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SENATOR THOMPSON DISCUSSES WORK OF 2013 REGULAR 
SESSION 

 
NOTES SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO PROTECT EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE AND 

OTHER PRIORITIES DESPITE BUDGET CHALLENGE 
 
District 34 State Senator Francis Thompson (D-Dehli) is generally pleased with the work of the 
recently concluded 2013 Regular Session. Among the highlights are the adoption of a balanced 
state-operating budget that protects education and health care and the continued state 
commitment to supporting community and technical colleges. 
 
“The daunting budget shortfalls we faced 
again this year did not deter our efforts to 
ensure that vital services are provided to our 
citizens,” said Sen. Thompson. “I believe 
that we were able to adopt a responsible and 
fair state operating budget that increases 
funding for schools for the first time in 5 
years, awards our hard-working certified 
classroom teachers with a pay increase, 
protects our most vulnerable citizens in the 
health care arena and provides support to our 
higher education and technical institutions.” 
 
Sen. Thompson notes that his top priorities are to ensure that every child in the state receives a 
quality education and that the state’s most vulnerable citizens have adequate services in the 
changing landscape of public healthcare. 
 
“Having a strong public education system and ensuring that every child has access to a quality 
education is essential. Healthcare is also a critical issue facing Louisiana. I have and will 
continue to fight to ensure that we get the redesign of public health care right. The wellbeing of 
our most vulnerable citizens – the elderly, the young and the underinsured – is depending on it,” 
said Sen. Thompson. 
 
 
 

-more- 



Also of import this session was the legislature’s support of many measures that Sen. Thompson 
authored or co-authored:  

• SB 52, which is awaiting governor approval, addresses a growing problem in corrections 
facilities across the state – the introduction of controlled dangerous substances into 
prisons. 

• SB 72, now Act 30, creates a secure buffer zone around funeral, memorial or burial 
services to protect grieving families and makes the current law stronger by complying 
with constitutional requirements. 

• SB 168, now Act 26, merges the Seed Commission and the Feed, Fertilize and 
Agriculture Liming Commission to form the Agricultural Chemistry and Seed 
Commission as a way to streamline and provide efficiencies within the Department of 
Agriculture. 

• SB 187, now Act 27, exempts veterinarians from the Prescription Monitory Program, 
which is designed to prevent doctor or pharmacy “shopping” by drug abusers. 

• HB 352, which is awaiting governor approval, creates the Department of Elderly Affairs 
as a support mechanism for senior citizens in the state and to help Louisiana become a 
“retirement-friendly” state. The department will be created if one of the current 20 state 
departments is eliminated or the constitution is amended to allow an additional 
department.  

• HB 382, which is awaiting governor approval, creates a volunteer firefighters’ tuition 
reimbursement program. 
 

Sen. Thompson says that the legislature also made a strong effort this session to support 
community and technical colleges, “The legislature continues to work to meet the needs of the 
strong and growing workforce in Louisiana by supporting the community and technical colleges 
of this state. I will continue monitoring this issue throughout the year.” 
 
Additionally, the Senator says that the legislature was able to address other important issues this 
session including rural development, soil and water issues, transportation and highway safety, 
veterans and military issues and job creation and tax issues. 

 
“Overall, I am pleased with the work we 
were able to accomplish this session,” said 
Sen. Thompson. “Despite the many 
challenges we faced, we were able to 
address a variety of important issues and 
improve the conditions and protect the 
welfare of our citizens. I look forward to 
continuing to work with all of my 
constituents to better the community and 
livelihood of our people.” 
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