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Chairmen 
 
Preamble: 
The following comments on this cover sheet have been prepared at the Mercatus Center by Hon. 
Maurice McTigue. The purpose of the analysis was to identify issues that the committee might 
pursue and finally develop into recommendations to the full commission.  

• The suggested recommendations are based on very limited information and the 
committee’s local knowledge may determine that the suggestions are not viable. In that 
case the Committee should discard the suggested recommendation.  

• If the Committee thinks the suggestion has merit then they should refer it to officials for 
their analysis. 

• Some of our suggestions may be recommending a practice that is already in place, in 
which case the recommendation may be put aside or may be worded to endorse that 
practice or to extend it further than is the current practice. 

 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

• Agricultural Chemistry program could be contracted out. The expenditure section of the 
report seems to indicate full cost recovery. $888,823 Already recovered. 

• The Horticulture Commission seems to be redundant activity for the government. Suggest 
turning it over to the industry or cancelling. $564,204 Zero budget cost. 

• The Boll Weevil Eradication Commission could be managed as full cost recovery. This 
should really be a cost against growing cotton. $6,867,281 Cost recovery. 

• The Pesticide Certification could be transferred to community colleges on a contractural 
basis. Contracts should require evidence of acquiring the required knowledge. $201,125 
Cost recovery.  

• The AES- Pep Pesticide Inspections and Enforcement program should be run as full cost 
recovery. $3,508,077 Cost recovery.  

• The Plant Pest Quarantine Programs should be run in as full cost recovery. $1,079,633 
Cost recovery. 

• The Regulatory Seed Testing & Louisiana Seed Certification Programs could be passed 
on to the industry to run if not it should be full cost recovery. $963,551 Cost recovery 

• The Dairy- Stabilization Program should be cancelled as redundant. $357,408 returned to 
Treasury as savings.  

• The Louisiana Agricultural Commodities Commission program should be repealed due to 
no continuing justification for its existence. $1,193,121 returned to Treasury as savings.   

• Weights and Measures Program, should be assigned with any other weights and measures 
activity to the new Department of Commerce. Resources as needed should be reassigned 
as well. $3,451,496 reassigned. 

From the Desk of Hon. Maurice McTigue



 

• The Veterinary Health Division should be run as full cost recovery. $3,232,694 Cost 
recovery. 

• The Livestock Brand Commission should be dissolved and the responsibilities handed 
over to the industry. $1,495,269 returned to the Treasury as savings. 

• The State Meat Inspection Program, should be full cost recovery. $1,300,000 Cost 
recovery.  

• The Food Quality Service Program should full cost recovery. $321,000 Cost recovery. 
• The Poultry & Egg Program should be full cost recovery. $156,000 Cost recovery.  
• The Commodity Distribution Program: no recommendation. 
• The Forestry Protection Program should recover cost where there is private benefit. 

Savings unable to be determined. 
• The Forestry Management Program is not government business- but instead, should be 

handled by the private sector. If it remains government operated this program should be 
full cost recovery. $8,439,370 Cost recovery.  

• The Forestry Information & Education Program should either be dissolved or full cost 
recovery. $1,352,777 Cost recovery. 

• The Reforestation Program should really be a private business and should be sold.  If it is 
retained it be full cost recovery. $1,500,000  

• The Forestry Enforcement Program should be a Police matter as it deals with criminal 
activity. It should be cancelled or transferred to Police. $1,263,984 transferred to the 
Treasury as savings. 

• The Office of Management and Finance should now be re formed according to the new 
functions and structures. Savings should be able to be achieved but are unable to be 
assessed at this stage. $15,732,075  

• The Office of Soil and Water Conservation Program should be transferred to the 
Department of Natural Resources or the new Department of Conservation. Total funds 
amount to $125 million. 

 
Savings: 

• Total saving based on all recommendations being accepted. $34,654,317 
• Transfer to new Department of Conservation $125 million 
• If  the creation of the Department of Conservation was supported then Fisheries and its 

resources would transfer into Agriculture and Forestry. 
 




















































