act 45) extends, from one year to three years, the length
of timefor which out-of -gate teachers (who meet dl other requirementsfor teacher certification except the exam
requirement) are granted nonrenewable provisiond teaching certificates and exempts certain digible out-of-state
teachers from such exam requirement.

Certification - School Counsdlors

A similar measure providing aboost for nationally board-certified school counselors, Senate Bill 247
by Senator Schedler (Act 682) providesan annual salary supplement for certain public school counselorshaving
the Nationa Certified School Counselor (NCSC) credentia issued by the National Board for Certified
Counsdlors (NBCC). Effectivefor the 2001-2002 school year and thereafter, afull-time school counselor with
avalid Louisanacounsding credentia gpproved and issued by BESE and the NCSC credentia can receivefrom
the school board an annua amount of $5,000. The sdary supplement for each eigible counse or will continue for
aperiod not to exceed the term of the national certificate whichisnot to exceed five years, and will continuein
effect without interruption aslong asthe school counsdlor providesto the school board documentation of renewal
by the national board. Subject to funding, the amount of the salary adjustment provided by a school board to a

school counselor will be reimbursed to the school board annually by the state Dept. of Education out of funds
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gppropriated for such purpose. To receive the sdary supplement (the same as nationa ly board certified teachers),
aschool counselor must have been awarded the initial credential issued by the NBCC prior to July 1, 2007.

Criminal History Checks

Currently, the Bureau of Crimina Identification, upon written request, must supply awritten report to an
employer to ascertain whether aschool employee has been convicted of, or pled nolo contendereto, any one or
more of certain crimes and the date or dates on which they occurred. Senate Bill 117 by Senator Theunissen
(Act 314) requiresthe bureau, upon receiving the request for acrimina review, to make availableto the Dept.
of Education and to the governing authority of any elementary and secondary school arecord of al criminal
convictionsfor 10 years prior to the date of the request. The recipient of such information will be required to
maintain confidentiality in accordance with federal and state law.

Extended Sick Leave

HouseBill 1680 by Representative Pratt (Act 278) providesthat the required physician statement
maly be presented and the extended sick |eave may be requested subsequent to ateacher'sreturnto service. In
such a case, the extended leave shal be granted for al days for which such leave isrequested and the required
documentation is presented, provided that such occurs within three days after the teacher returnsto servic

School Superintendents

HouseBill 304 and 305 by Representative Flavin (defer red, Senate committee), the constitutional
amendment and statutory companion, would have required the loca school boardsto fix the qualifications and
prescribe the duties of the local superintendent of schools.

House Bill 510 by Representative Crane (not heard, Senate committee), a constitutional

amendment, would have provided for loca school boards, rather than BESE, tofix thequalificationsand prescribe
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the duties of the loca superintendent and would have required the superintendent to reside within the boundaries
of theemploying school system. The measure provided for the hiring, firing, and duties of alocal school system
superintendent, including the responsibilities of the superintendent for all administrative affairs and day-to-day
activities of the system. The bill also provided for the participation by a school board and its membersin such
administrative affairs through the superintendent in accordance with written board policies and procedure.
Provided that in all administrative matters concerning school or system business (other than formal inquiriesand
investigations) the board and its members would communicate and work directly with the superintendent and his
immediate staff, and communi cate and work directly with system officers and employees subject to the direction
and supervision of the superintendent solely through the superintendent.

Staff Development Days

House Bill 1447 by Representative Crow (Act 905) deletes the provisionsin law that requires
teachers (contingent upon salary increases) to work an additiona three days for staff development when funds
are appropriated for certain teacher salary increases.

Teacher Shortage

HouseBill 651 by Representative Futrell (Act 125) createsthe Critical Teacher Shortage Incentive
Program to provide certain newly certified teachers $3000 per year for thefirst four consecutive years of teaching
if they agreeto teach in one of the following critical shortage areas. mathematics, biology, chemistry, physics, or
specia education. BESE must annually report to the Senate and House education committees on program

implementation. Implementation of the program is subject to the appropriation of funds for such purpose.
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Tenure

Severd billswereintroduced that dedlt withissuesregarding theremova of tenurefor teechersand certain
school employees. Two billsalso retained tenure for empl oyees but would have added an additional cause of
action to terminate apermanent employee (failure to achievethe standard required for satisfactory performance
on an evauation). Although the billsfailed, Senator Dar dennefdt the issue warranted a study and sponsored
Senate Concur rent Resolution 121 (adopted), which will include the input and participation of teachers, union
representatives and others. This Resol ution requeststhe joint education committee to study the merits of and need
for tenure asabenefit for public € ementary and secondary classroom teachers and other public school employees
and to make recommendations to the legislature.
HIGHER EDUCATION

Faculty Salaries

Appropriations: $38.7 million for faculty pay increases at postsecondary institutions from gaming
revenues dedicated to the SEL F Fund. (See also Legidative Action on Fiscal Year 2002 Budget, prepared by
the Senate Fiscal Staff for further information.)

LSU-Alexandria

Senate Bill 853 by Senator M cPher son (Act 402) recognizes and defines LSU-A as an institution
offering bacca aureate degrees within the L SU System and under the supervision and management of the LSU
Board of Supervisors. Whilethe Board of Regents may providefor conversion, implementation will be the
responsibility of the Board of Supervisors and Regents accordingly.

Learning Centers

Senate Bill 829 by Senator Theunissen (Act 1132) authorizes the Board of Regentsto establish a
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learning center in Jefferson Pari sh asaconsortium of existingingtitutions of postsecondary educationto provide
comprehensive offerings of college courses and programs. The Act also authorizes the Board of Regentsto
establish alearning center in Rapides Parish asaconsortium of existing ingtitutions of postsecondary education
to ensure course and program offerings in La. Economic Development District 6, and also authorizes the
establishment of learning centersin La. Economic Development Districts 3 and 5inthose serviceddivery areas
of the state which have no public community college and are not adequately provided with postsecondary
education services. The Board of Regentswill providefor the operation, management, and supervision of such
centers and ensure the cost effective ddivery of courses and programsthrough the use of exigting ingtitutions and
their offerings. No learning center will be established in any economic devel opment district whereacommunity
college exists unless approved by adoption of alegidative concurrent resolution. The Board of Regentswill
providefor the establishment of advisory councilsto advise and make recommendations on program needs, €tc.,
the membership of which must include substantia representation from theloca communitieswhere such centers
located.
START

SenateBill 690 by Senator Hoyt (Act 332) makes several changesin the Student Tuition Assistance
and Revenue Trust Program (START). Thefedera tax codeimposes no limitations on account ownershipina
qualified statetuition program such as START. The measurewill consolidate START accountsinto asingle
classification, referred to as an education savings account and creates classes of ownership, each with specific
eligibility requirements and benefits. By expanding ownership, the opportunity is created for more studentsto be
named as beneficiaries of the program. The bill dso addsan incentive providing that if an account owner deposits

lessthan the maximum $2400 per year, then the difference between the actua depositsand $2400 will roll over
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to subsequent years and be exempt from inclusion to the taxable income for purposes of state incometax in
addition to the $2400 in the year actually deposited.

When START was originaly enacted, the tax trestment of fundsin aqualified state tuition program was
not yet determined. It was known that grants for tuition could receive specia tax trestment as schol arships under
Section 117 of thelnternal Revenue Code. For thesereasons, tuition assistance grantswerelimited by definition
to be used for the payment of tuition. However, Section 529 ultimately allowed fundsin qualified Sate tuition
programsto be used for qualified higher education expenses. Redtricting tuition assstance grants to the payment
of tuition serves no useful purpose and isadisincentiveto investors. In addition, this restriction imposes an
unnecessary administrative burden ontheingtitutionsthat receive START disbursementsbecausethey must certify
that thetuition assi stance grantsare being applied to tuition, an action that may adversdy impact thefamily'sability
to qualify for federa tax credits (HOPE and Lifetime Learning Credits). The new law changesthe terminology
"tuition assstance grants' to "earnings enhancements' and dlows such to be used for any qudified higher education
expense.

These changes d so authorize the authority to offer accounts with investment options structure according
torisk. Provides, however, that account optionsthat includeinvestment risk will not beeligiblefor state-funded
earnings enhancements nor will investments (principal and earnings) be guaranteed.

Tuition

Senate Bill 620 by Senator Hainkel (deferred, House committee) would have expanded the
authority of the La. Tuition Trust Authority to include governing the La. Higher Education Loan Program. The
Higher Education Loan Program would have been established asaprogram under which thetrust authority would

have been empowered to initiate and service student loans and to enter into obligations and issue debt in
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furtherance of making and servicing student loans.

House Bill 2007 by Representative Alario (Act 1117) authorizes each public postsecondary
education management board to establish tuition and mandatory attendance fee amounts applicable to sudents
who are La. residents and, effective January 1, 2002, to adjust such amounts not to exceed arate of increase of
three percent annualy, subject to the approval of the Joint L egidative Committee on the Budget. Providesthat
thisauthority shall terminate July 1, 2005. The Act aso authorizes, subject to the approva of the Joint Legidative
Budget Committee, the Southern University management board to impose a program fee not to exceed $200 per
student per semester for sudentsat Southern University at Shreveport pursuing the clinical portion of their sudies
in alied health programs.

House Bill 2059 by Representative Daniel (Act 955) permits public postsecondary education
managements boardsto establish (within present law guiddines and limitations) proportiond tuition and mandatory
attendance fee amounts applicabl eto part-time students and to students enrolled for summer and intersession
terms.

Service of Process

House Bill 1848 by Representative Salter (Act 934) requires each postsecondary education
management board to designate the physical location of its domicile and an agent for service of process and to

fileall such information with the secretary of state.
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Appropriation: $102.2 million to continue full funding for TOPS

L egidlation that Passed

July, 2001

Legidative Subject and Summary Effective | Effective Date
I nstrument Date of Act or Class
Act 351 National Guard Tuition Exemption —Provides  6-13-01 2001-2002
that tuition for this exemption is the same as tuition Award Y ear
(HB 367) defined for TOPS by rule and deletes requirement
to be aregistered voter.
Act 1042 TOPS — Prohibits restrictions on early high 6-28-01 2001-2002
(HB 389) school graduates from using award earned. Award Y ear
Act 1053 TOPS — Extends waivers for core curriculum 6-28-01 2000-2001
(HB 818) courses to the 2002-2003 school year. School Y ear
Act 1192 TOPS — Students may qualify foraTOPS award  6-29-01 2000-2001
(HB 1800) who graduate from a high school outside the School Y ear
United States or completes the twelfth grade level
of ahome study program outside the United
States approved by BESE.
Act 1221 TOPS — Provides the Performance Award to 7-2-01 2001-2002
(HB 1945) students who meet the requirements for a TOPS: Award Year

Opportunity Award and have a composite score
of 24 or higher on the ACT, and have a minimum
cumulative GPA of 3.00 on a4.00 scale, and
have completed at least ten honors curriculum
courses grades on a 5.00 scale. Includes a sunset
provision, in that no student would be able to
receive an award under this qualifying criteria
beginning with the 2003-2004 school year or
thereafter. However, any student granted an
award under this criteria may continue as long as
they continued to meet the continuation
requirements for the award.
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Legidative Subject and Summary Effective | Effective Date
I nstrument Date of Act or Class
Act 1202 TOPS — Requires Regents to develop a TOPS 6-29-01 All colleges
(HB 2012) information reporting system and requires BESE must comply by
to insure that students and parents (or the person 2002-2003
responsible for the student’ s attendance) are award year.
informed about the availability of TOPS. BESE — 2001-
2002 school
year
Act 1144 TOPS-Tech 6-29-01 ACT reg -
(SB 438) Lowers the minimum ACT composite score 2000-2001
from 19to 17 for TOPS-Tech school year
Includes a new core curriculum containing Current Tech
two options for students. core, TOPS
Option 1: requires 17 core units coreor new
Option 2: requires 19 core units (career cor e —through
options) 2001-2002
Allows a student to attend any eligible college school year
and university (adds LAICU schools) and TOPS core or
provides formulafor determining tuition. new coreonly
2002-2003
school year
SCR 116 TOPS-Tech — Establishes a study group to Asrequested
review the TOPS-Tech Award and make
recommendations on redesigning the eligibility
requirements to make them more appropriate.
SCR 131 TOPS — Requests the joint education committee Asrequested
to study all aspects of the TOPS program and to
offer recommendations.

Sources: Sherri Breaux and the L ouisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance

Selected TOPS legidation that failed to pass

Presently, under the TOPS program, to be digible for an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors award,

astudent must successfully complete at least 16Y% units of high school course work which constitutes a core
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curriculum. House Bill 1534 by Repr esentative Crane (tabled, Senate floor) would have maintained this
reguirement through the 2004-2005 school year. Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year and theresfter,
however, astudent would have been required to successfully complete at least 18'% unitsrather than 16%2 units,
with the additiona two unitsto be selected from among the math, science, and socid science courses aslisted in
the present core curriculum or from advance placement courses, or from college or university coursestaken for
postsecondary education credit.

SenateBill 437 by Senator Dar denne (failed, Senatefloor) began asabill to raisethe minimum ACT
requirement to 21 beginning with next year's graduates. Present law states the minimum for the base Opportunity
Award to be the rounded average but never to fall below 19. The bill was amended in Senate committee to
instead require that the minimum ACT would be the rounded state average but never to fall below 20 (whichis
the current required ACT score).

HouseBill 391 by Representative Townsend (deferred, Senate committee) would have permitted
graduates from nonpublic high school not gpproved by BESE to be digiblefor TOPS awards, beginning with the
1998-1999 graduating class. The bill would have required BESE to establish additional requirementsfor such
schoolsin order for graduates (beginning with the 2003-2004 class) to be digiblefor TOPS, rather than requiring
such school sto comply with BESE requirementsfor studentsat such schoolsto receivethe benefitsof certain sate
funds. Additiondly, thebill included provisionssimilar to Representative ScalisesHouse Bill 389 that would have
prohibited any student from being restricted or otherwise delayed rel ative to the date the award may be used due
to the student having graduated from high school in less than four years.

House Bill 410 by Representative Karen Carter (pending, Senate floor) would have provided

TOPSaward igibility for certain students receivingaGED issued by the La Dept. of Education on or after July
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1, 2000, who score three points higher onthe ACT than that required for La. public and approved high school
students, provided certain conditions are met:

? The student prior to the student's 21t birthday has obtained ahigh school equivalency diploma
issued by the La. Dept. of Education on or after July 1, 2000.

? Depending on the respective TOPS award, the ACT scoreis at least three points higher than that
otherwise required for the award.

? Must be eligible to enroll in college as afirst-time freshman.

? Must meet citizenship and residency requirements.

? Must meet requirementsfor TOPS awards generdly relative to having no crimina record except
for misdemeanor traffic violations. If the student hasbeeninthe U.S. Armed Forcesand has
separated from service, the student must have received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions.

The Senate Education Committee added an amendment that restricted applicants to require that any
applicant must have attended high school for at least two school years, then left the high school because of an
exceptiond circumstance asdefined by the TOPS administering agency, and finaly provide certification fromthe
principal or headmaster that the student was in good standing (at least 2.5 GPA) at the time the student last
attended the school. Theamendment further removesprovisonsfor digibility of aPerformanceor Honors Award.
The student would only be eligible for a TOPS-Tech or Opportunity Award.

Another amendment to House Bill 410 was adopted on the Senate floor that incorporated Representative
Carter'sHouse Bill 815 which would have established anew award, the " Associate Award", as part of the TOPS
program. Beginning with the 2001-2002 graduating class, astudent may beeligiblefor thisaward, provided the
student meetsal initid and continuing requirementsfor an Opportunity Award, except that the student must have

an ACT (or equivalent SAT score) of at least 18 but lower than that required for the Opportunity Award

(currently 20). See summary of House Bill 815 by Representative K. Carter below.
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House Bill 815 by Representative Karen Carter (deferred, Senate Finance) would have
established anew award, "Associate Award”, as part of the TOPS program. Beginning with the 2001-2002
graduating class, a student would have been digible for this award, provided the student met al initial and
continuing requirementsfor an Opportunity Award, except that the student must have had an ACT (or equivaent
SAT score) of at least 18 but lower than that required for the Opportunity Award (currently 20). The student
receiving thisaward would have been limited to pursuing an academic undergraduate degree at the associate
degreelevel or askill or occupational training program, including avocationa or technical education certificate
or diplomaprogram, or anonacademic undergraduate degree. Eligibility would have been limited to four semesters
or an equivaent period of timeat an ingtitution operating on other than asemester system. Since some areas of
the state have limited community college opportunities, some four-year institutions offer associate degree
programs. To ensurethat every student in the state would have the same opportunity to 2-year associate degree
programs, the Senate placed an amendment on the bill that removed the prohibition of using the award at a
baccd aureate degree granting ingtitution. The same restrictionswould have till gpplied. The student would have
been limited to pursuing a2-year program at such ingtitutions at the weighted average of amounts paid for students
at postsecondary institutions which offer associate degrees but do not offer baccalaureate degrees.

HouseBill 1901 by Representative M cDonald (pending, confer ence) would have made anumber
of changesrelativeto initia and continuing dligibility of studentsfor TOPS and for program administration as
follows (as amended in the Senate):

? Would have made changesin theterm "legal guardian” to "court-ordered custodian™ throughout TOPS
law.

? With regardto residency requirementsfor military personne , would have changed referencesfrom " home
of record” to "state of legal residence”.
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? Would have reduced the time period in which a student can regain program eligibility when lost dueto
academic performance in college from 2 yearsto one year, effective for the 2001-2002 award year.

? Provided for receipt of an applicant'squalifying ACT test scorewhichisfirst obtained on an authorized
testing date after the national April ACT testing datein the year of the gpplicant's high school graduation
but prior to July 1 of the year of such graduation.

? Would have required students who have successfully completed at the 12th grade level ahome study
program approved by BESE to meet the same citizenship and residency requirements provided in present
law for other students.

? Provided for U.S. citizenship of the student and allowed astudent to be digibleif apermanent resident,
as defined by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.

? Provided that noinitia Performance or Honors award would be madeto any out-of-state student or home
study student after the 2001-2002 award; such students would have only been eligiblefor TOPS-Tech
and Opportunity awards.

? Allowed certain graduates of out-of-state high schoolsto be digibleif such schools are accredited by a
regional accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Dept. of Education and meets BESE standards
for gpproval of nonpublic schools. Thiswasan equity issue. SACS-accredited high schoolsarealowed
to qualify in current law.

An amendment was a so adopted on the Senatefloor that would allow in-state studentsto qualify for

TOPS-Tech and Opportunity awards under the same criteriaasisnow allowed for out-of-state and home study

students, as an dternate qualifying criteria That is, if a student did not meet the GPA or core curriculum

reguirements, then the student would be allowed to qualify for an award if he scored three points higher on the
ACT asisrequired by law for public school students for these two awards. Thisamendment did not make any
changesto any present qualifying requirementsfor sudents. It would have added another qudifying criteriaand
allowed an in-gtate student who did not meet the core or GPA requirementsto qualify for an award in the same
manner asthose out-of -state and home study studentsif they scored higher onthe ACT. Themeasurediedin

conference.
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HouseBill 253 by Repr esentative Crowe (deferred, Senate committee) would have extended the
deadline from May 15, 2000 to July 15, 2001 for nonpublic high school s to be approved by BESE and to have
applied for eligibility to receive certain state funds in order for graduates to be eligible for a TOPS award.

A number of TOPShillswere heard in both houses and were unsuccessful, such as converting TOPSto
aloan forgiveness program, instating ahousehold income cap for digibility, expanding eligibility to include
graduates of unapproved nonpublic schoals, increasing the ACT requirement to aminimum score of 21, and

making thoseaternative quaificationsthat are now availableto home-study and out-of-state students available

to in-state students.
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ENVIRONMENT
Contact: Carla Roberts (225) 342-9541

SenateBill 965 by Senator Hoyt (Act 446) isthefirst legidation in Louisanato addressthe depletion
of the states aguifers. Senate Bill 965 establishesthe Ground Water Management Commission in the Office of
the Governor to addressthe stateswater use. Inthe short term (until July 1, 2003), the commission will designate
"critical ground water areas’ inthestate. The Ground Water Management Commissionwill, in conjunction with
the Ground Water Advisory Task Force, to develop along term plan for the implementation of acomprehensive
water management sysem. Thelong term comprehensve water management sysem will address both the ground
and the surface water resources of the state.

House Concurrent Resolution 187 by Representative Strain (adopted), isan urgent request for the
Ground Water Management Commission to work with Arkansas, Texas and Mississippi to develop a
comprehensive aguifer policy. HCR 187 recognizesthat many of the aquiferslie under both Louisanaand a
neighboring state.

HouseBill 2046 by Repr esentative Damico (Act 1121), providesfor the Motor Fuels Underground
Storage Tank Fund to close and clean-up abandoned underground motor fuels storage tanksthat are leaking.
L eaking underground storage tanks pose a serious risk for groundwater contamination. H o u s e
Concurrent Resolution 203 by Repr esentative Damico, et a and co-authored by Senators Cain, Dean,
Fontenot, Gautreaux and Maone, urgesthe House and Senate Environmental Committeesto study thelitter laws
of the state. There was concern that the litter which is pervasivein the stateis not being addressed adequately
and effectively by statelaws. The Committees planto conduct committee hearingsin locations around the state
to receive publicinput asto the problemsassociated with littering in those geographiclocationsaswell aspossible

solutions.
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House Bill 1029 by Representative Damico (Act 252), sets up a 90 day time limit for the attorney
generd togpproveany BEPs(Beneficia Environmental Projects) whichthe Department of Environmenta Quality
has recommended. BEPs are projects which LDEQ deems are appropriate projects for aviolator to performin
lieu of paying afinetothestate. Some past BEPswhich LDEQ has approved include directing Penzoil Quaker
Stateto pay $42,095 to enhancetraining at the City Shreveport Fire Academy and to update the computers and
software at the Caddo Parish Loca Office of Emergency Preparedness and aso aproject in which Dupont Dowe
gave $13,000 to the Baton Rouge Zoo to aid in funding of pollution prevention.

HouseBill 1897 by Representative Perkins (Act 1197), changesthe time period regarding publication
of LDEQ noticesof violations, compliance ordersand pendty assessments. These noticesare normally published
in booklet form and mailed to dl personswho request the publication. Inthe past, LDEQ wasrequired to publish
such information every 12 months. Thebill would requirethe publication to be done every threemonths. Inan
effort to support more effective public access to information, Senator Fontenot offered a Senate Floor
Amendment, which was later adopted by the House, to requireall BEPsto be published on LDEQ's Internet

website.
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FINANCE
Contact: Tom Wade (225) 342-9169

APPROPRIATIONS

House Bill 1 by Representative LeBlanc (Act 12) provides for the ordinary expenses of state
government. Noteworthy among the act's funding provisions are the increased funding for teacher and college
professor pay raises and for economic development, aswell as additional spending to generate extrafederal
health-care dollars. Anin-depth analysis of this act will be provided by the fiscal staff.
BUDGETARY CONTROLS

House Bill 485 by Representative Toomy (Act 1234) is a proposed constitutional amendment
mandating full funding of state salary supplementsto certain full-timelocal law enforcement and fire protection
officers beginning July 1, 2003. The legidation requires the governor to include full funding of state salary
supplements for full-time local law enforcement and fire protection officersin his annual budget estimate.
Beginning July 1, 2003, it requiresthe legidature to gppropriate monies sufficient to provide for payment of such
sdary supplements. It aso specifiesthat eligibleloca officersshall include classesof officerseligibleunder the
law asof July 1, 2003, and providesthat full funding shal be the amount needed to meet legal requirements by
law as such requirements arein effect on July 1, 2001. A reduction of the appropriation by the governor requires
the written consent of 2/3 of the elected members of each house of the legidature. The proposed amendment
will be submitted to the voters at the statewide election to be held on November 5, 2002.

HouseBill 1665 by Representative L eBlanc (Act 1092) setsup amechanism for the elimination of
aprojected deficit. Current law does not define either adeficit or aprojected deficit. Thislegidation defines
"deficit” to bethe excessfor any fiscd year of actud expenditures over actud moniesreceived for any fund at the

close of thefiscal year. It defines"projected deficit" as the excess of appropriations and non-appropriated
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requirements over the officia forecast for any fund during any fisca year. Inaddition, current law defines
"nonrecurring revenues' to include undesignated genera fund balances. Thislegidation deletes this statutory
definition and |eaves the determination to the Revenue Estimating Conference.

Current law requiresthedivision of administration to present abudget statusreport to the Joint Legidative
Committee onthe Budget. Thislegidation addsthat thefirst budget status report submitted after October 15 of
any fiscal year shal reflect the balance for any fund for the previousfiscal year. It aso requiresthat at thefirst
meeting of the Joint L egidative Committee after the publication of the consolidated annual financial report the
budget satus report shall be adjusted to reflect the unreserved, undesignated balance in any fund at the end of the
previousfiscal year. Thedivision of administration isrequired to adjust such balancefor itemsthat do not affect
the budgetary soundness of the state. 1t also requiresthat the budget status report shall describe any issueswhich
affect the long-term budgetary soundness of the state. This description shall be prepared by the division of
administration and sent to thelegidativefisca officeat least oneweek before the meeting. Thelegidativefiscal
office may submit written comments and recommendations to the committee.

Current law grants the governor the power to adjust the budget during the interim upon receiving
notification that adeficit exists. Thislegidation grantsthe same powersto the governor upon receiving notice that
aprojected deficit exists. Current law requiresthat if adjustments have not been madeto eliminateadeficitina
fund within thirty days of the determination of such deficit, the governor shal call agpecid sesson of thelegidature
for that purpose. Thislegidation requiresthe same action by the governor within the sametime frameif it hasbeen
determined that a projected deficit existsin afund.

FUNDS

Senate Bill 632 by Senator Dardenne (Act 1145) authorizes the sale of up to sixty percent of the
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fundsto be received from the state's legal settlement with tobacco companies. Commonly referred to asthe
"tobacco securitization bill”, thelegidationisdesigned to provide some security for the state against the possibility
of the tobacco companies being unable to pay the agreed upon settlement amount at some point in the fut

The legidation creates the Tobacco Settlement Financing Corporation as a special purpose, public
corporate entity, which is an independent instrumentality of the state, and domiciled in East Baton Rouge Parish.
Thecorporation’ spurposeisto carry out thefinancing, purchasing, owning and managing of thetobacco assets.
The corporation is subject to the Code of Governmenta Ethics, Open Meetings Law, Public Records Law and
the Bond Validation Procedure Laws.

The legidation provides authority for the State Bond Commission subject to Joint Budget Committee
approval to sal and convey, fromtimeto time, aportion of the state allocation to the corporation, not to exceed
sixty percent thereof. It providesfor $50 million to be deposited into the L ouisiana Fund with the remaining
proceeds being deposited into the Millennium Trust if asaleis made during Fiscal Y ear 2001-2002 and any
proceeds from a sale made after that fiscal year to be deposited into the Millennium Trust.

SenateBill 757 by Senator Schedler (Act 776) createsthe Medicaid School-Based Administrative
Claiming Trust Fund asaspecia fundin the tatetreasury. It providesthat the moniesin thefund shal be used
for adminigrative daming whichisrembursable under thefedera Medicaid program. It authorizesthe Department
of Health and Hospitalsto retain up to fifteen percent of the grossfedera financial participation generated from
the certification of fundsby participating public entitiesfor the department's reasonabl e costsincurred in preparing
the application and for implementing and monitoring the program. It further providesthat any money remaining
inthefundin afisca year after appropriationsare made shdl remaininthefund. Inaddition, it providesthat local

school boards enter into hold harmless agreementswith the state in the event the federal government disallows

Lre.
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administrative expenditures.
HOSPITALS

SenateBill 739 by Senator Schedler (Act 1024) providesthat for four years, beginning July 1, 2001,
theappropriationfor thehealth careservicesdivisonwithin the L ouisianaState University Hedlth Sciences Center
shdl only indicate the amount of state general fund dollars appropriated to the division and shdl exclude state
genera fundsfor Medicaid and M edicaid-Uncompensated Care. It providesthat al other funds generated by
hospital operations shall be deposited directly into the Health Care Services Fund without appropriation. This
creates abusiness enterprisefinancing structure for the division, subject to severa approva stepsinvolving the
Joint Legidative Committee on the Budget and the Senate and House Committees on Health and Welfare.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS

SenateBill 18 by Senator Hallis(Act 1215) authorizesthe L ouisiana Stadium and Exposition District
to sdll theright to designate and use an aternative nameto refer to the Louisana Superdome. It requiresthat any
agreement whichtransfersthisright shal providethat all royalty and other paymentsin consideration for suchright
be paid to the entity which holdsthe Nationd Footba| Leaguefranchiseand leasesthe stadium facility. It provides
that if such entity terminatesits|ease of the stadium facility or notifiesthe NFL or the L ouisiana Stadium and
Expogtion Didtrict of itsintention to relocate the franchise or if it entersinto any agreement with another entity to
move the franchise from New Orleans, that subsequent monies payable from the royalties and other payments
under theagreement shal revert to the L ouisiana Stadium and Exposition Didrict. It aso requiresthat any naming

agreement be approved by the Joint Legidative Committee on the Budget.
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GAMING
Contact: Camille Sebastien (225) 342-2087

Senate Bill 224 by Senator Smith (pending Senate Committee) would have provided for a
condtitutiona amendment to prohibit the legidature from authorizing, by legidative act, any referendum eections
to be held on aproposition to alow or expand gaming, gambling, or wagering on and after January 1, 2003.
SenateBill 225 by Senator Smith (withdrawn) would have provided for acongtitutional amendment to prohibit
any referendum elections on a proposition to alow or expand gaming, gambling, or wagering authorized by
legidative act in Grant Parish, on or after January 1, 2003. SenateBill 466 by Senator Smith (withdrawn)
would have prohibited any further referendum electionsto be held on aproposition to alow or expand gaming,
gambling, or wagering authorized by legidative act, on and after January 1, 2003. Thishbill would have only taken
effect and become operative if and when the proposed constitutional amendment contained in Senate Bill 224
would have been adopted at the election to be held on November 5, 2002.

Senate Bill 341 by Senator Dupre (pending House Committee) would have prohibited elected
officidsfrom having apecuniary interest in excess of ten percent in any business or organization which holdsa
riverboat license, or in any holding, intermediary, or subsidiary company of any such business or organization, or
in any business or organization which holds a casino-operating contract or in any holding, intermediary, or
subsidiary company of any such businessor organization. The Board of Ethicswould have administered and
enforced the provisions of the law and the procedures and pendlties provided for in the Code of Governmental
Ethics would have applied to the administration and enforcement of the provisions of the IHeuseBill 207
by Representative Green (Act 216) creates the crime of cheating and swindling and repeal s the crimes of
chesting contained in the LouisianaGaming Control Law. Theact providesthat it shal beunlawful for any person

who by trick or deight of hand performance, or by fraud or fraudulent scheme, cards, dice, or device, for himsdlf
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or another, winsor attemptsto win money or property or acombination thereof, or reduces alosing wager or

attempts to reduce alosing wager, increases a winning wager or attempts to increase a winning wager in

connection with gaming operations.

@

(b)

(©

When the value of such money or property or combination thereof or reduced or increased wager
amountsto avaue of $500 or more, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not
more than 10 years, or may be fined not more than $3,000, or both.

When the value of such money or property or combination thereof or reduced or increased wager
amountsto ava ue of three hundred dollars or more, but lessthan avaue of $500, the offender shal be
imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or may be fined not more than
$2,000, or hoth.

When the value of such money or property or combination thereof or reduced or increased wager
amountsto lessthan ava ue of $300, the offender shall be imprisoned for not more than six months, or
may be fined not more than $500, or both. If the offender in such cases has been convicted of chesating
and swindlingtwo or moretimesprevioudy, upon any subsequent conviction heshal beimprisoned, with
or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or may be fined not more than $2,000, or both,

House Bill 882 by Representative Faucheux (pending House Committee) would have created the

crime of gambling at alicensed gaming facility whereby the offender would have been fined not more than $500

hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. House Bill 1444 by Repr esentative

Faucheux (pending House Committee) would have crested the crime of resident gambling at alicensed gaming

facility, whereby the offender would have been subject to apendty of imprisonment of not more than six months

or afine of not more than $500, or both.

HouseBill 2066 by Representative L andrieu (Act 1124) requiresthat the L ouisiana Gaming Control

Board adopt rulesfor the devel opment of auniform compulsve and problem gambling identification and trestment

program. It further providesthat within 120 days from the adoption of the proposed rules each holder of alicense

for conducting gaming on ariverboat or dot machinesat liveracing facilitiesand the casino gaming operator shall

submit for approval to the board a comprehensive program that provides policies and procedures that must
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address certain areas of concern and are designed to achieve certain godsas provided for inthebill. Theact dso
providesthat the board shdl provide by rulefor the establishment of alist of persons sdf-excluded from gaming
activitiesat al gaming establishments, aswell asrulesto providefor the establishment of alist of personswho are
to be excluded from any room, premises, or designated gaming area of any establishment where gaming is
conducted pursuant to alicense or contract issued pursuant to present law. The act also providesthat the board
must define standards for exclusion and the board will have authority to place personson theexcluded list. By
amendment added on the Senate floor, the Louisiana Gaming Control Board shal aso adopt rulesin accordance
withthe Administrative Procedure Act to providefor auniform compulsive and problem gambling program for
persons licensed pursuant to the provisions of the Video Draw Poker Devices Control Law.
CHARITABLE GAMING

HouseBill 1364 by Representative J.D. Smith (pending Senate Committee) would have allowed
the governing authority of aparish or municipaity, except thecity or parish wherethe officid gaming establishment
islocated, to authorizelicensed charitable organizationsto a so of fer "pick-8" bingo gameswith megajackpots
under certain conditions in addition to currently authorized bingo games.
RIVERBOATS

Senate Bill 1082 by Senator Gautreaux (pending Senate Committee) would have provided that
when alicenseto conduct gaming operations on ariverboat is relinquished, the L ouis ana Gaming Control Board
would have to provide public notice that the license is available in the state for a period of 90 days. By
amendment offered in committee by Senator Gautreaix, thebill in itsamended form would have deleted the 15th
licenselimitation, thereby providing for an unlimited number of riverboats and provided the L ouisianaGaming

Control Board with authority to promulgate rules and regul ations necessary to provide criteriaand minimum
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standardswhich theboard would consider in deciding whether toissue alicenseto conduct gaming activitieson
ariverboat in the state. Theimpetus behind this amendment wasto take the value away from the license because
of thelimitation on the number of licensesto protect the citizens of L ouis anafrom the corruption associated with
the value of the licensesin the state.

HouseBill 1904 by Repr esentative Dartez (Act 942) providesthat the Intracoastal Waterway shall
be deemed toinclude all of Bayou Boeuf within, or which formsthe border of, St. Mary Parish, including that
portion of Bayou Boeuf in St. Mary Parish historically described by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration asthe Morgan City to Port Allen Landside Route of the Intracoastal Waterway. Theact also
providesthat thelaw ismeant to be aclarification of prior law and shall not be construed to add adesignated
waterway to those already designated in the law nor to require the holding of an election or elections.

House Bill 1986 by Representative Welch (referred House Committee) would have authorized
the Gaming Control Board to issuean additional seven licensesto conduct gaming activitieson ariverboat for a
total of twenty-two licenses. The bill would have further provided that the board shall issue the additional
riverboat licenses so that at least oneriverboat would be located in each of the seven congressond didtrictsinthe
state.

SLOT MACHINESAT RACETRACKS

House Bill 532 by Representative Ansar di (pending Senate Committee) would have authorized
dot machine gaming at an dligiblelive horse racing facility in Orleans Parish provided that an applicationis
gpproved by the L ouisiana Gaming Control Board, only after the e ectoratein the parish of Orleans has approved
the conduct of dot machinegaming at such facility at an election. Thebill would have further provided that the

application for the eligible facility in Orleans may be approved by the board only after the Amended and




2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

Renegotiated Casino Operating Contract entered into pursuant to R.S. 27:201 et seg. on October 30, 1998, as
amended, effective October 19, 1999, March 8, 2001, and March 29, 2001, has been further amended to
providethat theinclusion, licensing, or operation of an eigiblefacility in Orleans Parish shall not constitute an
Exclusivity Violation or prohibited |and-based gaming asdefined in such contract, asamended. Thelicenseissued
by the board to conduct slot machine gaming at the eligiblefacility in Orleans Parish would be subject to the
following conditions:

Q) Onor after July 1, 2003, theigiblefacility will be authorized to have amaximum of 300 dot machines.
(2 Onor after July 1, 2004, the digiblefacility will be authorized to haveamaximum of 400 dot machines.
3 Onor after July 1, 2005, theigiblefacility will be authorized to have amaximum of 500 dot machines.
4) If after July 1, 2005, the gross gaming revenues of the casino gaming operator exceed $350 million for

any preceding 12-month period, the digible facility will be authorized to have a maximum of 700

machines.

In the event the casino operating contract isterminated the digiblefacility will not be subject to alimitation
on the number of dot machinesto be placed in the designated gaming area, which equalsan areaof 15,000 square
feet.

After complying with certain mandates, each fiscal year, the State treasurer shall credit 5% of the state
portion of taxable net dot machine proceeds collected from each licensed digiblefacility to the Orleans Parish
Excellence Fund, which isin addition to the Bossier Educational Excellence Fund, the St. Landry Parish
Excellence Fund, and the Calcasieu Parish Excellence Fund.

HouseBill 1457 by Representative Morrdl (pending House calender) would have authorized dot

machinegaming at an eligiblelivehorseracing facility in Livingston Parish. By amendmentsadopted in House

committee, nolicensewould beissued for dot machinegaming a an eigiblefacility in Livingston Parish until the
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facility for the conducting of alive racing meeting is constructed and aschedule of live race meetings has been
edablished. Anamendment adopted in House committee dso added the provision that the remaining monies after
compliancewiththelaw regarding disposition of feeswould be deposited in and credited to the Support Education
in Louisiana First Fund.

HouseBill 1701 by Representative M urray (pending House Committee) would have amended the
definition of "digiblefadlity” in the Pari-mutud Live Racing Facility Economic Redeve opment and Gaming Control

Act to repeal the authority of the parishes of St. Landry and Calcasieu to conduct ot machine gaming &t their

facilities. The bill would have a so repealed the authorization for the special taxing districts in these paris

Video Draw Poker Gaming Devices

Senate Bill 74 by Senator Cain (pending House Committee) would have prohibited the placement
of automatic teller machinesin the gaming area of truck stop casinos. Whilethe bill would till have alowed
automatic teller machinesin any restaurant, convenience store, or other business|ocated on the premisesof a
qualified truck stop, they would not have been allowed to be placed in an area separated for adult patronage.

House Bill 761 by Representative Martiny (pending Senate final) would have provided for an
increasein theamount of currency accepted in video draw poker devices. Thebill would have provided that
video draw poker devices may have amechanism that accepts billswith adenomination not to exceed $20 rather
than the present amount of $10.

HouseBill 855 by RepresentativeM artin (failed confer ence) would have provided that the holder
of avideo draw poker licenseshd | not berequired to undergo additiona suitability determinationsfor theissuance
of anadditional license. By amendmentsadopted in Senate committee, the provision for conducting suitability

determinations on the licensee for activity which occurred subsequent to the last suitability determination on that

shes.
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licenseewas deleted. Thebill as amended by Senate committee still would has provided that the law will not be
construed to prohibit the division from conducting a suitability determination on the licensee.

HouseBill 1635 by Repr esentative Hopkins(call Senatefinal) would have authorized avideo poker
gaming devicelicenseeto advertise or participatein any promotion which iscontingent upon the play of avideo
poker gaming device. Senate committee amendmentswould have deleted the provision that alicensee may
advertise or participatein any promotion which iscontingent upon the play of avideo poker gaming device and
add the provision which would authorize avideo poker gaming device licenseeto provide acustomer witha

promotional item not to exceed $50, which is contingent upon the play of avideo poker gaming device.
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HEALTH & HOSPITALS

Contact: Donnie Broussard (225) 342-6162

HEALTH CARE PROGRAM S/'SERVICES

Louisiana Birth Defects Surveillance System. Senate Bill 229 by Senator Schedler (Act 194)
establishesthe L ouisianaBirth Defects Surveillance System to collect, analyze, and disseminate dataregarding
birth defectsin the state which are diagnosed before a child becomes three years old, to provide information to
families of these children regarding servicesavailablein their community, and to devel op gppropriate prevention
programs.

LaCHIP/Medicaid Families. The Department of Health and Welfare will apply to the Health Care
Financing Administration, Department of Health and Human Services, for authority to implement waiversor
demonstration projectsto expand Medicaid digibility for parentsof LaCHIP and Medicaid digiblechildrenin
familieswhose income does not exceed 100% of the federa poverty level and for pregnant women in families
whoseincomeisgreater than 185% of federal poverty level but does not exceed 200% of the federal poverty
level in accordance with Senate Bill 781 by Senator Hines (Act 1027). Childreninfamilieswhoseincome
does not exceed 200% of poverty are currently covered under LaCHIP. Coverage of these parentsin the
LaCHIP families should not only increase care and provide medical servicesfor these parents, but should aso
provide better care for the children.

Exceptiona Persons. SenateBill 855 by Senator Schedler (Act 1147) crestesthe Disability Services
Support System Planning Group and aconsumer task force for the planning group for program planning and
developing of proposals for improvement of programs for persons needing long-term care support. The
Developmental Disabilities Trust Fund would have been created by House Bill 1738 by Repr esentative

Landrieu (pending Senatefinal passage) which would be used to support the devel opment and continued
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improvement of asystem of community-based service delivery for the benefit of citizenswith developmental
disabilities. Thefundswould consist of proceedsfrom the sale of property bel onging to the Department of Hedlth
and Hospitals or the office of citizens with developmental disabilitiédospice. If goproved by the Heeth Care
Financing Adminidtration, the Department of Hedlth and Hospita swill develop and implement apilot project for
hospice care under the Medicaid State Plan for termindly ill personswho are éligiblefor Medicaid under Senate
Bill 1043 by Senator Schedler (Act 756). Thisact dlowsaMedicaid recipient to live at home until death and
should proveto beless costly than hospitalization or placement in anursing home. If the pilot project provesto
be cost effective, DHH may attempt to provide hospice care services statewide in the future.

Medicaid Drug Program. Senate Bill 502 by Senate Schedler (Act 395) and House Bill 1596 by
Representative Landrieu (pending Housefinal passage) authorizes the Department of Health and Welfare
to establish adrug formulary that usesaprior gpproval process, or any other process, in order to reduce the cost
of drugsin the Medicaid program. Requires that the prior approval process meet the following criteria:

Q) Provide for phone or other telephonic response within no more than 24 hours of arequest.

(2 Provide for dispensing a minimum of a 72 hour supply of covered drugs in an emergency situatior

3 Comply with federal law, rule, and regulation.
4) Involve medical personnel.
(5) Assure that aqualified, licensed physician be available for consultation during the process.

DHH may executecontractual arrangementsto performthe prior approva functionwithamedica school,
pharmacy school, thefiscal intermediary for the Medicaid program or such other qualified contractor asdeemed
gppropriate. Thisact further creastes the Medicaid Pharmaceutica and Thergpeutics Committee, appointed by the

governor and subject to Senate confirmation, to advise the secretary on policy recommendations related to the

I
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prudent administration of the Medicaid drug program. Reguiresthe committee to develop and maintaining a
pharmacopoeiain conjunction with a prior approval process for the drug formulary. Implementation of the
pharmacopeiais dependent on initial approval by the Senate and House committees on health and welfare but
limitslegidative committee actionsto approving or reecting the pharmacopoeiaand does not include adding or
deleting specific drugsto the pharmacopeia. Requiresthat the pharmacopoeiacomply with al federd and state
laws, rules, and regulations and that the secretary of DHH assure that actions by the committee arein compliance.
Further authori zesthe committee to recommend additions or deletionsto the pharmacopoeia. DHH may not be
abletoredrict or require prior approva of maintenance medicationsfor Medicaid recipientswho were prescribed
such drugs prior to the effective date of thisact; however this prohibition only appliesfor six months after such
effective date.

Mammogram. Senate Bill 319 by Senate Bajoie (pending House final passage) and House Bill
2000 by Representative Clarkson (Act 1116) alows a mammogram to be performed without a prescription
by alicensed practitioner authorized to perform mammogramsin thisstate. The practitioner must notify the patient,
and the physician of the patient's choice, of theresultsof the mammogram, including information indicating whether
the need for any follow-up is necessary. If enacted, thishill will encourage more women to get amammogram,
provide better access and early detection of breast cancer, and save lives.
HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

Hospitals. Becausein Louisiana, there are two and one half times more hospitals than the national
average, Senate Bill 492 wasintroduced by Senator Schedler (deferred in Senate Health and Welfare
Committee) and House Bill 593 by Representative R. Alexander (pending House Heath and Welfare

Committee) to require the Department of Hedlth and Hospitasto implement amoratorium, effective immediately,
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onthelicensure of new hospitalsand to prohibit the department from approving any new hospital sfor licensure
until August 1, 2003. Itisbelieved by many inthe health careindustry that private citizensare paying agrest ded
of the health care tab through taxes, contributions, and community support, and over thirty-eight percent of al
hospitals in Louisiana are operating in the red. While these bills were each deferred in committees, Senate
Concurrent Resolution 128 by Senator Schedler (adopted) createsatask forceto study the current health
carefacility licensure process and criteriafor licensureto determineif the publicisbeing well served withinthe
context of availablefinancia resources. HouseBill 704 by Representative K aren Carter (Act 832) decreases
thetime period within which ahospita must hold abandoned property and providesfor the digposal of any soiling
clothingwhichisconsidered abandoned property. Property |eft inthe possession of the hospital isconsidered
abandonedif, after notification,: (1) theowner, or hisnext of kinfallsto claimthe property with thirty day if hewas
discharged from or died in the hospitd, or (2) if the owner is anyone el se other than a person who was discharged
from the hospitd or died therein failsto claim the property within one hundred and twenty days. House Bill 652
by Representative Hudson (Act 977) expands the current prohibition against smoking in enclosed areas of a
hospital by providing for penaltiesfor those who smokein areas not designated as smoking areas. Anyonewho
violates such prohibition may beissued asummonsby alaw enforcement officer and fined amaximum of $500
or amaximum of 10 days of community services, or both.

Methadone Clinics. SenateBill 722 by Senator Hainkel (Act 774) a so declaresamoratorium on the
certification of any additiona methadone maintenance clinicsfrom July 1, 2001 until July 1, 2003, except for new
programs which were approved prior to July 1, 2001. During the moratorium the Department of Health and
Hospitalswill conduct astudy to determinethe need for and the criteriafor certification of methadone maintenance

clinics which must be completed not later than January 15, 2003.
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Long-Term Care Facilities, Mental Hedlth Clinics, Mental Hedlth Centers, Home Health Agencies. In
1997, amoratorium was placed on the licensure and enrollment in the Medicaid program of long-term care
hospitalsand beds, mental health clinicsand menta health centers, and home health agenciesuntil July 1, 2001
due to an over abundance of such facilities. Under House Bill 1008 by Representative R. Alexander (Act
863) the moratoriums are extended to July 1, 2006, with the exception of home health agenciesin which the
moratorium is extended until July 1, 2003.

Nursng Homes. Nursing homeswill now be reimbursed under acase mix reimbursement methodol ogy
to insure that they are paid areasonable and adequate rate for services rendered to Medicaid recipients no later
than January 1, 2003, and thereafter, in accordance with Senate Bill 445 by Senator Dar denne (Act 694).
The current methodol ogy, implementedin 1984, doesnot takeinto consideration major changesinfedera laws
relaiveto nursng home staffing, provisions of patient care, enforcement and regulatory requirements; changesin
Medicareand other health insurance programsthat haveresulted in patientswith more complex medica problems
being discharged to nursing home; or incentives for capital improvements.

Ambulatory Surgical Centers. Certain ambulatory surgica centerswill now be ableto offer stereotactic
radiosurgery by use of a GAMMA Knife or similar neurosurgical tool under Senate Bill 1036 by Senator
Bajoie(Act 754). Thiswill mean avast improvement in treatments of certain illnesses, including cancers, and
will be less costly to the patient and shorten his recovery period.

Outpatient Abortion Clinics. The Department of Health and Hospital sis authorized to license outpatient
abortion clinicsunder House Bill 949 by RepresentativeR. Alexander (Act 391). Legidation enacted inthe
past to give the department such authority was ruled uncongtitutiond, thereforethis bill rectifies the language and

allows the department to license and inspect these clinics for health and safety purposes.
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HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

Asinyearspassed, numerous billswereintroduced affecting health care providers and their scope of
practice and this year was no exception.

Physcian Assstants. A physcianass stant woul d have been authorized to prescribeand administer certain
drugs and medica devicesto the extent delegated by his supervising physician under Senate Bill 25 by Senator
Hines(fail Housefinal). Suchdrugsand medica deviceswerelimitedto all legend drugsand Schedulelll,
IV, and V substanceswhich are consi stent with and exclusively within the parameters of the practice speciality
of the physician assistant's supervising physician.

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses. An advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) may: prescribe
medical deviceswith passage of Senate Bill 503 by Senator Hines (Act 480); administer adigital block or
pudendal block if trained to do so according to Senate Bill 731 by Senator Hines (Act 721); refer apatient
to an occupationa therapist for treatment as provided in House Bill 919 by Representative Durand (Act 919);
and give ordersto aradiologic technologist pursuant to House Bill 1776 by Representative Durand (Act
640).

Physicians/Osteopaths. Senate Bill 524 by Senator Schedler (House calendar) would have
recognized equal professiona statusand privileges of alopathic and osteopathic physiciansand del etes specific
referencesto osteopathsin current law. Theterm "physician™ would have meant a person who has an alopathic
degree (M.D.) or an osteopathic degree (D.O.) issued by the Board of Medical Examiners.

Dentists. Within a24-month period following the death or disability of alicensed dentist, aspouse or
persona representative of the deceased or disabled dentist may contract with another licensed dentist to manage

the deceased or disabled dentist's practice under Senate Bill 562 by Senator Schedler (Act 199). A spouse
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will be prohibited from making any clinical decisions but may contract with another licensed dentist to run the
practice and treat the patients for up to 24 monthsto allow time to make atransition. Optometrists.
SenateBill 361 by Senator Hines (House calendar) would have authorized alicensed optometrist to use or
prescribe a substance listed in Schedulelll, 1V, and V, for amaximum of 48 hours, in diagnosing, preventing,
treating, or mitigating abnormal conditions and pathology of the eye and its adnexa when used in treatment of
disordersor diseases of theeye and itsadnexaif certified to do so by the L ouisiana State Board of Optometry
Examiners.

Psychologidgs. A psychologist who has undergone specidized training in dinica psychopharmacology and
haspassed anational proficiency examination in psychopharmacy approved by the State Board of Examinersof
Psychologist would have been authorized to prescribe and distribute certain drugs and other proceduresrelated
within the scope of practice of psychology according to rules promulgated by the board under Senate Bill 312
by Senator Heitmeire (pending Senate Committee on Health and Welfare).

Sanitarians. Licensed sanitarians must now complete a maximum of eight annual contract hours of
continuing educationfor therenewa of hislicense. Failuretofulfill thisrequirement will causethelicenseto lapse
until the continuing education requirements are meet. The licensure and licensure renewa feeswill dso increase
from $10 to $25 under House Bill 357 by Representative Strain (Act 807).

Marriage and Family Therapists. House Bill 1843 by Representative Dartez (Act 1843 ) provides
for thelicensure of marriage and family therapists by the L ouisiana Licensed professional Counselors Board of
Examiners based on recommendations of the newly creasted Marriage and Family Thergpy Advisory Committee.
TheAct definesthe practice of marriage and family therapy and provides educationd and experiencerequirements

for licensure as amarriage and family therapist.
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DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

Stroke. With Louisanabeing locatedinthe"strokebelt” and having 1.3 times greater number of stroke
than therest of the nation, the L ouisiana Stroke Treatment Task Forceis established by Senate Concurrent
Resolution 20 by Senator Hines (adopted) to study the feasibility of developing and implementing a
comprehensive statewide education program on stroke prevention targeted to high-risk populations and to
geographic areas where there is a high incidence of stroke.

MISCELLANEOUS

Oxycontin. Senate Concurrent Resolution 58 by Senator Thomas (adopted) directs the Department
of Hedlth and Hospitalsto study the use, abuse, and other problemsrelated to oxycontin. Thereisan increasing
problemwith the useand abuse of thisdrug which isahighly addictive pain medication which was creasted to help
people with cancer. However, individuas are getting the drug off the street, are becoming very quickly addicted,
and are loosing their families, careers, and even their lives.

Breast Feedingin Public. A mother'sright to breast-feed her baby in any place of public accommodation,
resort, or amusement without fear of discrimination is recognized under House Bill 377 by Representativelles
(Act 576). Statisticshaveshown that babiesfrom birth to oneyear of agewho are breast-fed are much healthier
but statisticsalso reveal adeclining percentage of motherswho are now choosing to breast-feed their babies.
With affirmation that mothers have aright to breast-feed in public places, it ishoped that more young mothers
will be encouraged to do so.

Medica Records. Hospitalsand other hedth care providersmay increasetheir feesfor copiesof medical
records, etc. requested by a patient or hislegal representative under House Bill 743 by Representative

Ansardi (Act 839). The handling cost for copies of apatient's medical records obtained from ahospita will
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increase from $10 to $15 and for records obtained from other hedth care provider will increase from $5 to $7.50.
Copiesof X-rays, microfilm, and eectronic and imaging mediawill increaseto $20 if obtained by a hospital and
$10if obtained from another health care provider .

Medica Trestment for Minors. Current law alowsaminor who isor believeshimsdlf to be afflicted with
an illness or disease to consent to the provision of certain medical treatment. House Bill 1201 by
RepresentativeWelch (Act 884) expandscurrent law by further authorized aminor to consent to medical care
or the administration of drugs to alleviate or reduce pain, discomfort, or distress during labor and childbirth.

Abortion. House Bill 1909 by Repr esentative Donelon (Act 1110) addressed the regulation of |ater
term abortion, including the presence of a second attending physician and requirement of an ultrasound; added

certain drugs to the methods by which abortion may be performed.
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INSURANCE
Contact: Tammy Smith (225) 342-9127

THE LOUISIANA INSURANCE RATING COMMISSION

SenateBill 1107 by Senate President Hainkd (vetoed) would havetransferred rate making authority
from the Insurance Rating Commission to the property and casualty division of the Department of | nsurance.
Under thishill, theinsurance company would have madeal rate requeststo the property and casudty division and
the department would have 30 daysto act on the rate request. If the department fails to act, the rate change
would have been effective automaticaly. If acompany'srequest isdenied, it could still appedl to the Insurance
Rating Commission. Thelnsurance Rating Committeewould makearuling. If acompany isdissatisfied with the
ruling of the rating commission, it could then appeal to the 19th Judicial District Court.
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE

Senate Bill by Senator Cleo Fields (pending Senate Committee) proposed to prohibit the use of
adriver'scredit rating to set automobileinsurancerates. The committee heard testimony from the Department
of Insurance and the insurance industry indicating the use of credit ratings as a valuable rate determinate
classfication. Thebill was debated for two consecutive meetings and an attempt was made for acompromise
proposal; however, the bill was defeated in committee.

SenateBill 75 by Senator Wilson Fields (pending Senate Committee) proposed to require insurers
to includein the notification of cancellation to the office of motor vehicles, the reasonsfor and circumstances
surrounding the cancellation of an insurance policy. The committee also heard thislegidation at two separate
hearings in hopes of a compromise proposal. Unfortunately, none could be reached and the bill failed in

committee.
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HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Senate Bill 14 by Senator Irons (pending Senate Committee) would have required homeowners
policiesto provide coverage for loss or damage to commercid or residentia property caused by drought. Further,
these policieswould provide dso coverage for any diminution in value of commercia or resdentia property which
isattributableto drought. Thislegidation failed to passthe Senate Insurance Committee and waslater converted
to Senate Concur rent Resolution 140 (adopted) to memoriaize Congressto study thefeasibility of insurance
coverage for loss, damage or diminution in the value of property caused by drought.

HEALTH INSURANCE

Senate Bill 314 by Senator Heitmeler (Act 1013) requires health insurance policies and contractsto
provide coverage foods and low protein food products for the treatment of inherited metabolic disease.

SenateBill 211 by Irons(pending House committee) would have required insurersthat subsidizethe
cost of prescription drugs to provide coverage of birth control pills. The provisions of this bill would have
excluded coverage for IUDs or any type of abortion drug. The bill further provided an exception for religious
organizations that provided insurance coverage to its employees.

Senate Bill 865 by Senator Thomas (Act 1133) proposes that the Department of Insurance review
all satelawsthat mandate coverage by health insurance companiesto determinetheir cost-effectiveness. Each
statutory mandate shall undergo an actuarial cost anaysisto be conducted by the Department of Insurance. The
proposed law would have exempted federally mandated benefits or options. It includes mandates that require
insurance companiesto pay for mammograms, prostate cancer screening, trestment for cleft lip paatesand mentd

illness.
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Senate Bill 927 by Cravins (pending Senate Committee) would have prohibited patients from
assigning benefitsunder their health insurance plan to hospitals. The current law mandatesthat insurers accept
the patient's assignment of benefitstoinstitutional providers, namely hospital's, and that hospitalshavearight to
collect payment directly from theinsurer. Senator Cravins bill would have ended this practice. House Bill 1474
by Representative Clar kson (pending Senate Committee) would have expanded the Cravinsbill to require
hedlth insurers and health maintenance organi zations (HM Os) to recognize assgnment of benefitsto ahedth care
provider, including ahedth carefadility, by an insured, beneficiary, subscriber, or enrollees. Thebill further would
have provided that if ahealth care provider has accepted an assignment of health insurance benefitsfrom any
insured, beneficiary, subscriber, or enrollees and theinsurer disputes acharge on the basisthat the charge exceeds
the usud and customary charge for the service rendered, then the health care provider is prohibited from billing
the balance of the charge to the insured, beneficiary, subscriber, or enrollees and requires the provider and the
insurer to resolve the dispute taking into account all circumstances surrounding the provision of the service.
LICENSING OF INSURANCE PRODUCERS

House Bill 1557 by Representative Bowler (Act 158) puts Louisianain compliance with federal
regulations of insurance producer licensing preventing federal preemption and authorization by the National
Association of Registered Agents and Brokersto serve as the national licensing authority that would devise
uniform licenaing requirementsfor the states. Thefederd act, commonly referred to asthe Gramm-Leach-Bliley
Act, required uniformity and reciprocity in insurance producer licensing.

WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE
SenateBill 1105 by Senator Schedler (Act 1150) regulates professiona employer organizations (PEO)

and similar organizationsthat provide products and servicesthat include insurance coverage. The proposed
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legidation providesthat if aPEO service agreement providesfor the procurement and maintenance of state or
federd workers compensation insurance, the PEO engaged in the business of soliciting, selling, or negotiating

policies of insurance shall be properly licensed and issue multiple coordinating policies.
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JUDICIAL AFFAIRS
Contact: Camille Sebastien (225) 342-2087

During the session, there were severd hillsintroduced which would have imposed additional court costs
on certain peoplein certain areas of the state to fund various measures, and because of the observation that the
costswere excessive and financia ly burdensometo the people of this state, most of them were recommitted to
the Senate Finance Committee, where they are still pending today.

Senate Bill 279 by Senator Dar denne (Act 84) authorizes an administrative law judge to conduct
adjudications or conferences, if the parties do not object, and to administer oaths in such proceedings by
electronic means.

Senate Bill 564 by Senator Romero (Act 341) authorizes afedera court judge with an officia duty
gation withintheterritorid limits of Louidanato perform marriage ceremonieswithin hisjurisdictiona boundaries
in the state.

Senate Bill 1027 by Senator Chaisson (Act 750) authorizes the clerk of each court of appeal to
expend the ba ance of the premiums paid on thefidelity bondsrequired under R.S. 13:351 to defray the expense
of employment benefitsfor court employeesand judges, whichisin addition to the expensesfor the purchase of
stationery, books, furniture, equipment, and other expensesin the operation of the court and the clerk's office
already authorized by present law.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 148 by Senator Dar denne (adopted) establishes and providesfor
aspecid commissionto study court costsimposedin civil, traffic, and crimind mattersin the sate, parish, and city
courts of the state and the uses of such court costs and other fees. This resolution arises out of the fact that
twenty-ninebillswereintroduced during the 2001 Regular Session proposing theimposition of additional court

costsin civil, traffic, and criminal matters to fund various projects, entities and agencies.
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House Concurrent Resolution 14 by Representative Clarkson (adopted) requeststhe Louisiana
Judicia Collegetoinstitute mandatory continuing legal education for judgeson lawsregarding child support
guidelines and family law matters.

House Concurrent Resolution 30 by Representative Toomy (adopted) authorizes and directsthe
state treasurer to pay the approved 5% increasein thejudicia salaries of the supreme court, courts of apped,
district courts, and the state-paid salaries of city court and parish court judges. Consi dering the study undertaken
by the Judicial Compensation Commission, pursuant to Act No. 1077 of the Regular Session of 1995, and the
recommendationsof Loren C. Scott, Professor Emeritusand former holder of the Fregport McMoRan Chair of
Economics, Louisana State University, which included consderation of the studies of, and information provided
by, the National Center for State Courts and the American Judicature Society, and in recognition of the eroding
effect of inflation upon the purchasing power of judicid sdariesin the state of Louisiana, the compensation paid
to judgesin other southern sates, and the compensation paid to other comparable positionsin Louisanaand other
southern states, that the actua salary of supreme court, court of apped, and district court judges shdl be increased
by five percent each year on July 1, 2001, on July 1, 2002, and July 1, 2003 and further that the state-paid salary
of city court and parish court judges shal beincreased by five percent each year on July 1, 2001, on July 1, 2002,
and on July 1, 2003.

HouseBill 102 by RepresentativeMurray (call Senatefinal) would have provided for an additional
annua saary of 5% of theannual salary paid to adigtrict court judgefor each chief judgeof ajudicid district court
including the chief judges of the civil and crimind digtrict courtsfor the parish of Orleans. Additiondly, provides
that each chief judge of ajudicia digtrict court, including the chief judge of the civil district court for the parish of

Orleansand the chief judge of the criminal district court for the parish of Orleans, shall be entitled to receive an
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additional amount of 5% of the annual salary paid to adistrict court judge in annual compensation, payable
monthly upon the warrant of the chief judge. Prohibits the expenditure of additional funds of the state or local
politica subdivison for the additiond sdary, bendfits, or any other ancillary expenses associated with the additiond
saary.

Several housebillsand senate billswereintroduced that provided for additional judgeshipsin certain
district courtsthroughout the state. They areasfollows. House Bill 22 by Repr esentative JR Smith (Act 25)
for the 30th JDC, House Bill 215 by Representative Pitre (Act 217) for the 17th JDC, House Bill 663 by
Representative Hill (Act 240) for the 33rd JDC, House Bill 1112 by Representative Schneider (call
Senate final) and Senate Bill 822 by Senator Hainkel (Act 779) for the 22nd JDC, Senate Bill 26 by
Senator B Jones (Act 190) for the 3rd IDC, Senate Bill 561 by C Fidds (Act 198) for the 19th IDC, Senate
Bill 968 by Senator Gautreaux (pending Senate Committee) for the 32nd JDC.

House Bill 274 by Representative Martiny (Act 225) provides that the "Judicial Compensation
Commission™ will conggt of 15 rather than 10 membersand authorizesthe legidature to enact legidation increasing
judicial salaries whether in an odd-numbered or even-numbered year, or at any extraordinary session of the
legidature, if included within the objects of that sesson. Theact further clarifiesthe effective date of the salaries
recommended in the report submitted by the commission.

House Bill 1108 by Representative McMains (Act 428) provides that the salaries of the
commissionersof the 19th Judicia Digtrict Court and the 15th Judicia District Court, who are paid by the state,
in addition to any supplements or emoluments provided by law, shall be 90% of the state-funded portion of the
salary paid to adistrict court judge per annum, payablein the same manner and from the same sources asthe

salary and benefits of a district court judge.
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House Bill 1825 by Representative Lancaster (Act 1103) includes retired justices of the peace who
were unsuccessful in being reelected to the retired justices of the peace who are alowed by present law to
perform marriage ceremonies.

House Bill 1927 by Representative Nevers (Act 283) exempts additional mayors courts in
municipditieshaving apopulaion of lessthan 5,000 from the requirement of collecting court cogtsto fund indigent

defender programs.
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LABOR
Contact: Tabitha Irvin-Gray (225) 342-0645

SEXUAL ORIENTATION DISCRIMINATION

Employment. Inaneffort totreat all personsequal, SenateBill 862 by Senator Cravins(withdrawn)
St out todojust that. Thishill would have madeit unlawful for an employer, including any governmentd entity
or governmenta agency to discriminatein employment onthe basisof actud or perceived sexud orientation. This
bill did not apply to any private businesshaving 25 or fewer full-time employees, the United States government
or itsmilitary including the Nationd Guard, the provision of employee benefitsto an individua for the benefit of
such individual's partner, or religious organization, except with respect to employment and employment
opportunitiesthat relate to any employment position that pertains solely to areligious organization's for-profit
activities. Theburden of proof for acivil actionisby clear and convincing evidence and that the statistical data
regarding the sexual orientation of a defendant's employees shall not be admissible.
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

House Concurrent Resolution 64 by Representative Holden (adopted), requests the House and
Senateof thelabor andindustrid rel ationscommitteesto meet as joint committeesto study thewages and benefits
of Louisianaworkers because most citizensin Louisiana are making wages below the poverty level. The
resolution a so urges the study to devel op astrategy to bring wages up to levelsthat will support and sustain
Louisianafamilies.
EMPLOYMENT/UNIONS

HouseBill 1740 by Representative Scalise (Act 1190) make reference to alabor peace agreement.
It was explained that alabor peace agreement isacontract which dictates terms by which an employer would

haveto work out with the labor organization. Thishill providesthat any agreement, understanding, or practice
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inany form between any employer and labor organization madein violation of certain provisionsof law isnot
enforceable. It also provides that governmental bodies are prohibited from passing any law, ordinance, or

regulation or imposing any condition on employers or employees freedom to act under federal |abor laws

D.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Contact: Yolanda Dixon (225) 342-6184

LEGISLATION

SenateBill 5 by Senator Campbell (pending Housefinal) would have limited the number of billsa
legidator may introduce in aregular of session to 15. The proposed constitutional amendment would make an
exception to thefifteen bill limit for loca or specid billsand billswhich reped law. Billswhich reped law may not
be amended to amend or enact law. Bills requested by executive branch departments are limited to ten per
department and will not count against a legislator's limit.

Senate Bill 691 by Senator Cravins (pending Senate committee) and House Bill 1826 by
Representative Pitre (pending House final) would have provided for agenerd congtitutional convention to
be convened on January 6, 2003, composed of 105 elected del egates (one elected from each representative
digtrict) and 28 legidative del egates (21 representatives e ected by the House membersresiding in each respective
congressiond didtrict [threefrom each]; and seven senators el ected by the members of the Senateresidingin each
respective congressional district in effect at the time of election) charged with preparing afinal draft for a
proposed new condgtitution no later than March 15, 2003. Providesfor the Joint Legidative Committee on aNew
Condtitution, composed of thelegid ative membersto meet and prepare adraft of the new congtitution, aternative
proposals, a budget for the convention, and draft proposed rules of the convention by June 30, 2002.
LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

Senate Bill 4 by Senator Hines (Act 1231) proposes the following series of changesto the system of
regular sessions effective Jan. 1, 2004, if approved by the electorate:

1) Changestheregular annud legidative sessionthat isfiscal in nature session from even-numbered years

to odd-numbered years and changesthe regular annud legidative sesson that isgenera in nature session
from odd-numbered years to even-numbered years.
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2) Extends the length of afiscal-type session from not more than 30 legidative days in a45 caendar day
period to not more than 45 legidative days in a 60 calendar day period.

3) Clarifiesthe language that restricts the subject matter to be consdered in fiscal type sessions and adds
to the permitted subjects: decreasing or repeding afee, no more than five mattersintended to have the
effect of law per legidator without regard to the subject limitation provided thefive billsaretimely prefiled,
and any matter intended to have the effect of law without regard to the subject limitation provided its
object isto enact alocal or specia law.

4) Changes prefile deadlinefrom 5 pm on Friday before thefirst day of aregular sessonto 5 pm on the 10th
calendar day prior to the first day of session.

5) Changesthe absol ute introduction deadline in aregular annud legidative session that isgenerd in nature
session from midnight of the 30th calendar day to 6pm on the 23rd calendar day. Changes the absolute
introduction deadlinein aregular annua legidative sessonthat isfisca in nature session from midnight
of the 10th calendar day to 6pm on the 10th calendar day.

6) Changes the prohibition on third reading and fina passage during a general-type session from after
midnight of the 55th legidative day to after 6pm of the 57th legidative day or the 82nd calendar day,
whichever occursfirst. Changes the prohibition on third reading and final passage during afisca-type
session from after midnight of the 27th legidative day to after 6 pm of the 42nd legidative day or the 57th
calendar day, whichever occursfirst.

LEGISLATORS
Senate Bill 10 by Senator Hainkel (pending Senate Committee) would have repealed provisions

which limited the terms of members of the Senate and the House of Representativesto two and one-half terms

in three consecutive terms, for aterm of office which began on or after January, 1996.

Financid Disclosurefor legidatorswasthe subject of Senate Bill 635 by Senator Hainkel (Act 328).

SenateBill 635 would have alowed any legidator who receives Medicaid fundsto indicate on hisfinancia

disclosurereport that information relative to ownership, financia interest and income may be accessed through

thefiles on record with the Department of Health and Hospitals. The expense dlowance of legidatorswasthe

subject of SenateBill 1064 by Senator Hainkel (pending Senate conference). Thebill would have created

asupplemental allowance of $8,400 per year for members of the Senate as follows:




Page 123 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

1. Payment of rent for office space, utilities and other expenses related to the holding or conduct of his

office.

2. Purchase or |ease payments for furniture or equipment.

3. Stationery and supplies.

4. Postage.

5. Photography.

6. Printing

7. Office telephone services (in excess of the amount currently allowed by policy).

8. Member travel within his senatoria district in furtherance of the holding or conduct of his offic

The bill would have required an itemi zed statement and invoi ces or supporting recelpts prior to payment,
and authorizes membersto carry over $3,000 of unused dlowanceto the next fisca year. Thetotal reimbursable
amount in any fiscal year is limited to no more than $11,400. The bill further would have specified that no
allowance be avail able to members of the legislature, except as provided by law.
LOBBYING

SenateBill 697 by Senator Bill Jones (pending House committee) would have prohibited lobbyists

from lobbying on a contingency fee basis and prohibits any state employee from lobbying on behalf of any

professional association which isrelated to his official capacity or duties.

o)
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT & SPECIAL DISTRICTS
Contact: Ann Brown (225) 342-0333

EXPROPRIATION

By Governing Authorities:  Many municipditiesand parishesfound thet growth within their boundaries
resulted in aneed to quickly expropriate property to facilitate the improvement of publicinfrastructuressuch as
drainage, flood protection, highways, roads, streets, sewerage projects, and utilities. Present law providesfor
expropriation after ajury tria determinesthevaue of the property. Oncethefinal judgement has been rendered
and theamount deposited intheregisiry of the court then the governing authority would be entitled to the property.

Proposed | egidation authorizesaquicker form of expropriation. " Expropriation by adecl aration of taking" requires

the following steps: (1) a 15 days notice must be given to the property owner before filing a petition for
expropriation; (2) apetition must befiled whichincludes anitemized satement of thefull extent of the owner'sloss,
(3) the court isrequired to issue an order directing the municipality or parish to deposit the amount of the estimate
intheregistry of the court; (4) titleto the property will vestsin the municipality or parish upon fina court order;
and (5) the property owner may apply for atrid to determine the measure of compensation to which heisentitled
by filing an answer within one year from the date of notice of expropriation.

Billsintroduced authorizing expropriation by adeclaration of taking were: Senate Bill 249 by Senator
Dupre(Act 470) provides such authority to the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government; Senate Bill 251
by Senator Dupre (Act 471) provides such authority to the Consolidated Terrebonne Parish Waterworks
Digtrict No. 1; House Bill 67 by Representative Pitre (call Housefinal) would have provided such authority
to waterworks districts; House Bill 69 by Representative Pitre (Act 210) provides such authority to the
Lafouche Parish Water District No. 1; House Bill 237 by Repr esentative Faucheux (House committee)

would have provided such authority to municipal and parish governing authorities; House Bill 349 by
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Representative McM ains (Act 228) provides such authority to the parish of East Baton Rouge and the city
of Baton Rouge; and House Bill 902 by Repr esentative M cCallum (Act 853) provides such authority to the
town of Bernice. A similar bill, House Bill 311 by Representative Pitre (House committee) would have
provided port commissions and port authorities with the authority to expropriate by a declaration of taking.
PUBLIC BUILDING

Superdome:  Thecity of New Orleans considered selling theright to namethe L ouisiana Superdome
which is governed by the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District.

As such, several bills were proposed to achieve this goal. Senate Bill 18 by SenatorsHollis and
Bajoie (Act 1215) requires any agreement on naming the stadium by a Nationa Football League franchise be
approved by the Joint Legidative Committee on the Budget; Senate Bill 38 by Senator Cain (Senate
committee) would have provided for the selling right to be extended to aprivate company; SenateBill 612 by
Senator Bajoie (Senate committee) would have provided for the selling right to be extended to onewhoisa
major lease holder of the dome and who usesit for all of its regular and post-season home games, Senate Bill
786 by Senator Dar denne (Senate committee) would have provided for the selling rightsto be extended to
aprivateentity. HouseBill 243 by Representative Scalise (Act 1219) providesaso for the sale of the naming
rightsto Zephyr Field for approva by the Joint L egidative Committee on the Budget for the salling of the naming
right to any seller.

New Orleans Arena:  SenateBill 614 by Senator Bajoie (Senate committee) would have provided
that the selling right to name the New Orleans Arena be extended to onewho isamgor lease holder of the dome

and who usesit for al of its regular and post-season home games.
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LOCAL OFFICIALS

Police Chief: Severa loca governing authoritieswanted to change the method of sdlection used for their
local police chief. The majority wanted to change the position from an elective to an appointive position.

Billsintroduced to change the police chief positionswerefor the following areas. Senate Bill 39 by
Senator M cPherson (Act 311) changesthe town of Woodworth to an appointive position; Senate Bill 267
by Senator B. Jones (Act 82) changesthe municipdity of Grambling to an gppointive position; Senate Bill 942
by Senator C. Fidds (withdrawn) would have provided for an elected chief of policein municipalitieswith a
population size between 210,000 and 250,000; House Bill 897 by Representative Hammett (House
committee) would have provided for an appointive position in the town of Lake Providence; House Bill 903
by Representative R. Alexander (Act 854) providesfor an appointive positionin the village of Sikes; House
Bill 904 by Representative Hopkins (Act 984) provides for an appointive position in the town of
Greenwood; HouseBill 1153 by Repr esentative Bruce (Act 376) providesfor an appointive positioninthe
village of Longstreet; Senate Bill 325 by Senator Hainkel (Act 5) and House Bill 118 by Representative

Powell (Act 793) removes the chief of police for the city of Hammond from the classified service categon
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Contact: Ben Bradford (225) 342-0331

LOUISIANA SCENIC RIVERSACT

SenateBill 98 by Senator Hainkel (failed Housefinal) would have provided that any violation of the
LouisianaScenic Rivers Act, or any rule adopted pursuant thereto, shall congtitute aclassfour violation. The bill
would have provided that the provisons of the Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act shall not be gpplicableto thosetracts
of land located aong the banks of the Tchefuncte River between LA Hwy 22 to Lake Pontchartrain which
possessacommercid zoning classification, or to those tracts of land located aong the banks of such sections of
the Tchefuncte River and situated between and in the same ownership as tracts of land which possess a
commercial zoning classification granted by the appropriate local government zoning authority.
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Senate Bill 999 by Senator Hines (pending Senate Natural Resour ces Committee) would have
transferred all functions, dutiesand powers of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesto the Department of
Natural Resources and abolished the positions of secretary, undersecretary and deputy secretary of Department
of Wildlifeand Fisheries, and created the office of wildlife and the office of fisheries within the Department of
Natural Resources.

House Bill 338 by Representative Daniel (Act 963) provides that in addition to those oil, gas, or
minerd leases and rights of the lessors and lessees which remain in effect on lands that have changed ownership
dueto accretion, dereliction or other action of anavigable stream, bay or lake, such leasesand rights shall also
remainin effect on landsthat have changed ownership asaresult of erosion, subsidence, or other action of the
sea or arm of the sea.

House Bill 1696 by Representative Pierre (Act 919) providesthat the State Land Office, within the
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division of administration, shall havetherespons bility to administer, control, and lease public landsand waters
where authorized, and organizesthe State Land Officeinto an administrative section, land and water bottom
management section, historical records section, and titlesand survey section. Thebill authorizesthe officeto
conduct meetings, public hearings, gppoint advisory committees, accept gifts, donations, bequests, and promulgate
rules and regulationsto assst in the performance of the officé's duties. The bill dso authorizesthe officeto issue
classesof permitsto congtruct, create, dter, improve, extend, or maintain any wharf, pier, dock, landfill, structure,
or other encroachment on statewater bottoms, placesthe responsi bility of administering reclamationwith the State
Land Office, and authorizes the office to grant leases on state lands that have been encroached upon.

HouseConcur rent Resolution by Repr esentative Thompson (adopted) memorializescongressto
support federal legidlation strengthening safety regulations of natural gas and liquids pipeline operations.

House Concurrent Resolution by Repr esentative Pierre (adopted) memoriaizes congressto adopt
acomprehensive national energy policy.
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION

House Bill 1315 by Representative Damico (Act 182) authorizes the commissioner of conservation
to let contractsin response to a declared emergency at an oilfield site, facility, structure of pipeline without
adherenceto the requirements of the Public Bid Law or Procurement Code, and providesthat the commissioner
may |et contractsto respond to emergencies by aninformal bidding process by which bids are solicited from at
least three bidders. The commissoner shall report annually on the number and type of emergenciesto the Senate
and House Committees on Natural Resources.
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

HouseBill 575 by Representative Never s (failed Senate final) would have established a permissive
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systemfor titling vesselsand outboard motors, ten horsepower or greater, to be administered by the Department
of Wildlifeand Fisheries. Thedepartment shall issueand handleall vessel and outboard motor title applications
and certificatesfor afee not to exceed twenty dollars. Persons engaged in the business of selling vesselsand
outboard motors shall be required to maintain recordsfor every vessel bought, sold or exchanged for three years.

HouseBill 1381 by Representative Hutter (pending Senate Natur al Resour ces Committee) could
have prohibited entry upon immovable property known to be owned by another whether the property is properly
posted or not, with the intent to hunt or fish without the permission of the owner or one authorized to grant
consent. Thebill would have provided that violations shall be apunishable by afine of between $100 and $350
or not more than 60 days imprisonment, or both for afirst offense, and that persons who enter immovable
property without permission shall hold the owners or his assigns harmless for any offense or quas offense,
including acts of gross negligence.
OFFICE OF THE OIL SPILL COORDINATOR

HouseBill 1895 by Representative Pierre (Act 649) establishesthe Regional Restoration Planning
Program in theoffice of the oil spill coordinator and providesfor funding the program and other activitiesof the
oil spill coordinator. The act dso providesthat the oil spill coordinator isauthorized to employ additiona staff to
administer, manage, and implement the program, and establishesthe Natural Resource Restoration Trust Fund
funded by natural resource damage assessmentsto be used for the coordinator's duties relating to natural resource
damage assessmentsand rel ating to theimplementation of the Regiona Restoration Planning Program. The act
providesthat the fundsremaining in the Natura Resource Restoration Trust Fund a the end of thefisca year and
all interest accrued shall remainin the fund. Any federa funds placed in the fund shall be administered in

accordancewithfedera requirements. It providesthat administrative and personnel expensesof theofficeof the
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coordinator, including the technica assistance program, not to exceed $450,000 per fisca year, and decreases

the total use of the fund for operating costs and contracts for response and prevention from $1,000,000 to

$600,000.
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OCCUPATIONS & PROFESSIONS

Contact: Mary Arceneaux (225) 342-9684
ACCOUNTANTS

An "accountant/client” privilege is placed within the Code of Evidence by House Bill 2047 by
Representative DeWitt (Act 1206). The act allows the client to refuse to disclose any confidential
communication made to his accountant, and lists numerous exceptions including a communication that is
Q) Made in furtherance of a crime or fraud.

2 With anow deceased client between parties who are making claims through that client.
(©)) Relevant to a breach of duty by an accountant.

4 Relevant to the authenticity or capacity of an accountant who signed as a witness

5) Relevant to the common interests of two or more clients.

(6) Concerning the identity of the client.

7 Concerning information required to be disclosed by accounting profession standards.
(8 Concerning an investigation of the State Board of CPA's.

9 Concerning disclosures in ethical investigations or peer review.

(10) Related to adomestic proceeding.

Actuaria services were added to the definition of professional services subject to the Professional,
Personal, Consulting, and Social Services Procurement Law, such that contracts for such services that exceed
$50,000 must be formally bid. House Bill 1031 by Representative LeBlanc (Act 869).
ARCHITECTS

The membership of the State Board of Architectural Examinerswasincreased from fiveto seven (al

chosen by the governor), with five members chosen from alist of three nomineesfrom each of thefivedistricts
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according to geographic regions defined in the new law, the other two being an experienced architect or
government administrator, and anon-architecture-relatedindividual . HouseBill 403 by Repr esentativeFlavin
(Act 231). Thefive geographical regions are defined as follows:

Digtrict 1: Orleans, Plaque mines, and St. Bernard.

Digtrict 2: Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Tammany,
Terrebonne, and Washington.

Didrict 3: Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciang, Iberville, Livingston, St. Helena, St. Martin, Tangipahoa,
West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana.

Didrict 4: Acadia, Allen, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Ca casieu, Cameron, Evangdine, Grant, | beria, Jefferson Davis,
L afayette, Natchitoches, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry, St. Mary, Vermilion, and Vernon.

District 5: Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Cadwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, DeSoto, East Carroll, Franklin,
Jackson, LaSdle, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Red River, Richland, Tensas, Union, Webster, West
Carroll, and Winn.

Separatelegidationincreased the permissible maximum fees that can be assessed for initid licensureand

registrations licenserenewals, and delinquent licenserenewals. House Bill 402 by Repr esentative Flavin

(Act 55).

Type of Fee Pr esent New
Initial license (in-state) $ 50 $200
Registration out-of -state 250 500
Renewal (in-state) 50 200
Renewal out-of-state 125 500
Delinquent renewal (in-state) 60 200
Delinquent renewal out-of-state 125 500

ATTORNEYS
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House Bill No. 718 by Representative McMains (Act 835) increases the penalties for soliciting
employment for legd practitioners and for unlawful payments by attorneysto "runners' and makes both offenses
relative felonies. Possible pendtiesfor solicitation of employment for an attorney were increased from $1,000 to
$5,000 or imprisonment for not more than five years with or without hard labor, or both. Possible penaltiesfor
unlawful payments by attorneys wereincreased to a possiblefine of $7,000 or imprisonment for not more than
seven years with or without hard labor, or both.

HouseBill 481 by Representative Pinac (Act 968) alowsthe Louisiana State Licensing Board for
Contractorsto contract with outside counsel or collection agencieson acontingency-feebasisto enforcecertain
judgments. Such attorneys or collection agencies must be selected pursuant to a request for proposalsin
accordance with the Professiondl, Persona, Consulting, and Socid Services Procurement Law and the Louisana
Procurement code, respectively. All funds collected pursuant to a contingency-fee contract shall be deposited
directly to the board, and the contingency feewill then be paid by the board to the attorney or collection agency.

The permiss bleamount an attorney may withholdinworkers compensation litigation wasincreased from
20% of thefirst $10,000 to 20% of thefirst $20,000, and 10% of al amounts recovered thereafter (as provided
in current law). Senate Bill 50 by Senator Marionneaux (Act 672).

CHIROPRACTORS

House Bill 1118 by Representative Faucheux (Act 375) addsto the powers and duties of the Board
of Chiropractic Examiners. It providesfor removal of non-participating board members, authorizes alternative
examination requirements and an increasein license application and renewa fees and finesfor suspended and
revoked licenses and; allows waiver of renewals while on active duty in the military.

CONTRACTORS
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Thewarranty period for actions against contractors was reduced from 10 to seven years, and the scope
of the preemptive period for claimsagainst contractors was extended to include surveyorsin connection with
residentia building contractors, by HouseBill 1129 by Repr esentative Pinac and Senator Michot (Act 179).

House Bill 278 by Representative Montgomery (Act 802) allows licensed residential building
contractorswho have been licensed to engagein residentia building construction for 15 consecutiveyears, to dect
to placetheir licensesininactivedatus. Inactivelicensees arethen prohibited from engagingin resdentid building
contracting. An inactive licensee may request atransfer to active status, if:

(1) Theinactive license has been renewed.
(2) Theinactive licenseis current at the time of the request.
(3) Thelicensee submits proof of required insurance.

HouseBill 481 by Repr esentative Pinac (Act 968) allowsthe Louisiana State Licensing Board for
Contractorsto contract with outside counsel or collection agencieson acontingency-feebasisto enforcecertain
judgments. Such attorneys or collection agencies must be selected pursuant to a request for proposalsin
accordance with the Professiondl, Persona, Consulting, and Socid Services Procurement Law and the Louisana
Procurement code, respectively. All funds collected pursuant to a contingency-fee contract shall be deposited
directly to the board, and the contingency feewill then be paid by the board to the attorney or collection agency.

Senate Bill 627 by Senator Michot and Representative Alexander (Act 711) retains existing
requirement that any person performing thework of aresidential building contractor belicensed by the State
Licensing Board of Contractors, except an owner who supervisesaproject on hispersona residence, provided
he does not build more than one residence per year. The original Senate bill provided that the one-year period

would commence on the date of occupancy of the residence but that change was removed in Senate committee.
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The bill retained new exceptions for owners of property who have a change in marital status or achangein
employment location in excess of 50 miles from his personal residence.

The Senaterequested the State Licensing Board for Contractorsto study issuance of €l ectronic building
permits by Senate Resolution 48 by Senator Hoyt.
COSMETOLOGY

A lengthy bill reauthorized, and rearranged, the LouisianaBoard of Cosmetology. House Bill 1485 by
Representative Pinac (Act 907). Among many other things, the bill transferred the board to be within the office
of the governor, as well as the following:
- defines "cosmetologist™” as a person who engages in the one or any combination of the practices of esthetics,
hair dressing, and manicuring, for compensation, direct or indirect, includingtips. It but provisionsthat prohibit
ac_osmaologist from engaging in any hair cutting theat is not on fema es when giving permanent waves and shaping

hair.

- provides arefusal mechanism for board memberswho in the discharge of aduty or responsibility would be
required to vote on a matter which would cause violation of the Code of Governmental Ethics

- removes the prohibition against any person connected with the ownership of a school having involvement with
the administration of the exam of applicants for certificates of registration.

- makes the position of executive director unclassified with an annual salary not to exceed $50,000 plus
reimbursement for necessary expenses.

- deletes requirement that the board employ an assistant director

- deletes requirement that any board member who failsto attend more than three meetings in any calendar year
shall resign.

-- carries forward inspection requirements (except the requirement for a chief ingpector), but does not require
one inspector for each congressional district, nor does it mandate that inspectors be civil service employe

-- addsto facilitiesexempt from licensure by the LouisanaBoard of Barber Examiners. and removes prohibition
againg alicensed barber performing work in abeauty shop , or acertified cosmetol ogist from working in abarber
shop.

ES.
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- dlowsfor achange of location but does not require that the location be in the same parish and a 30-day notice
be submitted by the school. It further requires the assessment of an additional feefor theinitia inspection of a
school that has changed locations.  Also repeals the separate provisions for licensing schools of esthetics

- retains previous provisionsthat the board shall employ an exam team composed of no more than six licensed
cosmetol ogistswho areregistered votersand who havelived inthe statefor ayear. They must have been actively
engaged as a cosmetologist or ateacher for aminimum of five years. The exam team members cannot be
connected with the ownership of alicensed school nor be employed by alicensed school while ontheteam. The
team shall receive aper diem of $100 and other expenses. The hill further alows a board member who has no
ownership interest in a school to serve as an exam team member in the absence of any exam team membe

COUNSELORSAND THERAPISTS

House Bill 1843 by Representative Dartez (Act 1195) provides for the licensure of marriage and
family therapists by the La. Licensed Professional Counselors Board of Examiners based on recommendations
of thenewly created Marriage and Family Thergpy Advisory Committee. The act definesthe practice of marriage
and family therapy and provides educationa and experiencerequirementsfor licensureasamarriageand family
therapist.

Licensed professional counselorswere authorized to participate in videotaped testimony of childrenin
abuse cases by Senate Bill 738 by Senator Mount (Act 486). Specifically, they may now:

(1)Supervisethetaking of achild's statement in avideotape of achild 14 yearsold or under for use as competent
evidence for or against a defendant charged with rape or physical or sexual abuse of a child.

(2)Conduct areplacement home study to obtain a certification of adoption if requested to do so by aperson
qualified to adopt a child.

(3)Counsa with both an adopted person and hisbiological parentsor siblings prior to being put in contact with
each other.

(4) Beincluded and considered as a
(8)"Hedlth care provider" under the Louisiana Workers Compensation Law.
(b)" Treatment provider" for purposes of providing mental health services for rehabilitation of sex
offenders.
(c)"Qualified professional supervisor" under the Substance Abuse Counselor Certificate Act to
provide substance abuse counseling.
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(d)"State health care provider" and "health care provider” for medical malpractice coverage.
(e)"Psychotherapist” under the Code of Evidence for health care provider-patient privilege.

Senate Bill 510 by Senator Schedler (Act 481) exempts certain records and information in the
possession of the Louisana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists from the provisons of the public records
released to the public. The exception appliesto any records, writings, accounts, recordings, |etters, exhibits, data,
pictures, drawings, charts, photographs, or copies or memoranda thereof, and any report or reports concerning
the fitness of any person to receive or continue to hold alicense to practice as a psychologist in the custody or
control of the Louisiana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists.

Theact also providesthat any action taken by the L ouisiana State Board of Examinersof Psychologists
and any legd grounds upon which such actionisbased, reative to the fitness of any person to receive or continue
to hold alicenseto practice asapsychologist shall beapublic record, and statistical reportswhich do not revea
the identity of any licensed psychologist may be released to the public .

DENTISTS

Surviving spouses of deceased or disabled dentists have 24 monthsto legally operate the deceased or
disabled dentist's practice to facilitate the sale or other disposal of the practice. Senate Bill 562 by Senator
Schedler (Act 199). First, the act exempts the spouse or persona representative of a deceased or disabled
dentist from licensurerequirements. However, that person may not govern the clinical aspectsof aparticular
service, product, process, or activity asit relatesto the care of dentistry; preclude or otherwiserestrict adentist's
ability to exercise independent professond judgment over dl quditative and quantitative aspects of the ddivery
of denta care; alow any person other than adentist to supervise and control the selection, compensation, terms,
conditions, obligations, or privilegesof employment or retention of clinical personnel inthe denta practice; set or

limit afee charged by the dentist or limit the methods of payment accepted by the dentist or the dentist's practice;
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or limit or define the scope of services offered by the dentist. Thetwo year period beginswhen the dentistis
declared legdly dead, or when the spouse or persond representative of the disable dentist fileswith the Louisana
State Board of Dentistry averified copy of disability Satussigned by aphysician attesting to the dentist's disability.

The board was authorized to apply for awarrant authorizing the seizure of dental health and controlled
dangerous substancerecordsrelativeto amatter under investigation if the board has reasonabl e causeto believe
such records may be created, altered, or destroyed before board review. House Bill 1583 by Repr esentative
Walsworth (Act 624).

Solo dentists may now practice using the limited liability company business structure. Senate Bill 418
by Senator Schedler (Act 476).

Extens ve changes affecting most aspects of practicefor dentistsand denta hygienists were enacted by
Senate Bill 633 by Senator Dardenne. Genera areas of law affected apply to ethics, conflicts of interest,
examination process, credentials required, regulatory aspects, and fines and penalties. For example, the hill
prohibits afull-time member of the faculty or teaching staff of auniversity or college having adenta or dental
hygienedepartment from being gppointed to the L ouis anaState Board of Dentistry but alowsapart-timemember
of thefaculty or teaching staff to serveon theboard aslong asthetime spent providing instruction at the dental
collegeisno morethan eight hours per week. It expandsthe prohibition againgt adentist or dental hygienist who
ownsstock or operatesadental supply businessor commercia laboratory from being appointed to the board,
to prohibit such aperson from being appointed to the board or serving on the board if he owned stock or
operated a dental supply prior to the appointment or while serving on the board.

In addition to the existing powers and duties of the board it may also:
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(1)Employ licensed dentistsand denta hygienists asexaminersto assist the board in conducting clinicd licensing
exams.

(2)At thediscretion of the president, petition the court for amoney judgment for any fines and costs payableto
afina administrative adjudication judgment or ratified consent decree.

Thebill adds somedegree of flexibility concerning residency requirementsto comply with the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). It providesthat the applicant must present evidence of only taking
(rather than already passing) the exam given by the Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations before
being accepted for theregular exam given by theboard. However, if the gpplicant fail sthe exam given by the Joint
Commission on National Dental Examinations, he must successfully retake the La. clinical testing exam after
providing satisfactory evidence of subsequently passing the exam given by the joint commission.

Wherethe board seeksjudicid rdief for amoney judgment againgt any licensed dentist or licensed denta
hygienigt for fines and costsimposed, the board may recover any and dl reasonable atorney's fees. It aso dlows
the board to issueinvestigative subpoenas, to require the testimony be given under oath and dlows such testimony
and documentation and evidenceto be given to any attorney acting on behalf of the board. Requires a subpoena
issued by the board to be served in accordance with the APA and the Code of Civil Procedure. Allowsthe board
to obtain sworn testimony taken before a certified court reporter who may possess any information concerning
the matter under investigation.

Denta hygienistsmust aso report anesthesiaincidents, as dentists have been required to do in the past.
Failureto comply may result in disciplinary action by the board and may be a prerequisite for the issuance or
renewa of hislicense or permit.

Reflecting apervasive legidative struggle concerning administration of anesthesia by various medical

personnel, the bill providesthat when the persona permit requirement iswaived regarding the use of amedical
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doctor or certified registered nurse anesthetist, the dentist is restricted to utilizing the services of amedica doctor
or certified registered nurse anesthetist determined by the board to bein compliance with the board's requirements
following the initial inspection in relation to the application and equipment of the provider of the anesthes
EMBALMERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Consumer complaints, small business owners feeling victimized by the funeral industry, and other
motivations prompted a study of the funeral industry.

Retail sale of caskets by anyone other than licensed funera directors remainsagainst Louisianalaw,
despite severd federd appellate court decisionsto the contrary. The Senate Commerce Committee refused to
approve SenateBill 142 by Senator M cPher son (pending Senate Committee) which would have authorized
theretail saleof caskets and related merchandise without requiring the seller to obtain afunera director'slicense.

Although the 1997 L egidature adopted |awsto address questions regarding theimplementation of funera
service insurance policies continued confusion and a perceived immediate need to address thisissue, the
Legidature created a Funerd Insurance Advisory Task Forceto work with both the Department of Insurance and
the Louisiana State Board of Embamers and Funerd Directorswill study and make recommendations regarding
funeral services insurance policies. House Concurrent Resolution 149 by Representative Ansardi
(adopted). The Funera Insurance Advisory Task Force shall consist of the following members:

(1) One member of the House Committee on Insurance appointed by the chairman of the committee.

(2) One member of the Senate Committee on Insurance appointed by the chairman of the committee.

(3) One member of the House Committee on Commerce appointed by the chairman of the committee.
(4) One member of the Senate Committee on Commerce appointed by the chairman of the committee.
(5) One person representing the Department of 1nsurance appointed by the commissioner of insurance.
(6) One person representing the State Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors appointed by said boar
(7) Two persons representing the Louisiana Insurers Conference appointed by the chairman of the
organization.

(8) One person representing the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association appointed by the chairman of the
association.

5 AL

S
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(9) One person representing the Association of Embalmers and Funeral Directors appointed by thésaman

of the association.

(10) One consumer representative appointed by the senior Louisiana officer of the American Association
of Retired Persons.

Inaddition, the Louisana State Board of Embamersan Funera Directorswould have had to report al
complaintsto the commissioner of insurance under House Bill 1968 by Repr esentative Ansar di (pending
Senate Committee).

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS

Emergency medical technicians may now in someinstances carry and administer epinephrine under House
Bill 1838 by Repr esentative Schwegmann (Act 385). Specificaly, when authorized by medica direction, an
emergency medica technician-basic or an emergency medica technician-intermediate may administer or aid the
patient in the administration of a dose of epinephrine from an auto-injector to treat allergic reaction and
anaphylaxis.

NOTARIES

Statewide standards for examination and practice by notarieswill be studied by aspecid task force under
the auspices of the secretary of sate's office, to report back to the House Committee on Civil Law and Procedure
and the Senate Committee on Judiciary A.

HouseBill 1662 by Representative L andrieu (Act 632) reduced the number of deputies appointed
by the Custodian of Notarid Archivesfor the Parish of Orleansfrom two to one, and dedicates any unexpended

or unencumbered fundsto microfilming or other imaging projectsinstead of the generd fund of thecity of New

Orleans.
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AsaprerequisitetotheLegidatureof Louisanacons dering theavailability of astatewide commissionfor
non-attorney notariespublic, the secretary of state shall develop standards of conduct, including standardized
testing and mandatory continuing education, and asystem for the monitoring and enforcement of any standards
or requirements devel oped, including necessary fees, to ensure the integrity of the profession and to report his
findings to the House Committee on Civil Law and Procedure and the Senate Committee on Judiciary A prior to
January 1, 2003.

Q) A representative of the Louisiana Notary Association.

2 A representative of the Notaries Association of New Orleans.

3 A representative of the Professional Association of Civil Law Notaries.
4 A representative of the International Union of Latin Notaries.
NURSES

Senate Bill 503 by Senator Hines and Representative Durand (Act (480) makes registered
nurses'authorized prescribers" authorized to prescribe medical devices or appliances.

The membership of the Nursing Supply and Demand Commission wasincreased by Senate Bill 109 by
Senator Hines(Act 675). Theact also authorizesthe Commission to increaseits own number by amgjority vote.
Asintroduced, the bill added one member, appointed by the Louisiana State Nurses Association. In Senate
Committee and on the floor, the membership was increased to five, and the original Louisiana State Nurses
Association member deleted. Asthebill |eft the Senate, the membership of the commission was increased by
adding a member appointed by the following organizations:

@ The Louisiana Council of Administrators of Nursing Education.
(b) The Louisiana Alliance of Nursing Organizations.
(c) The Louisiana Association of Nurse Anesthetists.
(d) The Louisiana Organization of Nurse Executives.

(e The Louisiana Practical Nurses Association.

The Joint Administration Committee on Prescriptive Authority for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses
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wasincreased, its membership changed, and the committee given authority to approve prescriptive authority for

advanced practiceregistered nurses. SenateBill 730 by Senator Hines(Act (720). Two memberswere added,

and the overall committee composition changed, as follows:

(1 Oneadvanced practiceregistered nursewho practicesin arural areaappointed by the L ouisiana State
Board of Nursing from a list of three names submitted by the Louisiana Association of Nurse
Practitioners.

2 One advanced practiceregistered nursewho practicesin an urban areaappointed by the LouisianaState
Board of Nursing from a list of three names submitted by the Louisiana Association of Nurse
Practitioners.

©)] One physician who collaborateswith an advanced practiceregistered nursein arural areaappointed by
the Louisana State Board of Medical Examinersfrom alist of three names submitted by the Louisana
State Medical Society.

4 One physician who collaborates with an advanced practice registered nursein an urban area appointed
by the LouisanaState Board of Medical Examinersfrom alist of three names submitted by the Louisana
State Medical Society.

(5) One physician who collaborates with an advanced practice registered nurse appointed by the Louisana
Board of Medical Examinersfrom alist of three names submitted by the L ouisiana State Medical
Association.

(6) Two, rather than three, members who serve on the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners.

() Three registered nurses who serve on the Louisiana State Board of Nursing.

Separatelegidation, SenateBill 731 by Senator Hines (Act 721), specifiesthe authority for advanced
practice registered nurses to administer digital block or pudendal block if he has been trained to perform such
procedure and if the procedure islisted in the clinical practice guidelines.

HouseBill 1776 by Representative Durand (Act 640) authorizes|icensed radiol ogic technologists

to take ordersfrom advanced practice registered nurses. Louisianalaw already providesthat implementation of

direct occupational therapy to individuasfor their specific medica condition or conditions shall be based ona
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Certified advanced practice nurseswere added to, and certified registered nurse anesthetists were del eted
fromthelist of professionalswhose service contracts must be publicly bid if they arein excess of $50,000. House
Bill 1031 by Representative LeBlanc (Act 869).

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS

Thelegidatureincluded " occupationa therapist” in certain definitionsof "hedth careprovider”. House
Bill No. 152 by Repr esentative Broome (Act 288)

HouseBill 1776 by Representative Durand (Act 640) authorizes|icensed radiol ogic technologists
to take ordersfrom advanced practice registered nurses. Louisianalaw already providesthat implementation of
direct occupational therapy to individuasfor their specific medica condition or conditions shall be based ona
referral or order from a physician licensed to practice in the state of Louisiana.

PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

TheL ouisanaBoard of Physica Therapy Examinerswasauthorized to adopt afee schedulefor various
regulatory functions, up to the maximum fees set in law for gpplications, reinstatements, annua licenserenewas,
license verifications, duplicate wall licenses, and duplicate wallet licenses. House Bill 404 by Repr esentative
LeBlanc (Act 296). The maximum fees for such items are:

(1) Application fee $400.00
(2) Reinstatement fee $200.00
(3) Annual License Renewal fee  $200.00
(4) License Verification fee $ 50.00
(5) Duplicate Wall License fe¢ 50.00

(6) Duplicate Wallet Licensefee  $ 50.00
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PHYSICIANS

Contentious|egidationwould have prohibited the del egation of anesthesia-rel ated dutiesby aphysician
to an anesthesaass stant, and revised the definition of "the practice of medicine, surgery, or midwifery "to exclude,
under certain conditions, the selection, delivery, or administration of anesthesia. House Bill 1828 by
Representative Townsend (vetoed).

The legidature conferred equal professiona status and privileges upon allopathic and osteopathic
physicians, deleted referencesto a specific medical examination in favor of one to be determined by the board
and paved theway for nationd reciprocity and licensure without passage of alocd examination. HouseBill 1513
by RepresentativeR. Alexander (Act 17). Theact includesallopathic and osteopathic practices within the
definition of "practice of medicing" and their practitionerswithin the definition of "physician”. Theact aimsto
recognize and provide for acceptance of national medical examinationsfor licensure and permitsto practice
medicine by giving the board authority and discretion to devel op licensure examinationsincluding but without
specifying certain national standards, and repeal ed the requirement for board maintenance of examinations.

Podiatrists, however, must provide proof that they have completed a post graduation training program
accredited by the Council of Podiatric Medica Education of the American Podiatric Medica Association and
approved by the board. Senate Bill 389 by Senator Schedler (Act 195).

Physicians may be certified as acupuncturistsif they have completed 300 credit hours of continuing
medica education. Thelegidationaso providesfor acupuncturist's assstantsto be certified if they passanationa
certification exam. House Bill 819 by Representative McMains (Act 849). The act adds as a requirement
for certification asan acupuncturist'sassistant, successful passage of the certification exam given by the Nationa

Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine. It further clarifiesthat an acupuncturist's
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assistant must work under the direction of a physician certified to practice acupuncture.

On and after August 15, 2001, it will no longer be necessary for medical licensesto be recorded with the
clerk of court for each parish in which the licensed person practices. House Bill No. 546 by Repr esentative
R. Alexander (Act 299).

ASSESSORS

Certification requirements were adopted by House Bill 1076 by Repr esentative Hammett (Act 73)
removing therequirementsof two years experiencefor assessorsto qualify for additional compensation (or four
years experience as a deputy assessor).

CORONERS

House Bill 1468 by Representative Lancaster (Act 1177) requires prompt delivery of anatomical
giftsby coronersif no autopsy isnecessary. Protectscoronersfrom civil suitsand crimind prosecutionfor delivery
of anatomical gifts. Allows donorsto seek judicia enforcement of anatomical gifts.

SenateBill 148 by Senator Ullo (Act 317) authorizes acoroner to make amedical pronouncement of
death upon the announced opinion of aphysician that the person has experienced anirreversibletotal cessation
of brainfunction, and in such casedesth will have occurred at thetimewhen therelevant functions ceased. Where
the deceased's organs are to be used in atransplant, then an additional physician not amember of the transplant
team must make the pronouncement of death.

The coroner may aso base his pronouncement of death upon personal observation, information or

statements from firsthand observations reported by emergency medical technicians or coroner investigato

of approved medica practice, the person has experienced an irreversibletotal cessation of brain function. Death

will have occurred a the time when the relevant functions ceased. In any casewhen organsareto beusedina

I'S.
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trangplant, then an additional physician, duly licensed in the state of Louisiana, not amember of the transplant
team, must make the pronouncement of death.

Senate Bill 105 by Senator Ullo (Act 467) requiresthe court to fix fees and expenses for mental
examinations prior to commitment. Specificfeesand expensesareset by R.S. 33:1556 and include thefollowing:
Q) For every investigation, including issuing necessary papers and reports, $50;

2 For attendance or testimony in any casein court in mattersarising from hisofficia duties, $75 per day per
case;

(©)) A fee of $50 for papersissued in each interdiction case or commitment of mental or incompetent ¢
4 The attending or assisting physiciansin interdiction or commitment cases shall o receive afee of $50;
5) The coroner shall receive areasonable fee or compensation, as agreed to by the coroner and the
governing authority of the parish or municipdity, for any physical or mental examination or investigation
when requested by the digtrict attorney, any judge, sheriff, chief of police, or by any responsiblecitizen
or resdent when actingin good faithin an emergency and in the furtherance of the public good and safety;
(6) These amounts shall be in addition to any necessary expenses that may be incurred; and
) Payment of feesfor coroners servicesrelated to admittance or commitment of patients or residentsto any
state-operated health care or treatment facility shall be made by a parish immediately upon such
admittance or commitment at the option of the coroner rendering such services.
CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS
House Concurrent Resolution 190 by Representative John Smith (adopted) requests the
Department of Public Safety and Correctionsrecognize, except at L ouisiana State Penitentiary at Angola, the

certification training and licenaing of corrections officerswho have received thet training at the Louisana Technicd

College, Oakdale campus.

Case;
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JUDGES
Several new judgeships were created as follows:
3rd Judicial District Court, Senate Bill 26 by Senator B. Jones (Act 190)
19th Judicial District Court, Senate Bill 561 by Senator C. Fields (Act 316)
22nd Judicia District Court, Senate Bill 822 by Senator Hainkel (Act 779)
30th Judicia District Court, House Bill 22 by Rep. J.R. Smith (Act 25)
17th Judicial District Court, House Bill 215 by Repr esentative Pitre (Act 217)
33rd Judicial District Court, House Bill 663 by Representative Hill (Act 240)
TEACHERS
House Bill 245 by Representative Baylor (Act 798) prohibits requiring any teacher or school
employeetoinclude or provide hissocia security number on any form or other written document unless required
by any applicable state or federa law, or regulation or policy of BESE or for employment, retirement, gpplication
for leave, or an individualized education plan.
House Bill 1447 by Representative Crowe (Act 905) deletes the provisions requiring teachers
(contingent upon salary increases) to work an additional three days for staff development.
SenateBill 114 by Senator Theunissen (Act 312) alows school administrators who obtained Nationa
Board for Professiond Teaching Standards nationa certification while teaching to also receive the $5,000 sdary
adjustment as provided for teachers and extends the date for eligibility from July 1, 2002 to July 1, 2007.
SenateBill 117 by Senator Theunissen (Act 314) requires the Bureau of Crimina Identification, upon
recelving arequest for acrimina review, to make available to the Dept. of Education and to the governing

authority of any elementary and secondary school arecord of al crimina convictionsfor 10 yearsprior to the date
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of therequest. Requires any recipient of such information to maintain confidentiality in accordancewith federal
and state law.

House Bill 192 by Representative Crane (Act 42) extends the deadline for teachers to obtain
certificates from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards from July 1, 2002 to July 1, 20(

House Bill 482 by Representative Pratt (Act 58) requires each city, parish, and other local public
school board shall adopt apolicy establishing uniform proceduresfor the investigation of employees accused of
irregularities or improprieties in the administration of standardized tests on or before January 1, 2002.

HouseBill 651 by Representative Futrell (Act 125) createsthe Critical Teacher Shortage Incentive
Program to provide each newly certified elementary or secondary classroom teacher of mathematics, biology,
chemistry, physics, or special education who agrees to practice his profession as a classroom teacher in the
elementary or secondary schools of the state, three thousand dollars per year for the first four consecutive years
for which the teacher practices his profession as provided in this Section.
REALTORS/APPRAISERS

HouseBill 711 by Representative Clar kson (Act 833) movesthe LouisianaRea Estate Appraisers
State Board of Certification from within the Louisiana Real Estate Commission into the Dept. of Economic
Development. However, if House Bill 1448 of 2001 Regular Session, which transfersvarious boardsand
commissionsfrom DED to the Governor's Office, becomeslaw, then such transfer will affect thisboard.

Changes quorum requirement to five members rather than four, a least three of whom had to be generd
appraiser members.

HouseBill 1232 by Representative Clarkson (Act 888) redefines"residential certificate” and adds

that such certificate or certification is valid for appraising nonresidential property valued $250,000 or less.

D7.
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Requires continuing education hoursto be in conformance with standard requirements. It aso requiresthat
certification be granted only to persons with good reputations and competency, and provides that an applicant
whofasfiesmateria information on hisapplication may berefused certification. Changes fromfiveyearstotwo
years the time within which an applicant who passes the examination must become certified.

HouseBill 1742 by Representative Clarkson (Act 924) alows applicantsfor licensure asred edtate
brokersand sales personsto compl ete red estate course requirementswith hours of coursesor their equivalent,
and dlowsthe La. Redl Estate Commission to procure errors and omissionsinsurance on certain licenseesat a
cost of $500 or less or else the requirement of such insuranceis void.

The legidature acted to prohibit solicitation of certain referral fees and interference with brokerage
relationships by House Bill 1281 by Representative Clarkson (Act 261) Specifically the bill forbids the
solicitation or request of areferral feeor smilar payment for thereferral of abuyer or seller unlessthe person
seekingthereferra fee hasreasonable cause. Reasonable cause shall not exist unless conditionslisted in the bill
exist.

SURVEYORS

SenateBill 1002 by Senator Hainkel (Act 495) providesthat any person certified by the board asa
land surveyor intraining or aland surveyor intern on or before January 1, 1995 shall be deemed to satisfy the
minimum requirementsfor licensure or certification by the board asacertified land surveyor intern under this act
and shall be deemed to be a certified land surveyor intern.

MISCELLANEOUS
Electrologists

House Bill 103 by Representative Powell (Act 792) requires representation of an additional
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electrologist group on the State Board of Electrolysis Examiners; permits the governor to appoint another
electrologist to the board if no physician isnominated; requires four board meetings and examinations eech year;
prohibits paymentsin apprenticeship programs, deletes authorization of awaiver of educationa requirements for
out-of-state electrologists; and provides for renewals of licenses of electrolysis technicians.

SenateBill 419by Senator Schedler (Act 91) reducesthat the minimum training period for eectrologist
instructors from five to two months and reduces the total number of hours from 500 to 225 hours as follo
Q) 100 hours of teaching skills.

2 75 hours of facilitating/managing skills.
©)] 50 hours of clinic-supervised practice teaching.
Sanitarians

The legidature established minimum continuing education requirementsfor licensure of sanitariansin
HouseBill 357 by Representative M. Strain (Act 807). The act also increases present examination, license,
and renewa fees and enacts and increases certain miscellaneous fees that were being assessed by rule of the State
Board of Examinersfor Sanitarians, and allowsthe board to establish, by rule, minimum continuing education
requirements for renewal of alicense, not to exceed eight annual contact hours as approved by the board.
Antique Dealers

House Bill by Representatives Murray, et al (Act 828), increases the maximum fine for anyone
unlawfully acting asan antique dealer to $500, and otherwiseretains present law (minimum fine of $250). Theact
also providesfor suspension of an antique dealer's occupational licensefor asecond offense and for revocation

of such licensefor athird offense or conviction of selling stolen goods.

WS.
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PROPERTY
Contact: Heyward Jeffers (225) 342-2064

EXPROPRIATION

SenateBill 321 by Senator Ellington (Act 4) authorizesforeign and domestic corporations created
for the purpose of transmitting or distributing eectricity or Steam to expropriate private property when necessary.
Generating plants already had expropriation power, thisnew law will givethat power to plantsthat generate
electricity and steam primarily for sdleto out of State customers. Therewere also alarge number of bills, most of
which werelocal in nature, giving various parishes and municipalities, aswell asfire and water districts, the
authority to expropriate private property through adeclaration of taking. Property ownerskept al of their current
property rights under the proposals and the bills merely set a procedure for such ataking which requiresthe taker
to deposit in the registry of the court an amount equa to the estimated va ue of the taken property. Most of these
bills were signed into law by the time the Legislature headed into the final week of session.
PRESCRIPTION

House Bill 113 by Representative lles (pending House Committee) was an effort to repeal
Louisands current provisonsfor acquigtive prescription on immovable property. The bill would have ended an
individua's ability to obtain ownership of immovable property after 30 years of possession, even without just title
to the land. Thiswould have been alandmark change in Louisiana property law.
TAX ON TANGIBLE PROPERTY

Therewere several billsfiled to grant tax relief to businesses. SenateBill 856 by Senator Fontenot
(Senater eferral) would have phased in areduction of the corporate franchisetax beforerepeding it dtogether.
Senate Bill 915 by Senator Fontenot (Senatereferral) proposed a phased in reduction of the corporate

incometax before repeding it dtogether. Senate Bill 923 by Senator Michot (withdrawn) would haverepeded
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the state's current tax on inventory. All three of these bills never |eft the Senate.
AD VALOREM TAX

SenateBill 161 by Senator Fontenot (Senate Committee) wasaconstitutional amendment to raise
the homestead exemption fromitscurrent rate of $75,000 to $100,000. Another measureaimed at changing the
homestead exemption, Senate Bill 242 by Senator Michot (Senate Committee) would have lowered the
exemption from $75,000 to $25,000. SenateBill 167 by Senator M arionneaux (Senate Committee) was
acongtitutional amendment to limit industrial tax exemption contractsto asingle, five-year term. Currently,
industrial tax exemption contracts can be renewed for a second, five-year term. Another attempt to curtall
industrial tax exemptions, Senate Bill 173 by Senator Johnson (Senate Committee) was a constitutional
amendment to requireatwo-thirdsvote of the L egidature to enact exemptionsand exclusonsfromloca salesand
usetaxes. Senate Bill 619 by Senator Hainkel (House Committee) would have provided for privatized
collection of delinquent ad val orem taxes owed the state. In order to pay for the privatized collections, the measure
would impose a 30% penalty on all ad valorem taxes, along with interest and fines, due the state.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

SenateBill 1090 by Senator Smith (House calendar) sought to protect war monuments, memorials,
plagues, markers, or historic flag displays on public, state property. The bill would have prevented the relocation,
remova, disturbing or ateration of such monuments. It would have aso prohibited the renaming or rededication
of streets, parks, bridges, buildings, schools, preserves or other public state areas dedicated to the memory of or
named for ahigtoric figure from wars ranging from the Revol utionary War to the Persan Gulf War. The measure
would also have required the secretary of state to catalogue such monuments. A similar proposal, Senate

Resolution 28 by Senator Bar ham (adopted) requeststhe Governor's Military Advisory Board to study the
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feas bility of creatingal ouisianaHistoric Monumentsand Memoria sProtection Act. Under theresol ution, the
board would cata ogue monuments, memoriasand remembrances of warsthat Louisanacitizens have participated
in. Theboardwill report itsfindingsto the Senate and Governmenta Affairs Committee prior to the 2003 session.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Severd hillswerefilled in the Senate and House to allow the transferring of rights to name the New
Orleans Superdome and the New Orleans Arena. Senate Bill 18 by Senator Hollis (Act 1215) authorizes the
Louisiana Stadium and Exposition Didtrict to sall or transfer the right to designate and use an dternative namefor
the Superdome. Thehill dso providesthat dl royatiesand other paymentsin congderation of such naming rights
be paid to the NFL franchisewhich leasesthe building. If theteam should rel ocate, the naming rightswould return
to the L ouisiana Stadium and Exposition Didtrict. Also required under thebill isthe gpprova of any naming of the
stadium by the Joint L egidative Committee on the Budget before any such namewould becomeeffective. Thehill
was on the House Callander asthe session entered itsfinal week but wasfinally approved before the June 18
adjournment. Senate Bill 614 by Senator Bajoie(Senatefloor) would have provided for the sale of therights
to namethe New Orleans Arena. All royaties and paymentsin consideration for such naming rightswould go to
the entity which isamajority lease holder of the arenafrom the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District.
Meanwhile, HouseBill 243 by Repr esentative Scalise (Act 1219) providesfor the selling of the namingrights
to Zephyr Field, subject to the approval of the Joint Legidative Committee on the Budget. The act requiresthat
all proceeds obtained by the L ouisiana Stadium and Exposition District be used exclusively for the purposes of

the facility for which the naming rights were sold or transferred.
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SEIZURES AND SALES

House Bill 518 by Representative Smith (Act 236) provides that firearms seized by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, office of the state police, Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesand loca law
enforcement agencies shdl bereturned to the owner if the weapon sei zed isnot contraband. Thefirearm shal dso
bereturned to the owner if the owner did not commit any violation of any federa or statelaw or local ordinance
inwhich the firearm wasinvolved. The owner dso must be ableto legally possessthe seized or forfeited firearm.
The above mentioned law enforcement agencies shal destroy or dispose of any firearm which isdetermined to

be contraband.
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS & EMPLOYEES
Contact: David Smith (225) 342-0626

L egislative Sessions

Senate Bill 4 by Senator Hines (Act 1231 ) proposes to amend the constitution to provide for
congderation of mattersduring regular sessonsof thelegidature. The gnificant change offered by thisamendment
isto (1) changethe convening day in odd-numbered yearsto the last Wednesday in March and the convening day
in even-numbered yearsto the third Wednesday in April, (2) providethat in odd-numbered yearsthe length of
the regular session is not more than 60 legidative days during aperiod of 85 caendar days, (3) providethat in
even-numbered years the length of the regular session is not more than 40 legidative daysin a period of 50
consecutive calendar days, (4) providesthat in regular sessions convening in odd-numbered yearsthe deadline
for theintroduction of billsis6 p.m. of the 23rd caendar day. The amendment would a so change the prefiling
deadlinefor billsto 5 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to thefirst day of aregular session and would provide that
no regular session shdl continue beyond June 30th of any year. Additiondly legidative sessonsin odd-numbered
yearsshd | beextended fifteen extradays. Thiswould extend the session fromthirty legidative daysin aforty-five
calender day sessontoforty-fivelegidative daysinasixty calender day session. Theconstitutional amendment
would providethat in regular sessions convening in odd-numbered years, thedeadlinefor consideration onthird
reading and final passage of mattersintended to have the effect of law ismidnight of the 57th legidative day
(except by 2/3 vote of both houses). In addition to the requirement that all regular sessions convening in
even-numbered yearsberestricted to the cons deration of legidationwhich providesfor the enactment of agenerd
goppropriationshill, implementation of acapita budget, making an appropriation, levying or authorizing anew tax,
increasing an exigting tax, legidating with regard to tax exemptions, exclusions, deductions, reductions, reped, or

credits, or issuing bonds and would additionaly provide for the consderation in such sessonsof legidationiif its
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object isto levy, authorize, increase, decrease, or repeal afee, or to dedicate revenue, or to enact alocal or
specid law, provided such local or specid billsare required to be and has been advertised and is not otherwise
prohibited loca or specid law. Additiondly, the amendment would alow the consideration of five prefiled bills
per member which are not within the subject matter jurisdiction for the session. Thispropositionwill be submitted
to the electors of the state at the statewide e ection to be held on November 5, 2002, and shall be thefirst ballot
proposition for congtitutiona amendmentsto appear ontheballot for such dection andif gpproved it shal become
effective on January 1, 2004.
L egidation

SenateBill 5by Senator Campbell (pending Housefloor) isacongtitutiona amendment which would
limit the number of billsintroduced by alegidator to 15, with the following exceptions: (1) 10 additiond billscould
beintroducedif requested by the executive branch departments, (2) an unlimited number of local or specid bills
could beintroduced if properly advertised and (3) an unlimited number of bills may be introduced which repedl
laws with the caveat that bills introduced which repeals alaw cannot be amended to amend or enact law.
Legidators

Senate Bill 10 by Senator Hainkel (pending Senate Committee) would have repealed the current
condtitutiona provision which have prohibited a person who has been e ected to serve asamember of the Senate
for morethan 2-1/2 termsin three consecutive terms from being el ected to the Senate for the succeeding term and
which also prohibited a person who has been €l ected to serve asamember of the House of Representativesfor
more than 2-1/2 termsin three consecutive terms from being elected to the House of Representativesfor the
succeeding term. Thislimitation applied only when such service was during aterm that began on or after January

8, 1996.
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Ethics

SenateBill 138 by Senator Ellington (pending House Committee) would have allowed an el ected
official to continue compensated serviceswherethey haveacontractual, business, or financia relationship with
hisagency provided the contractua relationship had been in existence a least one year prior to taking office. The
bill would haverequired that the el ected officia fileanotice of the transaction and prohibitsthe official from
participating in any transaction involving the governmenta entity in which such aperson hasasubstantial economic
interest. Senate Bill 138 wasturned into Senate Concurrent Resolution 157 (pending Senate Committee).
Gaming

SenateBill 341 by Senator Dupr e (pending House Committee) would have prohibited eected public
officidsfrom having apecuniary interest exceeding 10% in any business or organization which holdsariver boat
gaming licenseor the casino operating contract or inany holding, intermediary, or subsidiary company of any such
business or organization.
Election Offences

SenateBill 514 by Senator Johnson (pending confer ence committeer eport) would have provided
that any candidate, or his principal or subsidiary campaign committees may be reported to the Supervisory
Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosureif they are dleged to be responsible for or engage in one or more
of thefollowing actsdirected a another candidate, the candidate's employeesor the candidatesimmediatefamily:
Q) Making harassing or threatening phone calls.
2 Making written or spoken accusations which de facto can be deemed baseless and without truth or

substance or which may be determined to be slanderous.
(©)) Stalking or physically approaching while making threatening gestures or intimidating acts.
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Thehill further would have authorized any candidate or acandidate'srelative or employeethat had been
stalked, received harassing or intimidating phone calls or had been physically accosted by any other candidate,
or hiscommitteesto file asigned sworn complaint with the supervisory committee. Further, upon receipt of such
complaint thecommitteewould have been required toimmediately initiate an investigation and providefor al10
day notice of the alegationsto the dleged perpetrator from receipt of the complaint. The bill would have required
that a hearing be conducted at the next regular meeting of the Board of Ethics which hearing would have been
exempt from the Open Meetings Act. Further, if the supervisory committee determined that aviolation has
occurred, the supervisory committeeshall issuealetter of reprimand or censure. Thebill would have authorized
any candidate and his committees not engaged is such prohibited activities to have a civil action against an
opposing candidate or his principal or subsidiary campaign committee for any violation. Additionally, any
candidatewho hasfiled acomplaint with the supervisory committee would preserve theright to bring an action
inthe district court in any parish where the violation occurred, any time within ninety days after the general
election. If any candidate or that candidate's principal campaign committee was found in violation through acivil
action they would bejointly and severaly liablefor the payment of damagesand attorney feesand if acandidate
washeld personally liablefor any payment of damages or attorney fees, the candidate would be prohibited from

using or being reimbursed by funds from the candidate's campaign committee.




Page 165 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

PUBLIC SAFETY & LAW ENFORCEMENT
Contact: Joe Guillory (225) 342-0599

MOTOR VEHICLES

SenateBill 20 by Senator M cPherson (Act 1010) exempts used motor vehicle dederslicensed prior
to 1/1/02 from certain educationa seminar requirementsand requireslicensed used motor vehiclededersto attend
an educational seminar when found in violation of provisions of law.

SenateBill 24 by Senator M cPher son (Act 401) requiresthat amotor vehicle beremovedto asafe
shoulder in the case of an accident on an interstate or four-lane highway if the driver isnot prevented by injury or
the vehicleis not disabled by the accident or there was no serious injury or death to anyone.

SenateBill 45 by Senator Fontenot (Act 400) providesthat the surcharge levied, whenever amotor
vehicleistowed, shdl bebased ontheinitid tow of the vehicle, which includes other related towing charges such
as storage and administration fees.

SenateBill 191 by Senator Michot (Act 680) authorizes an additiona hang tag for mobility impaired
person dependent on parents who are divorced and living in separate households.

SenateBill 234 by Senator Fontenot (Act 469) exemptstrailers, light trailers, and semitrailersfrom
the additional $3 safety inspection fee in non attainment parishes and municipalities.

SenateBill 339 by Senator Dupre (Act 398) providesfor aperson, with asuspended license, to be
permitted to operate amotor vehicle on certain streets at certain times, as specified by ajudge, to dlow himto
obtain medical treatment for a debilitative condition.

Senate Bill 1044 by Senator Smith (Act 497) diminatesthe regular motor vehicle licensefeefor all
antique plates and providesthat, beginning July 1, 2001, no additional payment of the regular motor vehicle

registration license fee is necessary for an owner to permanently retain such plates after that date.
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Senate Bill 1054 by Senator Theunissen (Act 787) provides that aload of dirt or sand being
transported within certain municipalities at a speed exceeding 25 m.p.h. does not have to be covered.

HouseBill 170 by Representative Faucheux (Act 38) increases the maximum fee authorized to be
collected by municipalities and parishes for support of office of motor vehiclesfield offices from $2 to $3

HouseBill 246 by Representative Bowler (Act 48) prohibitsthe department from disclosing medical
examination information to third parties without the written consent of or written waiver from theindividua whose
record is being reviewed or by a court order.

HouseBill 256 by Representative Downer (Act 49) authorizes military personnel stationed in La. to
drive with avalid out-of-state driver's license.

HouseBill 563 by Representative Frith (Act 239) providesthat every trailer hauling sugarcane shall
be marked with reflecting tape, and further provides the Dept. of Transportation and Development may adopt
rules requiring other reflective devices for the safety of motorists.

HouseBill 786 by Repr esentative Diez (Act 590) increases the maximum amount of the convenience
fee public license tag agents are authorized to collect for certain transactions from $10 to $12.

HouseBill 942 by Representative Diez (Act 371) reducesthereinstatement feeto $25 per violation
if theviolationisfor aperiod of 11-30 days, $100 for violations of 31-90 days, and $200 for violations exceeding
90 days. No reinstatement fee shall beimposed by the secretary for violations of 10 days or less, and provides
that no person shall be required to pay more than $500 in fees for reinstatement of driving privileges.

HouseBill 962 by Repr esentative Diez (Act 424) specifiesthat present law relative to the attachment

of license plates to vehicles applies only to permanent plates.

HouseBill 1050 by Representative Pinac (Act 139) requiresthat temporary registration license plates
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befastened intherear of the vehicleor rear window of the assgned vehicleand that it be clearly visible. Theplate
must be kept free from foreign materials and in a clearly legible condition.

House Bill 1098 by Representative Diez (Act 427) authorizes an 18-year old or older sibling to
accompany a learner's permit or intermediate license permit holder and authorizes members of the permittee's
immediate family to ride in the vehicle and authorizes other passengersin an instructional setting.

HouseBill 1551 by Repr esentative Diez (Act 456) removestherequirement that acertified abstract
of an operating record designate motor vehiclesregistered to aperson, and specifiesthat the operating record of
aperson include any accident in which the driving privileges of the person are suspended for failureto provide
liability security or proof of financia security. Makes the reporting of accidentsin excess of $500 optional.
Repeals provision which authorizes local field offices to reinstate suspended driver's licenses when the
requirementsfor reinstatement are proof of insurance and payment of the reinstatement fee. Providesthat if an
owner transfers ownership of the vehicle but has no copy of the transfer or aregistration plate and registration
certificatefor the vehicle, the owner may furnish the commissoner with an affidavit sating thet the vehiclewith the
suspended registration is no longer in use.

House Bill 1609 by Representative Diez (Act 626) requires the secretary of the office of motor
vehiclesto renew ahang tag for amobility-impaired person whoseimpairment is permanent every four years, and
to renew ahang tag for amobility-impaired person whoseimpairment istemporary every two years. Defines
"permanent” impairment as atotal or lifelong condition of mobility impairment, and defines a"temporary”
impairment as one which is not expected to last more than one year.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS

Senate Bill 647 by Senator Dupre (Act 102) provides that the board of commissioners of the Bayou
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Blue Fire Protection District shall consist of seven members, if the Terrebonne Parish and Lafourche Parish
governing authorities authorize extending the district into Lafourche Parish, three membersfrom the part of the
digtrict in Terrebonne Parish and four from the part of thedigtrict in Lafourche Parish, gppointed by the respective
parish governing authorities. Requiresthat the members be el ectors and resident property taxpayersof the portion
of thedidgtrict in the respective parish from which they are gppointed. Providesfor the commissionersto elect the
chairman. Providesfor staggered two-year terms.

Senate Bill 930 by Senator Cravins (Act 110) provides with respect to members of the governing
board of any fire protection digtrict |ocated wholly within aparish having apopul ation of lessthan 88,000 but more
than 80,000 persons, as of the most recent federal decennia census.

HouseBill 692 by Representative Bruce (Act 365) prohibitsdiversion of fundsof certain parishwide
districts (ambulance service district and 911 communication district) in DeSoto Parish to other entities or
purposes.

House Bill 1789 by Representative Doer ge (Act 188) authorizes aparish or agroup of parishesto
cresteafireand emergency servicestraining district. Providesthat the purposeof such digtrict shal beto maintain
and operateawel |-equipped educationd andtraining facility toteach and train firefighting and emergency services
personnel.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Senate Bill 39 by Senator McPherson (Act 311) changes the chief of police of the town of
Woodworth from an elective officia to an appointive official, and further providesthat the mayor and council
members shal establish the duties, qualifications and respongibilities of the chief of police. The gppointive position

of police chief shal begin after the expiration of the current police chief 'sterm unless the office becomes vacant.
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SenateBIll 267 by Senator B. Jones (Act 82) changesthe chief of police of the city of Grambling from
andectiveofficid toangppointiveofficid, providesthat themayor and council membersshal establishthesaary,
working hours, duties, quaifications and responsibilities of the chief of police. The appointive position of police
chief shall begin after the expiration of the current police chief 's term.

SenateBill 325 by Senator Hainkel (Act 5) addsthe chief of policefor the city of Hammond to the
list of personsincluded in the unclassified service, and provides that the change is prospective and not applicable
to theindividual occupying the position of the chief of police on the effective date of the Act.

HouseBill 1183 by Representative Bruce (Act 376) authorizesthe village of Longstreet to abolish
theofficeof chief of policeor makethe office appointive, and if the office and the police department are abolished,
to enter into a cooperative agreement for law enforcement services.

FIRE PROTECTION

SenateBill 613 by Senator Fontenot (Act 393) prohibitsthe state fire marsha from imposing any new
or additiona requirements upon any open structure or process structure. Defines ™" open structure” asastructure
that supports equipment and operations not enclosed within building walls, but which may include aroof or
canopy, foundin il refining, chemica processing plants, power plants, pulp and paper mills. Defines " process
sructure” asanaturaly ventilated structure enclosed within building wallswhose primary functionisto protect
equipment from theenvironment in oil refining, chemical processing plants, power plants, pulp and paper mills,
and which structureis normally not occupied. Requiresthat process structures shal conform to the requirements
of the National Fire Protection Association's Life Safety Code, except that stairs, guard rails, and hand rails must

comply with the applicable OSHA worker safety requirements.
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SenateBill 621 by Senator Hainkel (Act 708) increases per diem for governing board members of
afire protection district with a population of more than 100,000 persons.

HouseBill 122 by Representative Townsend (Act 212) providesfor certification by LSU of firemen
who have completed the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress course.

GAMING

SenateBill 698 by Senator Cravins(Act 106) relativeto charitableraffles, bingo and keno licensing
law, definesa " non-commercia lessor” asany bonafide nonprofit organization licensed under thislaw to conduct
games of chance and who leases any building, structure, or premisesto other organizations licensed under the
provisionsof thislaw for the purpose of conducting charitable games of chance. Allowstheofficeof charitable
gaming to examine the books, gaming account, partiesinvolved, and records of organizations and associations
exempt from licensure for the purpose of determining if the proceeds are devoted to charitable purposes.
Requirescommerciad and non-commercid lessorsto verify that |esseesare properly licensed to conduct charitable
games or games of chance authorized by the office of charitable gaming.

House Bill 207 by Representative Green (Act 216) providesthat it shal be unlawful for any person
who by any trick or deight of hand performance, or by fraud or fraudulent scheme, cards, dice, or device, for
himself or another, winsor attemptsto win money or property or acombination thereof, or reduces alosing wager
or attempts to reduce alosing wager, increases awinning wager or attempts to increase awinning wager in
connection with gaming operations.

TRAFFIC
House Bill 164 by Representative Diez (Act 37) requires law enforcement officersto report to

DPS& Cinformation regarding traffic violaionsor motor vehicle accidentsinvolving adriver who displays alicense
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issued by the U.S. Department of State or who claims diplomatic immunities or privileges. Further requires
DPS& C to forward such information to the U.S. Department of State.

HouseBill 388 by Repr esentative Quezair e (Act 362) providesthat any person driving avehiclewho
racesto reach therailroad crossing before the train causing danger to arailroad crew member, the generd public,
or damageto property inthevicinity of therailroad crossing shal befined not morethan $1,000. Providesfurther
that the person found in violation shal berequired to attend a one-day safe driver's course designed by Operation
Lifesaver within 180 days after the adjudication of thecitation. Providesfurther that it shall bethe responshility
of theviolator to notify theappropriate court of jurisdiction of the successful compl etion of the Operation Lifesaver
Course.

HouseBill 610 by Representative Downer (Act 583) providesthat when an authorized emergency
vehicleis parked, the driver of every other vehicle shall proceed asfollows:

Q) When driving on a highway with two or more lanestraveling in the same direction as the emergency
vehicle, dow to 25 m.p.h. until it is safe to proceed at the posted speed limit, and mergeinto the lane

farthest from the emergency vehicle.

2 When driving on atwo-lane road, dow to aspeed of 25 m.p.h. or the posted speed limit, whichever is
lower, until it is safe to proceed at the posted limit.

House Bill 628 by Representative Hudson (Act 585) prohibits any pedestrian from crossing a
highway, and providesthat upon conviction for any violation, acourt may order, in lieu of the pendty provisons,
that the offender perform three eight-hour days of court-approved community service activities, at least half of
which shall consist of participation in alitter abatement or collection program.

House Bill 1170 by Representative Futrdl (Act 256) alows astate agency, political subdivision, or
law enforcement agency to transfer, disseminate, distribute, or communicate arecord or other compilation of an

individud's unpaid traffic and parking finesto any credit bureau or credit information agency. Also dlowsadate
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agency, political subdivision, or law enforcement agency to enter into a contract to provide such arecord or

compilation to any credit bureau, credit information agency, or collection agency or firm.
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RETIREMENT
Contact: Angela Lockett (225) 342-0661

ASSESSORS

Severd hillswerefiledin connection with the Louisiana Assessors Retirement Fund to improve member
benefits. SenateBill 528 by Senator Boissiere (Act 97) authorizesthe payment of interest on DROP funds
a the end of the plan period when amember remains employed. The DROP account shal not earn interest while
amember isaparticipant inthe plan, only after completion of DROP. Prior to Senate Bill 528, payment of interest
onamember's DROP account was prohibited. Additionaly, membersof thefundwill beableto retirewith thirty
years of service at any age with the passage of Senate Bill 531 by Senator Boissiere (Act 100).

The accrud rateincreased for the fund, as well as the employee and employer contribution rates. Senate
Bill 532 by Senator Boissiere (Act 703). Senate Bill 530 by Senator Boissiere (Act 99) provides a
guaranteed return of accumulated employee contributions. Specificaly, Senate Bill 530 requiresany remaining
accumul ated employee contributions after the death of aretireeto be paid to theretiree's beneficiary. If there
isno beneficiary, any sums remaining are to be paid to the retiree’ s estate.

A member of thefund who isreceiving disability benefitswill bedlowed to receive hisfull vested regular
retirement benefit upon attaining the normal vested retirement age. The disability benefits cease upon the
commencement of regular retirement benefits. Senate Bill 405 by Senator Boissiere (Act 89).
INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX FUND

HouseBill 495 by Representative Schneider (Act 1160) providesfunding of Firefighters, Municipal
Policeand Sheriff's Retirement Systems. Currently, theLouisianalnsurance Rating Commission (LIRC) levies
an assessment againg the gross direct premiumsreceived by dl insurers doing businessin thisstate, lessreturned

premiums, to pay the expenses of the LIRC organization and operation, and the salaries and expenses of its
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members and employees, and to pay any other expenseswhich may be necessary in the conduct of itsbusiness.

The amount of the assessment islimited to 1% of such premiums. Additiondly, the LIRCisrequired to depost

anamount equal to 2 and 25/100 of 1% of such premiumsin the preceding year; 2 and 37/100 of 1% in the year

2001; and 2 and 50/100 of 1% in the year 2003 and every year thereafter, to support the operations of the office

of sateexaminer, Municipa Fireand Police Civil Service. All unexpended and unencumbered moniesinthefund

at the end of the fiscal year revert to the state general fund.

The LIRC isrequired to deposit an amount equal to 7/10 of 1%, for use by the Municipal Police
Employees Retirement System, the Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund, and the Firefighters' Retirement System
for the following purposes:

Firdt, in meeting the remaining portion of the actuaridly required contributions after receipt of the employee
contributions, employer contributions, and all taxes and dedicated funds.

? Second, for funding of mergersof locd retirement sysemswith the three covered statewide systems, with
certain restrictions on the use of assessed funds, including prohibiting the use of more than 25% of the total
assessment in any one year for such mergers.

The act dso requiresthat the first 5% percent of the assessment  be used for funding the annud actuarid
cost incurred by the State Police Pension and Retirement System with regard to implementation of the Act which
originated as HB 495 of the 2001 RS. The funding structure of mergers change from being positioned asthe
second purposeto being thefirst purpose for which the deposited funds are used on behalf of the systems, after
funding of State Police Pension and Retirement System, but retai ns the limitations regarding the percentage of
fundsthat can be used for mergers. Further changesinclude the requirement of meeting the remaining portion of

theactuarially required contributionsfrom being positioned asthefirst purposeto being the second purposefor

which thedeposited fundsareused on behaf of the sysemsand addsthefollowing alocation requirementsif there
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are any funds remaining for this second purpose:

? Any remaining funds are divided into three thirds and, then, aone-third portion is dlocated separately to
each of thethree systems. Except as otherwise provided, each system cannot recelve agreater portion
than one-third.

? If any one system does not need the entire one-third portion that it receives each year to meet the
remaining portion of itsactuaridly required contributions, then any unused alocated funds are reallocated
to such other system or systemsof the three systemsthat have aneed for additional fundsto meet the
remaining portion of the actuarially required contributions.

? If one system does not need itstotal annual allocated portion, but two other systemsdo usetheir total
annual allocated portionsto meet the remaining portion of the actuarialy required contributions and need
additional fundsfor that purpose, then the unused alocated portion of the system that did not useitstota
annual alocated portion isdivided equally between the two systemsthat need additional fundsto meet
theremaining portion of their actuarialy required contributions, except that any funds not needed by elther
such system are reall ocated to the other such system to meet the remaining portion of the actuarially
required contributions. (Fundsthat areredlocated to asystem pursuant to thisprovision arelimited to the
amount that is necessary to meet the remaining portion of the actuarially required contributions of the
receiving system.)

The act requires that, after payment of the amounts established by the Public Retirement Systems
Actuarial Committee to the retirement systems, all remaining funds shall be remitted to the state general flund.
TEACHERS

Thereareaseriesof lawsthat apply when aretiree of the Teachers Retirement System (TRS) becomes
reemployed asateacher. There are also limits placed on the amount of money that aretiree can earn without
having anegative effect to hisbenefits, such asasuspension or reduction of hisbenefits. Benefitsare dso affected
by thelength of timethe member hasbeenretired. House Bill 1340 by Repr esentative Schneider (Act 1173)
repeals all such laws, but makes the repealer become effective on 07/01/02.

Theact replacesal such reemployment lawswith onelaw which dlowsfor the reemployment of aretiree
withfull sdlary and full retirement benefits, provided such reemployment occursafter 12 monthshavelapsed from

the effective date of the member’ sdate of retirement. Reemployment during that 12-month waiting period still




Page 177 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

resultsin asuspension of benefitsfor the duration of reemployment or the lapse of 12 months after retirement,
whichever occursfirst. The act providesthat retired teachers who are reemployed on afull-time basis must be
rehired based upon the sdlary schedulethat appliesto ateacher with smilar years of experience and requires such

teachersto be subject to the samerules, policies, procedures, and statutes that apply to al full-time employees.
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REVENUE & TAXATION
Contact: Riley Boudreaux (225) 342-6155

The Legidaturewaslimited in what it could accomplishin thisodd-year session becausethe Louisana
Congtitution prohibited it from enacting lawsaffecting statetaxes. That iswhy itsresponseto the possibility that
federd tax refunds might be subject to L ouisanaincometax was only the subject of aresolution. The Legidature
adopted House Concurrent Resolution 209 by Representative Alario which requests the Secretary of
Revenue to take all possible stepsto see that federal income tax refunds are not subject to state tax.

During theinterim, however, ajoint Senate/House committee (The Salect Committee on Tax Structures)
and aHouse committee (The Select Committee on Fiscal Affairs) met and studied varioustax issues. They both
made severa recommendationsto provide the Department of Revenue with toolsto collect taxeswhich are
already on the books, especially from delinquent taxpayers - and especially the large amount of money written
off as"uncollectible" by the department.

Those recommendationsresulted in bills being introduced in both houses. For ingtance, Senate Bill 1104
by Senator B. Jones (Act 763) [ see also House Bill 986 by Representative Hammett (pending House
committee)] authorizesthe Department of Revenueto offer delinquent accountsto the Attorney Generd for
collection a afee of 15% charged to the delinquent; those he does not accept may be offered to private collectors
at afee of 25%. Senate Bill 904 by Senator Hainkel (failed Housefinal) would have increased the charge
for attorney feeswhen Department of Revenue hires private counsel to collect delinquent taxes, interest and
penaltiesasfollows: up to 25% of thefirst $250,000 per year; up to 15% between $250,000 - $1,000,000; up
to 10% if over $1,000,000 or if the amounts are paid under protest.

Some tougher measures were enacted to induce payment from delinquents in House Bill 1105 by

Representative L eblanc (Act 254) and Senate Bill 669 by Senator B. Jones (Act 202) which provide for
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aruleto cease business (in addition to the rulein present law for sdestax) for failure by a businessto remit other
taxes collected on behalf of the state (such as withholding tax). Senate Bill 665 by Senator B. Jones (Act
1022) [see also Senate Bill 661 by Senator B. Jones (withdrawn) and Senate Bill 662 (pending Senate
committee)] includeswithin the crimina law concerning "worthless checks' thoseissued for amountsrelated to
State taxes.

And even public pressure could be used. House Bill 1172 by Representative L eblanc (Act 257)
authorizes disclosing the names of certain delinquent taxpayersin newspapers, magazines, or in eectronic media
such astelevision or the Internet after notice to the delinquent.

To preclude tax evaders who utilize some ambiguitiesin current tax law, the Legidature enacted Senate
Bill 659 by Senator B. Jones (Act 103) [see also House Bill 1103 by Representative Leblanc (Act
1167)] whichinterruptsthe running of prescription for faillureto file any tax return, rather than just income and
franchise tax returns. House Bill 1103 by Representative L eblanc (Act 1167) [see also Senate Bill 658
by Senator B. Jones(withdrawn) and SenateBill 660 by Senator B. Jones(withdrawn)] also specifiesthat
thefiling of a"faseor fraudulent return” meansthefiling with intent to evade taxes or with awilful intent to defraud
or evade.

Some other tools designed to increasetax collectionsare: House Bill 987 by Repr esentative Hammett
(Act 1060) which authorizes use of any collection procedure availableto the Department of Revenueto recover
rebates or refundable tax credits later disallowed. House Bill 1402 by Representative L eblanc (Act 259)
authorizes any state agency to filean offset clam for any debts owed to it againg an individud'sincometax refund.

SenateBill 675 by Senator B. Jones (Act 203) limits the requirement that estimated taxes be paid by

personswho can reasonably be expected to have anincometax liability of $1,000 (up from $200in present law)
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with the understanding that the Department of Revenuewill soon have the equipment to enableit to beginto collect
such taxes.

The Legidature expanded tax clearancesin Senate Bill 678 by Senator B. Jones (Act 716) which
requirestax clearancesfor lottery license renewals and the awarding of |ottery vendor contracts. However, the
L egidature was rel uctant to move further without more study, adopting House Concur rent Resolution 46 by
Repr esentativeL eblancdirecting the Department of Revenueand the Division of Administrationto determine
the feasibility of requiring businessesto obtain tax dearances prior to contracting with the state in the most efficient
and effectivemanner and report prior to the 2002 Session. Inasimilar vein, Senate Concur rent Resolution 68
by Senator B. Jones (adopted) requeststhetax committee of both housesto conduct ajoint study of certain
business inducements and tax credits and report its findings to the legidature.

Severd billsmaketax auditing easier, authorizing the Department of Revenuein Senate Bill 668 by
Senator B. Jones (Act 201) to agree with ataxpayer to the projection of an assessment by the use of sampling
procedures conforming to generaly recognized sampling techniques; Senate Bill 674 by Senator B. Jones(Act
104) to require ataxpayer to make records available in machine-sensible format if the taxpayer keeps such
records; and House Bill 988 by Representative Hammett (Act 70) to require eectronic filing of tax returns
or reports for certain taxpayers.

Thelossof sdestax to mail order and Internet vendors and the comptitive disadvantage to loca vendors
caused by the inability of the state to make such out-of-state vendors collect state tax caused the passage of
House Bill 994 by Representative Hammett (Act 72) which enacts the Uniform Sales and Use Tax
Administration Act, allowing the state to enter discussionswith other statesfor the purpose of preparing and

entering (after further consent of the legidature) the Streamlined Sales and Use tax Agreement to smplify tax
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administration for sellersinto out-of-[their] statelocations. Senate Concurrent Resolution 4 by Senator B.
Jones (adopted) memorializes Congressto enact federd legidation providing amethod for astate to require
out-of-state sellers to collect the state's sales tax on "remote sales’.

Wary of the new authority conferred on the Department of Revenue and concerned that tax enforcement
be fair, Senate Bill 673 by Senator B. Jones (failed House final) would have created a tax settlement
oversight committeeto approve proposed settlements of tax disputes of $2 million or more, including interest
and penalty.

Taxpayersin bona fide contestswith the department over tax issueswere given somerdief. SenateBill
1086 by Senator Lentini (Act 788) phases-down from January, 2006 to January, 2009, the interest rate
charged on tax which is not the subject of afina judgement from 15% to three percentage points above the legal
interest rate. Senate Bill 193 by Senator Michot (Act 1140) authorizes a court to allow ataxpayer to post
abond or other security in lieu of paying taxes under protest. Senate Bill 694 by Senator Hoyt (Act 717)
authorizes all enrolled agents licensed by the U. S. Department of the Treasury to represent taxpayersin
administrative matters.

Loca governments received some attention. House Bill 264 by Representative Hammett (Act 799)
authorizesloca governmentsto contract with the Louisana Municipa Advisory and Technical Services Bureau
for the collection of thelocal insurance premium licensetax. Senate Bill 619 by Senator Hainkel (pending
Housereconsider ation) would have given the same authority to local governmentsto enter into collection
contracts with collection agencies and attorneys to collect delinquent ad val orem taxes and to add a 30% pendty
to offset the cost of such contracts[see also House Bill 1434 by Representative L eblanc (pending House

committee)]. Senate Bill 1046 by Senator Ellington (Act 1149) requires public service companiesto pay
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protested property taxesinfull inorder to appeal certain decisionsof thetax commission and authorizesthe
companies to choose either a credit against future taxes or a cash refund if they win.

Finally, HouseBill 1391 by Representative Danid (Act 1175) re-based the salestaxation of mobile

telecommunications service on federal law concepts of place of "primary use".
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SOCIAL SERVICES

Contact: Bobbie Hunter (225) 342-9785

Welfare Reform

Severd billsinthe 2001 Regular Session addressed this subject with regard to the Temporary Aid to
Needy Families(TANF) block grant established in 1996. Louisanahasasurplusof 169 million dollarsin federa
fundsthat must be utilized or thefunding will belost. Senate Concurrent Resolution 67 by Senator Irons
(adopted) createsaspecid legidative committeeto provide oversight over theuseof federd TANF funds. The
oversgght committees purposeisto ensurethat these funds are expended appropriatdy, pursuant to authorization,
and in an effective and efficient manner.

Additionally, House Current Resolution 124 by Representative Winston (adopted) requeststhe
Departments of Education, Hedth and Hospitas, and Socid Servicesto maximize available resourcesto expand
child careassistance. Thislegidationisan attempt utilize thesefederd resourcesto assst motherswith dependant
children by providing access to affordable child care.

House Bill 1732 by Representative L eblanc (Act 1098) alows TANF funds to be deposited into
Individual Development Accounts. Thisallowsarecipient of TANF fundsto establish an account in which the
individua may savefunds. These moniesdeposited into the account will be matched by TANF fundsin an effort
to move the individual off assistance. These monies may be used only for buying a home and business
capitaization. If theindividua ceasesto receive TANF, themoniesin the account may be used for any purpose,
except those specified by nonprofit organizations or an individual contributor.

Mental Health
SenateBill 150 by Senator Schedler (Act 192) addresses persons suffering from mentd illnessand

substance abuse. Thismeasure providesto the administration of medicationin apsychiatric emergency to apatient
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admitted to atreatment facility. The physician may administer medication, without the consent of the patient and
againg thewishes of the patient in astuation which the reasonable judgement of the physician percaivesthe patient

or othersto be at risk or damage of life or limb.
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STATE GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS
Contact: David Smith (225) 342-0626

Voters/Voting

Senate Bill 68 by Senator C. Fields (pending House Committee) would have provided that the
registration of a person whose registration has been suspended by the registrar of votersfor conviction of afelony
would be reinstated when the person gppearsin the office of theregistrar and provides documentation from the
goppropriatecorrection officid showing that such personisnolonger under an order of imprisonment. Further upon
completion of asentencefor conviction of afeony, the Department of Public Safety and Correctionswould give
written notice to any person who has completed his sentence aletter stating that the person shdl be restored to
hisrightsof citizenship and restored to hisright to vote and the letter shall also state the person must present the
letter to hisregistrar of votersin order to register to vote.
Public Records

HouseBill 825 by Repr esentative Broome (pending Senatefloor) would have added an exemption
to the public recordslaw for the audio recording of a911 cdl or cal to another public safety would have provided
requesting servicefrom alaw enforcement, fire protection, or medical agency from the public recordslaw. The
bill providesfor classes of personswho are not prohibited from having accessto such arecording, which include
(2) law enforcement agencies or public safety agencies or emergency servicesor (2) for useinacriminal or
internal investigation or (3) when used for training of emergency communications officers or to be tabulated and
includedinapublication of satistica datafor usefor public education purposes, provided the calling party or his
representative consents. Additionaly, such 911 information may berel eased pursuant to asubpoena duces tecum
issued by acivil or crimina court. Such 911 information shall be availableto the cdler, parentsor guardians of

aminor whoisacaller, the succession representatives of the caller, or to the attorneys of the caller or succession
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representatives.

Election Code

HouseBill 93 by Representative K atz (pending Senate floor) would have made changesto election
day poll hours and acreate new absentee voting periods and | ocations, and would have allowed any qualified
voter to vote absentee in person. Attempts were made to change the voting hoursto ashorter period by opening
later and closing earlier. However, the Senate rejected the concept and reverted the beginning and ending voting
time back to the origina time, in current law. The bill aso would have extended the time that the polls would be
open during absentee voting.
Electronics

SenateBill 455 by Senator Michot (Act 772) establishes the office of information technology within
thedivision of administration, to be headed by the chief information officer (ClO) and requiresthat the CIO be
gppointed by the governor and servein the unclassified service and report to the commissioner of administration
on information technology and information resources. The act providesthat the office of information technology
hasauthority over dl information technology systems and servicesfor agenciesin the executive branch of sate
government, and that the office has no authority over thelegidativeor judicia branches of state government or
agenciesthereof. The office of information technology would consist of executive offices and staff as deemed
necessaxy for effectiveinformation technology governance, including but not limited to the following two executive
offices, each headed by an executive director who would (1) oversee and implement astate master information
technology plan, (2)establish and direct implementation of information technology standards, architecture, and

guidelines suitable for statewide application for hardware, software, services, contractual arrangements,
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consolidation of systems and management of systems, (3) review, coordinate, and standardize information
technology strategic businesstechnol ogy planning, information technology procurement, information technology
budgeting, andinformation technol ogy personnel andtraining, and (4) implement Strategicinformationtechnol ogy
planning for the state, including the establishment and coordination of all telecommunications systems and
tel ecommuni cation servi cesaffecting themanagement and operati ons of theexecutivebranch of sategovernment.
L egis Power Functions

Senate Bill 691 by Senator Cravins (pending Senate committee) and House Bill 1826 by
Representative Penic (pending House floor) would have provided for the convening of a constitutional
convention to convene at noon on January 7, 2002 to frame anew constitution for the state. Senator Cravins
bill would have had 303 delegates selected as follows:

@ 210 delegates to be elected from House of Representatives districts.

(b) 78 delegates to be elected from Senatorial districts.

(© 15 delegates appointed by the governor from the public at large.

Delegates would have been required to be electors of the state and residents of the district from which
elected. Public officids, eected or gppointed would have been eligible for eection or gppointment as delegates.
Delegates and staff would be subject to the code of ethics, public bribery laws, and, in the case of elected
delegates and candidatesfor delegate, the campaign finance laws. Election or service by apublic officia or public
employee as adelegate or on the staff would not have been aviolation of the dua office holding laws. The hill
would have provided that the €l ection for del egateswould be held at the primary election on Saturday, October
20, 2001, and if ageneral election was necessary, on November 17, 2001. Candidates could qualify without

regard to party affiliation and the elections would have to be in accordance with provisions for election of
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candidatesfor public officein the Louisiana Election Code (el ection code). Further, voters could vote without
regard to party affiliation. Thebill would have provided that House and Senate staff designated by the presiding
officers of the legislature, prior to the convention, would prepare rules of procedure for adoption by the
convention, based on the 1973 convention rules, such rules to be subject to change and adoption by the
convention. The bill would have required the staff to do research and prepare a preliminary draft of a new
condtitution by July 1, 2002 and that the del egates would reconvene July 9, 2002, to receive the staff report, hold
hearings, and draft the proposed condtitution with thefind draft completed no later than January 1, 2003. Thehill
would have provided for el ection commissionersfor the del egates e ection and for coststo be paid as provided
by law for eectionsin which congtitutional amendments gppear on the balot. The bill provided for promulgation
of the results of the election by the secretary of state, if the congtitution was ratified and adopted by the people,
it required the governor to proclaim the constitution, including alternative provisions adopted, to be the

Constitution of Louisiana.
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TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT
Contact: Linda Nugent (225) 342-8892

PRESTIGE LICENSE PLATES

Therewere 30 Houseand Senatehillsrelativeto special prestige license platesthat wereintroduced and
acted on during theregular session, 24 of which create new prestige plates. With the addition of the new plates,
thelegidature will have authorized amost 140 prestige plates over the last severa years. The various types of
license plates represent the military, specid organizations, specid interest groups, Sate colleges and universities,
public service sororities and fraternities, and high schools.

Prior law required aminimum of 100 ordersto be placed before any new prestige plateisissued. Inan
attempt to dow the proliferation of the prestige plates because of safety concerns of various law enforcement
agencies, House Bill 1900 by Representative Katz (Act 1004) increases the minimum number of orders for
new prestige plates to 1,000.

MASSTRANSIT FUNDING

In an effort to stabilize masstrangt funding for the sate samdlest trangt sysemsfollowing last year’ s25%
funding reduction, the date’ slargest trangt systemsagreed to give up asmall amount of money under Senate Bill
835 by Senator Heitmeier (Act 780). The base amount for the systemsin New Orleans, Kenner, Monroe,
Alexandria, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Shreveport, and the parishes of Jefferson, East Baton Rouge, St. Bernard,
St. Tammany, and Terrebonnewill beincreased from $50,000 to $75,000, which will result in aredistribution
of theremainder of thefundsfor masstransit. Inthefuture, if funding for masstransit in ayear exceeds $8.0
million, the base amount will increase to $100,000, and if it exceeds $10.0 million, the base will increaseto
$125,000.

CHILD SAFETY
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Two hillsfocused on child safety. House Bill 81 by Representative Bruce (Act 447) requires children
under twelve years of ageto wear ahelmet whileriding abicycle onapublic roadway, bicycle path, or right-of-
way. The Senate deleted provisionswhich required civil penaltiesto be assessed againgt the parent or guardian
of the child who did not wear a helmet.

Senate Bill 409 by Senator Dupre (House subject to call) would have required certain child
passenger restraint systemsfor children under age 13 being trangported in amotor vehicle. Thebill identified the
type of restraint system, including child safety seat, booster seat, or safety belt, that would be used for achild
according to hisage and weight; and if achild’ s age wasin one category and hisweight wasin another category,
the more restrictive restraint would have been required.

LOUISIANA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

In an effort to address the state’ s growing transportation system needs and lack of sufficient revenues,
HouseBill 2072 by Repr esentative Diez (Act 1209) creates astatewide L ouisiana Transportation Authority
within the Department of Transportation and Development. The authority’ smain focusisto pursue dternative
and innovative funding sources, including public/private partnerships and tolls, to supplement public revenue
sources. The authority will be governed by a nine-member board and can issue revenue bonds, subject to
approval of the State Bond Commission.

DRIVER'SLICENSE

Current law providesthat adriver whose license has been suspended dueto afirst-time DWI can apply
for an economic hardship license. Senate Bill 339 by Senator Dupr e (Act 398) a so affords such an appeal
for aperson who is physicaly disabled and who must obtain medicd trestment for hisimpairment. If the gpped

issuccesstul, the person will be permitted to drive only on specified streets and at pecified timesthat will enable




Page 192 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

him to obtain medical treatment for his disability.
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MOTOR VEHICLES

Under the provisions of Senate Bill 24 by Senator M cPherson (Act 401), vehiclesinvolved in an
accident on any roadway must be moved to asafe shoulder of theroad if the driver isnot prevented by injury and
the vehicleisnot disabled by the accident, or if thereisno seriousinjury or desath to anyone. Prior law required
only vehicles on an interstate or four-lane highway to be moved.

HouseBill 942 by Representative Diez (Act 371) reducesthe reinstatement feesfor violations of the
compulsory liability insurance law. Violationsfor faling to have insurance coverage on avehiclewill resultina
reingatement fee of $25 if the violation isfor aperiod of 11-30 days, $100 for violations of 31-90 days, and $200
for violationsover 90 days, and a$25 adminigtrativefee. Therewill beno reinstatement feeif the violationsis
for 10 daysor less. (Previoudy, thefeeswere $25 for afirst offense, $200 for a second offense, and $200 for
third and subsequent offenses, plusa$25 administrativefeeon al violations.) The act also providesthat if a
person has morethan oneviolation pending at thetime of reinstatement, thetotal amount of feeshewill haveto
pay will not be over $500. According to the Office of Motor Vehicles, multiple reinstatement fees can mount
up to such an extent that many persons cannot afford to pay them, and they are hopeful that lowering them will

enable more peopleto pay their fees.
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UNITED STATESGOVERNMENT
Contact: Tom Tyler (225) 342-6156

Criminal Sentencing

Senate Resolution 75 by Senator C. D. Jones (adopted) requests Congress to repeal mandatory
minimum sentences imposed on criminal defendants.
Federal Aid to Farmers

Becauseit isestimated that farmersacrossthe nation will need an estimated $9 billion abovethe projected
federal budget baseline, Senate Concurrent Resolution 64 by Senator Romer o (adopted) memorializes
Congressto increasefedera aid to Louisianafarmerswho are experiencing disappointing crop yields dueto
drought as well as low commodity prices for their products.
Highways

House Concurrent Resolution 152 by Repr esentative Diez (adopted) memorializesthe Congress
to enact legidation to allow states to option out of the federal-aid highway program.
Imported Crawfish & Catfish

House Concurrent Resolution 143 by Representative Baudoin (adopted) seeks assistance from
the Federd Trade Commission to prevent the sdle of crawfish and catfish imported from Asaand Spain at prices
so low that Louisiana producers are unable to compete in the market.
Military Personnel

Senate Concurrent Resolution 9 by Senator Theunissen (adopted) memorializes Congressto
recognize active duty military personnel asaspecia class of driver and to take other actionsto reduce motor
vehicle insurance rates charged these persons while serving in our nation's armed forces.

Milk
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House Concurrent Resolution 93 by Representative Thompson (adopted) memorializes the
Congress to adopt the Southern Dairy Compact.

National Energy Policy

Asamajor petroleum producer, Louisanawill have amajor rolein any policy on the national level
designed to dleviate our energy problems. Senate Concurrent Resolution 32 by Senator Lambert (adopted)
memorializes Congressto commission the United States Department of Energy to establish anational energy
policy to develop along-term remedy to our energy needs by providing incentivesfor immediate domestic natural
gas exploration and production, and for opening untapped natural gas reservesin our nation.

In addition, House Concurrent Resolution 43 by Representative Pierre (adopted) dso memoridizes
Congressto includein the nationa energy policy preparationsfor the future through comprehensive planning for
development, production, delivery, conservation, and consumption of al manner of sources of energy and which
includes economic growth and devel opment for a better quality of lifefor al. This Resolution included strong
support for Lease Sale 181 and reform of the Coastal Zone Management Act to reflect its origina intent to
encourage multiple-use and energy development in an environmentally responsible way.

HouseConcurrent Resolution 9by Repr esentative Thompson (adopted) memorializesCongress
to strengthen the current federal safety rulesfor natural gas and liquid pipeline operations.

Presidential Elections

Senate Concurrent Resolution 95 by Senator Dupr e (adopted) requeststhat ajoint committee of
thelegidative governmental affairs committees study the manner of electing presidentia electorsin Louisiana.
Regueststhat thisstudy include areview and andysisof decting e ectorson aproportiona basisby congressona

districts as currently existsin the states of Maine and Nebraska.
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Property Damage
Senate Concurrent Resolution 140 by Senator Irons (adopted) asks the Congress to study the

feasibility of providing insurance coverage for any loss, damage, or diminution in value of property whichis

attributable to drought.
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WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
Contact: Arthur McEnany (225) 342-2414

Boats/Boating

Senate Bill 385 by Senator Michot (pending Senate Committee) would have required liability
insurance on vessels and personal watercraft operating on Louisiana waters.

SenateBill 677 by Senator M cPher son and SenateBill 773 by Senator L entini (pending Senate
Committee) would have created the Louisiana Boat and Motor Titling Act requiring the registering and titling of
boats and boat motors.

House Bill 575 by Representative Never s (failed Senate final) would have created the Louisiana
Boat and Motor Titling Act that allowsindividualsto register and titletheir boats and boat motorsif they desire
to do so.

House Bill 1681 by Representative Heaton (pending House Committee) would have required a
vessel operator's license to operate any motor -powered vessel on the waters of the state.
Fees/Licenses/Per mits

SenateBill 474 by Senator Smith (Act 324) dlowsout-of-gtate full-time coll ege students to buy hunting
and fishing licenses at the resident rate if their home state allows for reciprocity.

SenateBill 950 by Senator Romero (Act 19) reducesthe annud non-resident saltwater fishing license
from $50 to $30 as part of a negotiated settlement with Mississippi.

HouseBill 95 by Representative Ansar di (vetoed) would have provided for alifetime senior fishing
license at a very reduced rate and for this reason was vetoed by the governor.

HouseBill 576 by Repr esentative Never s(pending Senate Committee) would have provided that

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establish reciprocal hunting and fishing privileges with other state

S.
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House Bill 875 by Representativelles (pending Senate Committee) would have provided for the
issuance of recreational fishing licenses at any time of the year.
Fish/Fishing

SenateBill 328 by Senator Michot (pending Senate Committee) would have prohibited the useand
possession of gill netsin fresh water.

SenateBill 354 by Senator Michot (withdrawn) would haveincreased thedaily cred limit on red drum
to 8 fish per day and decreased the size limit from 16 inches to 14 inches.

Senate Bill 736 by Senator Ullo (pending Senate Committee) would have opened an annual
commercial season on spotted sea trout by means of rod and reel.

Senate Bill 752 by Senator Michot (pending Senate Committee) and House Bill 1692 by
Representative Triche (Act 165) would have designated the spotted seatrout asthe officid state saltwater fish.

SenateBill 814 by Senator Dupre (pending Senate Committee) would have alowed the night time
fishing of mullet using mullet strike nets.

Senate Bill 875 by Senator Michot and House Bill 1487 by Representative Triche (both
withdrawn) would have designated the spotted sea trout as a recreational game fish.

Senate Bill 899 by Senator Michot (pending Senate Committee) and House Bill 1664 by
Representative Triche (pending House Committee) would have prohibited the use and possession of gill nets
in salt water.

Senate Bill 1062 by Senator Dean (pending Senate Committee) would have provided for the use
of "consumer strikenets’ to commercialy takered drum, spotted seatrout, flounder and various other saltwater

finfish.
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House Bill 190 by Representative Odinet (Housefloor - subject to call) would have allowed the
use of strike nets to harvest black drum.
Hunter YHunting

SenateBill 168 by Senator M cPher son (pending House Committee) isacongtitutional amendment
that would have guaranteed the freedom to hunt, fish and trap in Louisiana.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 47 by Senator M cPher son (adopted) requests the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to study the feasibility of establishing arecreational season on nutria.

House Bill 281 by Representative Pitre (Act 226) provides for the department to establish a

recreational hunting season on nutria.
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THE ISSUES POINT-BY-POINT
Contact: Brenda Hodge, (225) 342-9737

Education Dollars and Cents
Teacher Pay - The Minimum Foundation Program (MFP), which provides basic state aid to local
schools, totals about $2.4 billion and details a pay raise for teachers.

? The formula includes a $2060 annual pay raise for teachers and other “certified”
personnd. Thepay raiseisfunded with the $70 million annual increasein the MFP and
increased gaming revenue set aside for education pay. Thislatest raiseincreasesthe
averageteacher pay in Louisiana from $33,109 to about $35,200. In 1996, the average
pay in Louisiana was only $26,800 which means since that time, the aver age teacher
salary hasincreased by almost $9,000.

? Theproposed MFP alsorequiresthat 50% of thenew state money for theMFPin future
years must be set asidefor additional teacher pay raises - unlessthelegisaturefinds
another funding sourcefor such raises. Theideaisto provideaway to giveteacherspay
raises on an annual basisto move more quickly to the SREB average. Sincethe MFP
normal annual increaseisabout $65 - $70 million, every year at least $32 million or more
will support additional teacher pay hikes. That amountsto closeto a $500 raise every
year.

School Support Workers Pay -

? Thereismoney sat asidein the supplemental appropriationsbill, about $12.5 million, to
providesupport workersaonetimesalary supplement of $300 to $400, depending on the
number of workerseligiblefor thesupplement. Thereareabout 31,000 to 40,000 school
support workers. About X year sago, support wor kerswere also giveaonetime salary
supplement.

Accountability programs -

? The2001-02 state oper ating budget includes some $26 million dollar smorethisyear to
support efforts connected with the state’'s school accountability program and LEAP
testing. Money isset asidefor remediation programs, special help for under-performing
schoolsand special rewardsfor achieving schools. The state budget now includessome
$48 million to support the state’s progressive accountability program.

Adult education & drop-out prevention -
? About $14 million in Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) money is set
asideto support adult education and pre-GED skills programs at local schools.

Education Excellence Fund & the Sale of the Tobacco Settlement -
? Thisspring, school systems acrossthe state got their first checks from the Education
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Excelence Fund (EEF). Thetrust fund isfinanced with a portion of the money the state
getseach year from the national settlement with tobacco companies. Interest from the
trust fund goes to school systems to enhance classroom instruction - i.e. supplies,
teaching materials, technology development, remediation, etc. It cannot be used for
construction or teacher pay.

? Lawmakers approved a bill to allow the sale of a portion of the state's tobacco
settlement to get alargelump sum payment now rather than wait for thefundsover a25
year period. If the settlement is sold, the amount of money in EEF would grow
dramatically and makeavailableconsder ably moremoney tolocal schoolsthrough EEF.

Education Policy & Programs - Legislators considered a wide range of measures dealing with

educational policy and programs. Some of themor e controver sial measur essuch asproposed changes

in teacher tenure; movesto makeit easier to establish independent school systemsand movesto allow

school voucher sdid not makeit through thelegidative process, but anumber of far-reaching measures

wer e approved.

? Early childhood education

? L awmaker sapproved ameasur eto begin astatewideear ly childhood education program

in public schoals. The proposed state budget setsaside some $15 million in TANF money
to begin the program. The measur e encour ages local schools systemsto offer quality
education programsfor all four year oldsin each school system by the stateagreeingto
pay for the“at-risk” students. State and national education experts agree that such
early childhood education programsare critical to dealing with education and social
problemsin later years. It isestimated that some 14,000 four year oldsin Louisiana -
many of them from needy families- do not now attend any kind of pre-k program. If
finally approved, state education officialswill consider proposalsfrom local systemsto
participate on a“first come, first serve’ basis.

? The state budget also sets aside $3 million specifically for Catholic Charitiesin New
Orleansto make pre-k programsavailableto at-risk children in that area.

? Truancy Assessment Centers- The governor has signed a measure to expand and extend the
timefor development and evaluation of a seriesof pilot programsaround the stateto provide
for early intervention and assistance for frequently absent students and their families. The
proposal isto expand the pilot programsto include 11 judicial districtsaround the state. The
programsoperatingin areaslike East Baton Rouge, Caddo and Jeffer son parishes have been
very successful.

? Mandatory school attendance age - Thelegidature passed a measurethat raisesthe mandatory
school attendance age from 16 to 17. Students can leave school now at 16 with parental
permission.
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? School discipline and violence
? School discipline& bullying - Thegovernor hassigned ameasur ethat tacklesbehavioral
problemsin schools by first giving school systems clear authority to charge problem
students fines and fees for disciplinary classes and programs. It also requires local
school boar dsto modify student conduct codesby August of thisyear to prohibit bullying
by one student against another.

? Student support programs - Several measur es approved by lawmakers at the session
focus on trying to assist students with personal and/or behavioral problems. One
measur e takes steps to set up suicide prevention programsin local schools. Another
authorizes elementary schools to develop programs on violence prevention and
intervention to provide assistanceto studentswho early on have behavioral problems.

? School crisis management - Under a measur e signed by the gover nor, public schools
must haveawritten crisis management and response plan in place by January of next
year.

? Student criminal records- A new law awaiting the governor’ssignaturerequirescourts

and law enfor cement agenciesto notify schoolswhen students, 12 year sof ageand older,
are convicted of a crime, especially a crimeinvolving a deadly weapon. Therewas a
recent incident in the Monroe area at an alternative school where a student with a
criminal record unknown to school officials attacked a school employee.

? Disclosure of education recordsto juvenile justice authorities - A new law requires
school boar dsto adopt policiesunder which a school board and its employees, without
parental consent, may disclosea student’ seducational recordsto law enfor cement and
others connected with the juvenilejustice system.

? School employee criminal records- The governor has signed a measureto requirethe
Bureau of Criminal Identification to providethe Department of Education and school
employersarecord of all criminal convictions of a school employeefor aten year period
prior totherequest for theinformation.

? Teacher shortagesand incentives- L ouisanahasa growing problem with a shortage of certified
teachers. The situation isparticularly significant in rural areasand in certain subject areas.
About 14% of theteachersin public schoolsarenot certified to teach in their assigned subject
area. To complicate matters, about one-third of education graduates from our colleges and
univer sities opt to not teach in our public schools. Lawmaker s approved a series of measures
to try to deal with the problem and to provide incentives to teachers and other key school
personnel to teach in public schools.

? Critical Teacher Shortage I ncentive Program - This program callsfor a $3,000 a year




?
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bonusfor four yearsto newly certified teacherswho teach math, biology, chemistry,
physics or special education in public schools. There is no specific funding for the
program which is estimated to cost about $200,000.

National Certified Teachers- Lawmakers expanded and extended the program that
providesan extra$5000 a year to thosewho earn certification from the National Board
of Professional Teaching Standards. The program is expanded to include school
administratorsaswell asteacher sand isextended through 2007. The program was set
toend in July of next year.

Re-employment of retired teachers- Soon a retired teacher can return towork in alocal
school without a cut in retirement benefits, after 12 months of retirement. School
systemsar eprohibited fromenteringinto” pre-employment” agreementswith soon-to-be
retirees. Retireeswho return to work haveto contributeto theretirement system, but
do not earn increased benefitsthrough their re-employment. The new law repealsa
number of restrictions and penaltieson retired teachersreturning to the classroom.

Out-of-state teacher certification - Allows ateacher certified in another stateto teach
in Louisianawithout a L ouisianateaching certificatefor up tothreeyears, rather than
theoneyear limit in current law. Also certified teachersfrom other stateswho have at
least four year steaching experienceand teach in L ouisiana public schoolsfor oneyear
do not haveto take theteacher certification exam in Louisianato be certified here.

School policies and operations

?

Teacher training - Lawmakersrepealed arequirement instituted in 1997 to require
additional staff development daysfor teachersasteacher pay increased. If thelaw had
not been repealed, teacher swould have had to participatein three additional training
days next school year in exchange for their $2060 a year raise.

Ingtructional time- Instead of additional training daysfor teachers, lawmakersdecided
toincreasethe minimum number of teaching daysin a school year from 175t0177. That
isgtill below the souther n aver age of 180 days of ingtruction. Many schoolsin Louisana
arealready meetingthehigher minimum now. Other swill probably beableto meet the
additional time requirements by adding minutes to each teaching day.

Logt classtime - After a seriesof teacher sickoutsthisyear that closed schoolsin some
areas, legidator sapproved a measurethat requires school systemsto “ make-up” days
missed dueto teacher absences shutting down schools.

Curriculum proposals

?

Agriculture Education Advisory Committee - The new panel will work with the
Department of Education to develop non-mandatory instructional strategies for
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integration of agricultural education into public schools.

? Personal financial management - Allows for the development of personal financial
management cour se work as part of existing cour ses.

? Bible as an elective course - Lawmakers approved a resolution to encourage local
schoolsto offer the study of the Bible asan dective cour sefocusing on the historical and
literary impact.

Higher Education Dollars & Policies

?

Faculty pay raises - About $38.7 million is set aside for faculty pay raises from therevised
gambling taxesapproved during the 2001 special sesson. Thefundswill providean average 5%
raise, but the exact amount of theraisefor college faculty will be determined by the various
higher education governing boards. I n determining the raises, the boar dswill consider merit
evaluationsand identify critical faculty needsin academic areaswherethereisagreat deal of
competition for quality faculty. On average, professor sat L ouisiana’ scollegesand univer sities
areabout 15% below the southern averagein pay. The planned raisesin the coming school year
will help ease that problem.

Endowed chairsand professor ships- About $23 million in new statemoney is set asideto match
about $35million in privatedonationsto support endowed chair s, which bring eminent scholars
to our higher education institutions, and to support professorships by providing salary
supplements as an incentive to hire specialized faculty.

Higher Education Technology Initiative - Some $22.5 million isear marked for thisinitiative
which is designed to increase the capacity of Louisiana’s colleges and universities to train
workersin technology and telecommunications through infrastructur e development at the
variousinstitutions, focused r esear ch and staff development. Thisinitiativeisakey component
of Governor Foster’s Vision 2020 program that focuses on upgrading the role of higher
education as a resear ch and economic development tool.

Tuition Increase Authority -

? Lawmakersauthorized state colleges and universities, with the approval of the Joint
Budget Committee, toraisefeesand tuition up to 3% ayear beginningin January, 2002,
with any approved increaseactually taking effect thefollowing fall semester. Thetuition
raising authority expiresin July, 2005. Without the special tuition raising authority,
collegesand universitiesmust get approval for each planned tuition or feeincreasewith
atwo-thirdsvote of thelegidature.

? If all universities raise tuition and fees by 3%, it will mean about $12.8 million in
additional funding for colleges and universities. Increased coststo studentswill range
from $4 a semester to $36 a semester depending on theingtitution attended. On average,
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L ouisiana college and univer sity tuition is 28% below the southern aver age.

? AuthorizeL SU Alexandriato offer four year degrees- After almost ten year sof pushingfor four
year status, L SU-A supportersand CENLA officials won legidative approval of the measure
that makesL SU-A afour year, baccalaur eatedegreegrantinginstitution. Citizensshould have
accessto four year coursesat L SU-A thisfall. The Alexandria area has been the only major
population center in the state without a four year university.

? START improvements- The Student Tuition Assistanceand Revenue Trust Program (START)
providescitizenswith aprogram to savefor college expenseswith the state matching a certain
portion of the investment. This session lawmakers approved changes in the program to
encour age mor e participation in the program and to take advantage of changesin federal tax
laws. Alter native investment options ar e also offered.

? Higher Education L ear ning Centers- In an effort to expand higher educational opportunitiesin
Louisiana, lawmakers authorized the Board of Regents to establish learning centersin
cooper ation with local communitiesand existing post-secondary institutionsto provide college
courses and programs to areas of the state where higher education services are limited.
L earning center s cannot be established in areas where community colleges alr eady exist.

TOPS Proposals - Therewere over 50 measuresfiled at theregular sesson relatingto TOPS. In the
final daysof thesession, work on the various proposalswas“topsy-turvy” asproposalsrgected by one
chamber or theother wereresurrected over and over again. In theend, lawmaker svoted down moves
toturn TOPSinto aloan program, set incomelimitson participation in the collegetuition program and
requirerembursement to the state from studentswho dropped out of the program. Several important
changes wer e approved.

? TOPS Tech Award reform -

? L egislator s agreed to change the eligibility requirementsfor the TOPS Tech Award
which provides assistance to students seeking job training and technical skills. The
changesarean effort to encour age studentswho might not beinterested in pursuing a
degreetheopportunity toimprovether quality of life by gainingjob skills. Therequired
ACT scorefor theaward islowered from 19to 17 beginning with thefall semester this
year. New alter nativestothecurrent required curriculum, with coursesmoregeared to
preparation for technical training, take effect in the fall of 2002.

? Lawmakers also set up two special study committeesto look at issuesrelating to the
TOPS Tech Award and other incentivesfor sudentsto seek job trainingin areaswhere
there are shortages of trained workers.

? Corecurriculum waivers- With somerequired courses still not available to students at some
public schools, lawmaker sdecided to continueto waive certain cour serequirementsfor TOPS
eligibility, when the cour ses are not available, through the 2002-03 school year.
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Early graduates eligibility - Allow studentswho graduatein lessthan 4 yearsto qualify for
TOPS.

Honor graduates & TOPS awards - Allow high school studentswho took at least 10 honors
cour ses, graduatewith at least a 3.0 grade point aver age and scoreat least a 24 on the ACT to
qualify for the TOPS Perfor mance Award. Thegradepoint averagenow required for all sudents
to get the higher performancereward is 3.5.

TOPS studies -

? TheBoard of Regentsisnow required to develop auniform reporting system on TOPS
to providereliable information about the program. TOPS officials will also have to
officially notify students and parents of TOPS when studentsreach the 8" grade, the
time when they will be setting out their cour se study plan for high school.

? TheHouseand Senate Education Committeeswill work together in thecoming months
to study the costs associated with TOPS and the various digibility issues. The
committeeswill report back to thelegidaturewith recommendations on needed changes
in the program.

Healthcare | ssues

L awmakersbegan theregular sesson facing abigholein thestate budget to support health care

services. Devastating cuts and layoffs were avoided when state budget officials got new revenue
estimatesin May. Forecaster supped therevenue estimatesfor the 2001-02 budget year by some $87
million. Mot of that increasewas set aside for health care servicesand, since much of themoney the
state spends on health careismatched with federal funds, the proposed cutsin health care services
wer e avoided.

?

Medicaid drugs - With the cost of the Medicaid drug program now over $500 million and
growing by over $100 million ayear, lawmaker sagreed totry tohold down the costsby setting
up a new system to decide what drugs will be covered under the program. The Medicaid
Phar maceutical and Therapeutics Committee, made up of physicians, phar macists and state
medical officialswill devisealist of covered medications. Doctor swho want thestateto pay for
Medicaid patient drugs not on the approved list may seek special permission for cover age of
thedrug and the state must respond to therequest within 24 hours. M edicaid patients awaiting
word on cover age of aneeded drugwill beableto obtain a 72 hour emergency prescription. The
new program should bein place early next year.

L SU Health Sciences Center budget reform - Lawmaker s agreed to change the way financing
for the L SU Health Sciences Center and the 9 state hospitals the center overseesis handled.
L SU officials asked for the change to allow them to keep some of the surplus the system
generates and invest any surplus funds in facilities, staff improvements and cooper ative
programs with private facilities. The state hospital system has been plagued with lack of
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equipment and substandar d facilitieswhich havethr eatened medical education programsat the
hospitals. At first, the Joint Budget Committeewill have over sight of thenew budget authority
given to L SU.

LaCHIPSexpansion - Thechildren’shealth insurance program, financed mostly with federal
funds, now coversover 100,000 previoudy uninsured childrenin Louisana. Lawmakersagreed
to request permission from thefederal gover nment to expand the program to provide health
insurance cover agetothe parentsof LaCHIPS children and pregnant women in familieswith
children who qualify for LaCHIPS or Medicaid. The plan isto provide health coverage for
parents whose family incomeis at the poverty level and for pregnant women whose family
incomeisup to 200% of poverty level. State health officials hopeto make health care services
availableto over 58,000 parentsand over 3800 pregnant women through the effort. State funds
necessary to expand the program areincluded in state budget plans.

Hospice Programs - Lawmakers also agreed to allow state health officials to seek federal
permission to expand the state' sM edicaid program to include cover age of hospice serviceson
apilot basis.

Patient services - Women will soon have easier access to mammography in Louisiana.
L awmakersagreed to allow women to obtain a mammogr aphy without a doctor’s prescription.
L egidatorsalso created a special consumer task for ceto develop aplan to provideservicesand
living optionsto thedisabled, elderly and mentally ill in Louisana. A 1999 U.S. Supreme Court
decision requires statesto develop alter nativesto institutional carefor such citizens.

Public Health policies - To address potential public health problems, legislators gave state
health officials power sto enforce the state' s sanitary code and to license abortion facilities.
Lawmakersalso put new restrictionson lateterm abortions, requiring a second doctor to be
present during the procedure and teststo determine the viability of the fetus.

Children & Family Issues

?

Child Support - At theurging of theL ouisana L aw I nstitute, lawmaker supdated theguidelines
used to deter minetheamount of child support owed. The guiddineshave not been revised since
1972. Legidators also gave state officials more authority to collect overdue child support
patientsfrom parents. Parentswho are 90 days past due on paymentsface theloss of various
licenses - from driver’slicensesto professional licenses.

Pater nity issues- Providing falseinfor mation about the pater nity of a child isnow a crimewith
fines up to $10,000 and five yearsin jail.




Page 211 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

State issued I1D’s for children - Parents will soon have the option of getting a special
identification card for children under 16 years of age. The state will issue the card, like a
driver’slicense, for a $3 fee.

Bicyclehelmets- Tourgeparentsto makesuretheir children wear safety helmetswhen riding
bicycles, lawmakersagreed to requirethe helmetsfor bikeriders 12 years of age and under.
Pushed as a safety education measur e, the new law includes no penalties.

Breast-feeding rights- Women in L ouisiana now have an official right to breast-feed in public
places.

Corrections & Public Safety

?

Sentencing Reform & Alter nativesto Incar ceration - Astheresult of effortsin the State Senate
over the past year, legislator s approved and the governor signed a measurethat eliminates
mandatory minimum jail termsfor certain non-violent crimesand returnstojudgesthediscretion
toorder alternativestoincar ceration for certain non-violent crimes, many of themlow-level drug
related offenses. The measure also establishes a Risk Review Panel which will make
recommendationsto the courtsregarding release of certain inmates convicted of non-violent
crimesto alter native programssuch asdrug courts, intensive par ole, etc. Thecorrectionsreform
measureis expected to save the state some $60 million a year. L ouisiana now has more people
in prison that any other stateand correctionscostsareincreasing at over aquarter of abillion
dollarsayear.

DrugCourts& Other Sentencing Options- I n conjunction with thesentencingreform measures,
lawmaker sagreed to expand funding for drug courtsand other sentencing options. Over $14.7
million isset asideto continueand expand drug courtswhich provideintensiveinter vention and
treatment programsfor non-violent drug related offenders. Another $5 million isear marked for
other alter nativeprogramsthat providejob training, literacy programsand support for convicted
criminals placed on probation and/or parole. Additionally, legislator s beefed up the state's
probation and par olesystem with additional positionsand funding to monitor and support the
alternative sentencing programs.

Home incar ceration pilot program - L ouisiana law now authorizes home incar ceration as an
alternativeto prison for certain offenders, but the option hasnot really been used. Now, state
corrections officials must implement a home incar ceration pilot program using electronic
monitoring devices by November of thisyear for non-violent offenders, with the participants
picking up thetab for the home monitoring. The state hopesto save over $6 million ayear once
the pilot program isfully implemented.

Juvenileoffender costs- To help local gover nmentsdeal with the growing financial burden of
taking care of juvenile offender s awaiting transfer to the state, lawmaker s set aside about $2
million to increase state payments to local and parish governments for the care of such
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offenders.

DNA testing - Lawmaker s approved a measureto set up a system in Louisiana that allows
inmatesto petition the courtsfor DNA testing to provetheir claim of innocence. Allowsinmates
until the end of August 2005 to request the tests. The measure was adopted in response to
concernsin Louisianaand acr ossthenation of personscurrently serving prison sentencesand
facing execution for crimesthey did not commit.

Crimes of stalking & domestic violence - Lawmaker s approved several measures designed to
givevictims of stalking more protection by broadening the definition of stalking. They also
approved changesin statelaw to expedite protection ordersfor dating partnerswho arevictims
of domestic violence.

Sexual abuse offenses- After thekidnapping of a child in south Louisana and reportsof abuse,
lawmaker s approved a series of measuresto address such problemsincluding a new law to
sentence those convicted of kidnapping a child under twelveto life with the option of a lesser
sentenceif the child isreleased unharmed; the creation of a Sex Offender Technology Fund
financed with increased registration fees on sex offenders to purchase global positioning
technology and other equipment to assist in the tracking of known sex offenders; a new
prohibition on sexual offendersliving lessthan 1000 feet from a school.

Elderly Crimes- Those convicted of certain violent crimesagainst those 65 yearsof ageor older
will face an extrathreeyearsin jail in addition to the normal sentencefor the offense. A new
crimewas also created to address the misuse or theft of assets needed to provide healthcare
to an aged or disabled person.

Technology crimes- Lawmaker sapproved aseriesof lawsto deal with new crimesin connection
with technology such as cyber-stalking, computer data damage or tampering, use of equipment
to void anti-theft devices, use of bogus UPC labelsto defraud and more.

Crime of aggravated robbery - Thisisa new category of crime set up to close a gap in the
gate' scriminal laws. Now thereisthecrimeof armed robbery and thecrime of smplerobbery,
but no way to adequately addressarobbery crimewherethevictim is attacked and severely
injured asoccurred in acasein North Louisanalast year. Thenew aggravated robbery offense
carriesapenalty of 3to 40 yearsin prison.

Vicious and dangerous dogs - Lawmakers approved several measures to address growing
concer nsabout danger ousand viciousdogs. One measuremakesit acrimeto own aviciousor
dangerous dog. Other measures increase penaltiesfor dog fighting and prohibit owning or
training adog for fighting matches.

Crimesof thetimes- With theprice of crawfish and gasolinerising, so are problemswith crimes
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associated with thepricey items. To deal with the situation, lawmaker sincr eased penaltiesfor
crawfish theft and gasolinetheft. A person caught filling up thetank and not paying, now faces
theloss of their driver’slicensefor afirst offense.

Highway Safety | ssues

?

Lower DWI threshold - After several yearsof discussion, legidatorsagreed tolower the blood
alcohol level at which a person is considered intoxicated from .10 to .08. The lower level will
take effect theend of September 2003, the deadlinefor all statesto lower the DWI1 threshold
to at least .08 or faceloss of federal highway funds.

Expand DWI lawstoincludeadriver impaired by theuse or abuse of over the counter drugsand
certain prescription drugs.

DWI offender ssubstance abusetreatment - I n an effort to addr ess problemswith repeat drunk
drivers, lawmakers agreed to set up new laws that allow the sentencing of 3@ and 4" DWI
offenders to in-patient and out-patient substance abuse treatment along with intensive,
supervised homeincar cer ation. Someinitial jail timewill still haveto be served. Offender swill
bear thecost of thealter native sentencing program. Thosewho violatetherequirementsof the
treatment and/or the home incar ceration program will haveto servethe prison time.

Railroad crossing safety - Lawmakers could not agree on a series of measures to require
installation of safety gates at certain crossings, but they did agree to set a $1000 fine and
require a driver safety course for drivers who try to beat trains at crossings. They also
authorized train engineers and other railroad employees who witness crossing violations to
notify law enfor cement officialswithin 36 hour s of theincident, providing a vehicledescription,
license plate infor mation and other details.

Driver Distractions Study - With all of the national attention on the use of cell phones by
drivers, lawmakersagreed to set up a special study panel to investigate problemswith driver
distractions, like cell phones. The panel will submit a report to lawmakers no later than
December 2002.

Other highway safety matters- Current statelaw requiresmotoriststo movevehiclesinvolved
in accidentsfrom theroadway on inter statesand four -lane highways. L awmaker sextended that
toincludeall roads. And, if you decideto makearun for it acrossinter statetraffic, beready to
pick up some litter. Pedestriansillegally crossing inter states now face fines and community
service.

Economic development & Infrastructure

?

Reorganization of the Department of Economic Development - Lawmakers at the regular
session approved and the governor has signed changes in state law to refocus the state's
economic development efforts as recommended by the Governor’s Economic Development




Page 214 2001 Regular Session Final Legislative Highlights July, 2001

Reorganization Task Force.

The proposed state operating budget also callsfor investment of state dollarsin information
technology development, higher education research and bio-medical advances.

TheDivison of Administration, with theapproval of the statelegidature, ismoving ahead with
theimplementation of a coordinated state plan for the use of technology in providing services,
gover nment oper ationsand data collection. Thelegidaturealso approved a seriesof measures
to allow expanded use of computer technology in thehandling of state busnessand adopted the
Uniform Electronic Transaction Act, a measure to set up a system of uniform electronic
transactionsallowing both gover nment and privatebusinessto useelectronicrecords, signatures
and contractsin their operations.

Saintsinitiatives - A plan to renegotiate the state' s contract with the Saints has not yet been
finalized. Lawmakersdid approve a plan to improve facilitiesat Nicholls State University in
connection with the Saints useof theuniver gty for itstraining camp. A measuretoallow for the
sale of the Superdome name with the proceedsto go to the Saintsaslong asthey arethe NFL
franchisein New Orleanswas also approved. If necessary, other Saintsrelated issues can be
addressed later in theyear at an anticipated special session of thelegislaturethisfall.

Louisiana Transportation Authority - This is a new entity in the State Department of
Transportation with thepower toimposetollson certain road projectsand usethosetollsto pay
off bonds sold to financeroad and bridge projects. Theauthority will also be allowed to form
partner shipswith private companiesto build transportation projectswith the company paid with
toll revenue. Thisauthority isseen asan option for financing major transportation projectslike
the extension of 1-49 and the proposed loop around Baton Rouge that are not expected to be
financed within the existing state transportation program.

State Finance | ssues

?

2001-02 state oper ating budget - The state oper ating budget approved by lawmakerstotals
about $15.2 billion. That isabout $1 billion morethan the operating budget approved last June
and about the same amount abovethe* existing oper ating budget” as of December, 2000 which
isused assomewhat of astarting point in development of the gover nor’sexecutive budget each
year. Much of the increase is connected to increased federal funding for healthcare and
programsrelatingtowelfarereform. Almost $200 million in new gambling revenuewasr aised
earlier thisyear to pay for teacher and collegefaculty pay. Thebudget continuesto focus state
dollarson improving education, healthcar e services and economic development.

Sale of the Tobacco Settlement - Lawmaker s agreed to authorize the sale of up to 60% of the
state’ sexpected revenuefrom thenational settlement with tobacco companies. L ouisiana now
getsan annual payment from the settlement that is supposed to total over $4 billion dollarsin
the next 25 years, but state officials are concer ned that in futur e year sthe tobacco companies
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might go bankrupt or that theannual paymentsto the state may decline, sncethepaymentsare
somewhat tied to tobacco sales. Selling the settlement will mean lesstotal money to the state,
but the statewould realize alar ge up-front payment - asmuch as $1.1 billion - from the sale of
thesettlement toinvestors. Sincemost of thelump sum money would gototheMillennium Trust
Fund that supportslocal schools, TOPSand health careprograms, thestatewould haveabigger
pot of money now to earn moreinterest money to support education and healthcar e services.

State employee group benefitsprogram - Theprogram that provideshealth insuranceto state
wor kersand other gover nment employeescontinuesto havefinancial problems. Lawmaker sput
up an extra $76 million thisfiscal year to help pay off arecurring deficit in the program and
approved a measure to put up another $63 million in the 2001-02 fiscal year if additional
revenues become available. Even with that, the program is ailing. So lawmaker s approved a
measur ethat, among other things, preventsemployeesnearing retirement from enrollingin the
health insurance program at the last minute to get retirement health benefits. To encourage
younger employers, with lower healthcare costs, to enroll in the program, the state is also
increasing how much it putsup for astateworker’ shealth insurancepremium sothat in 3years,
the state will be picking up 75% of the premium costs.

Supplemental pay - At the urging of firefightersand local law enforcement officials, state
lawmakers agreed to approve a proposed change in the state constitution to protect
supplemental pay from budget cuts. If voter sgo along with the proposed change, the state could
not reduce the monthly $300 payment without a two-thirds vote of thelegislature.

Feeincreases- Thissession lawmaker swere bombar ded with requestsfrom local courts, state
agencies and special groupsto increase all sorts of feesto support one program or another.
Concerned that the*fee” increases werereally taxesin disguise, raising court costsin some
parishesto hundredsof dollarsfor a parking ticket, the Senate halted consider ation of thefee
measur es. Lawmaker sintend to study the problem with rising court and local feesaround the
state over the next few months and decide how state officials should approach the problem.

Prestige License Plates - Faced with a growing number of requestsfor prestige license plates
that cost the state even when few purchase the plates, lawmaker s decided to change state law
torequireat least 1000 requestsfor the plate beforeit is developed and sold.

State Energy Policy - With energy costs skyrocketing, state lawmaker s ordered the Division
of Administration tomoveforward with an audit of ener gy usein statebuildingsand to establish
energy conservation measur es.

Revenue issues - I n this general session, lawmakers could not consider tax measures. They
could, however, consider changesin state law to allow state agencies to do a better job of
collecting taxes alr eady on the books. L egidator s approved a series of measuresthat givethe
Department of Revenue moretoolsto do their job including the use of collection agenciesand
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the attorney general’s office to collect delinquent taxes; the authority to order a businessto
cease oper ation for failureto remit taxes collected for the state, like salestaxes; the authority
tomakethenamesof delinquent taxpayer spublic; technical changesin thelaw to makeit easer
for revenue officialsto gather tax information from businesses and to conduct audits.

Government Reform

? L egidative Budget Authority - A proposed changein thestate constitution to be consider ed by
thevotersin a statewide election in November 2002 givesthe state legidature more flexibility
to deal with needed state budgets.

? Now over 64% of the statemoney to support citizen servicesand programsisprotected
from cutsthrough special dedicationsin the state constitution or statelaw. With most of
the budget immune from cuts, the unprotected ar eas of state spending, such as higher
education, health care and social service programstakethe brunt of any cuts. Those
kinds of cutsin state dollars cost the state hundreds of millions of dollarsin federal
matching funds, particularly in vital health care programsfor the needy and elderly.

? Theproposed changein thestate constitution and a companion changein statelaw will
give the state legislature more options in dealing with state finances and setting
priorities for spending tax dollars during time of tight state finances. In certain
circumstances during a budget year and during preparation for a next year budget,
lawmaker scould cut up to 5% in most all of the programsnow protected from cuts. Cuts
to the MFP would be limited to no more than 1% and could not affect instructional
Services.

? Eliminate the elected Commissioner of Elections and merge the office with the office of the
Secretary of State, making the elections commissioner post an appointed position in the
Secretary of State' soffice. Thetwo officeswill mergeat theend of thisterm, which isJanuary
2004, or earlier if the commissioner of elections post isvacated. A plan for the merger of the
officewill be submitted to lawmaker s by January of next year for review. With the merger of
the two offices, the elected secretary of state and all of the agency’s employees will be
prohibited from participating in political activities, except their own campaign.

? Proposed changein the way legisative sessions are now operated. L awmakers approved a
proposed changein the state constitution that will be considered by votersin the November
statewidedection 2002to set new rulesfor legidative sessions. L egidator snow meet in gener al
sessionsin odd number ed years, with shorter fiscal only sessionsin even numbered years. The
proposal isto movethefiscal sessonsto even numbered yearsand the general sessionsto odd
numbered years. In fiscal sessions, lawmakers could introduce five non-fiscal bills and an
unlimited number of so-called local bills, adding afew daysto thelength of the session to deal
with theextrabills. Lawmaker shave been frustrated with thecurrent limitson thefiscal sesson
that haslead to the need for repeated special sessonsand regular sessionswith thousands of
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billsintroduced.

L egal feesfor acquitted public officials and gover nment employees - Beginning thisfall, a
gpecial pane will meet annually to set the hourly feefor attorneyswho represent public officials
and gover nment employeeswho aretried and acquitted of wrong-doing. Now reimbur sement for
such legal feesis on a case-by-case basis.

L obbyist registration fee increase - $10 feeraised to $110 to cover the actual costs associated
with the Board of Ethics maintaining and over seeing lobbyist registration matters.

Campaign finance reforms - Several measur es address candidates and others who violate
campaign financelawsand do not pay thefinesand fees associated with thoseviolations. Ethics
officialsgain new power stofileclaimsagaing a person’sindividual incometax return for unpaid
fines, and candidates cannot use campaign fundsto pay finesif they intentionally violated the
campaign finance laws.

Open meetings - State law now requiresthe legislature and school boards to allow public
comment at meetings. Now all public bodiesmust set up aprocedureto makesurethepubliccan
have a say.

Consumer Related | ssues

?

Do Not Call List - Setsup a system for consumer sto have their names placed on a do not call
list maintained by the Public Service Commission to stop callsfrom telemarketers. Consumers
pay $5 for fiveyearsor $1 ayear to have name placed on list. Telemarketers must purchase
thelist and facefinesfor calling citizenson thelist. Thelaw requiresthe PSC to havethedo not
call list in place by January of next year.

Genericdrugs- A quirk in the sate pharmacy code, revised by lawmakersafew yearsago, |eft
in question theauthority of a pharmacist tofill aprescription with agenericdrugwithout fir st
calling a physician for permission. Lawmakers addressed the problem with a new standard
prescription pad wher e physicians check a box to allow use of generics. Consumerswill now
have a clear option to get generic drugs.

Mississippi-L ouisiana hunting & fishing license fees - L ouisiana finalized an agreement with
Mississippi over out-of-state hunting and fishing license fees with the passage of several
measur es at the session. The governor has signed the measuresinto law that lower feeson
certain out-of-statefishinglicensesand addresscharter boat fishinglicenses. Earlier thisyear,
Mississippi took thenecessary administrativestepstolower itsout-of-state hunting licensefees
which had almost doubled when L ouisiana raised fishing license feeslast year to deal with
budget cutsin thewildlife and fisheries department.
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? Limitation on information on credit card receipts- By January 2003, merchantsin L ouisana
using electronic cash registerswill berequired to issue cash register credit card receiptsthat
only includethelast fivedigitsof theaccount number. Theprotection against credit card theft
will not apply to “manual receipts’.

? Internet “name-jacking” - It isnow against thelaw in Louisiana for someoneto register a
websitein your name and then try to sell it back to you. A number of people, including public
officials, haveruninto problemswith so-called “ cyber-squatting” or “name-jacking” . Under the
law you can file suit or the attorney general can take action.

? Job discrimination & genetic testing - As genetic science and resear ch evolves, lawmakers
decided to makesurethat citizensin L ouisana should not face discrimination on thejob or when
seeking employment because of genetic testing resultsthat may reveal health problems.

The Water Question
Early oninthesession, thequestion of how best to develop a statewidewater policy dominated

discussions. In the end, lawmaker s approved several measuresrelating to the issue.

? Ground Water Management Commission & Ground Water Advisory Task Force - The
commission, with input and participation from the task force, will define areaswith critical
groundwater needsand will beableto regulatewithdrawalsfrom thoseareas. Thetwo groups
arealso charged with developing a compr ehensive statewidewater policy for consider ation at
the 2002 regular session.

? Chicot Aquifer study - The state oper ating budget sets aside $160,000 to develop a modd of the
Chicot Aquifer Complex and to evaluateits status.




