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Fiscal Note

Department of Environmental Quality lease office and warehouse space at reduced rates from the Department of Agriculture.

Based on preliminary negotiations between DEQ and the Department of Agriculture,  $67,350 or approximately 30% of the
current cost to house 15 positions and provide warehouse space could be saved each year by leasing available space from
the Department of Agriculture.  Currently, DEQ houses 10 environmental scientist positions at Summa Court (between Essen
and Bluebonnet) in 4,117 square feet of leased space at $10.44 per sq/ft.  These positions analyze criteria pollutants relative
to ozone.  DEQ leases 1,409 square feet at roughly $40.47 per sq/ft to house 5 chemist positions in air toxics.  As well, DEQ
leases 16,626 square feet of warehouse space in Port Allen at approximately $7.41 per sq/ft to store boats and surveillance
equipment.  In aggregate, the Department of Agriculture has initially proposed the use of 17,644 available square feet of
space by DEQ at $8.83 per sq/ft., which would represent a savings to DEQ of $67,350 per year ((4,117 sq. ft.  X  $10.44) +
(1,409 sq. ft.  X  $40.47 rounded)  +  (16,626 sq. ft.  X  $7.41 rounded)  -  (17,644 sq. ft.  X  $8.83))  =  $67,350.   The
space proposed by the Department of Agriculture is 4,508 square feet less than the 22,152 square feet currently used by 
DEQ.  The departments have not reached a final agreement on the use of this space.  Costs are assumed constant for the 5
year horizon of this fiscal note. 

Self-generated revenue to the Louisiana Agricultural Finance Authority would increase by the lease amount paid by DEQ for
facilities under control of the authority, or approximately $155,797 annually based on preliminary discussions between the
two agencies.   The facilities currently leased by DEQ to house the employees and equipment addressed by this streamline
note are owned by private entities.
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