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State Sen. Barrow Peacock, R-Shreveport, is the first to admit he’s

not a teacher.

However, the freshman senator said he fully supports a resolution

passed in the legislative session urging legislators to substitute teach.

Thursday, Peacock put his own spin on the resolution by visiting

classrooms at Parkway High School and speaking with students and

teachers.

“By no means am I a teacher, but I can assist in the classroom and

observe what it’s like for teachers and students,” he said.

Peacock said he was most interested in finding out the issues facing

students and school staff.

“I really want their feedback,” he said. “We

need to hear how the laws we pass affect you
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Sen. Barrow Peacock and civics teacher Dale Bozeman talk with students in Bozeman's class at Parkway High
School as part of the state's "Be Proud to Teach" program. / Jim Hudelson/The Times
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and how we can tweak what we have to get

laws that we can all benefit from.”

In a year where education reform became the

key issue for legislators, principal Nancy

Bourgeois said Peacock’s visit allowed her to

show the senator how those reforms and other

policies affect schools.

“The opportunity to demonstrate to a state

policy maker such as Senator Peacock the

heightened levels of achievement we have attained through our

commitment to excellence is welcomed and appreciated,” Bourgeois

said. “In fact, it is a great honor to illuminate the dedication of our staff

and the achievements of our students.”

For students, the visit gave them an opportunity to ask questions of

the senator. In Richard Bozeman’s sophomore civics class, students

asked Peacock for details on state issues such as tax credits and

school growth.

Students also questioned Peacock on his views of federal issues,

including the DREAM Act and health care reform under President

Barack Obama.

“Not all of it is bad, but the plan puts a strain on the American people

and the overall economy, and for that, it should be repealed,” he told

the class.

Bozeman’s students said the experience made them feel a part of the

legislative process.

“It gave us a voice,” said Matthew Pagan, a sophomore.

Ainsley Diglormo said she plans to vote when she turns 18 in July, and

Peacock’s visit helped to bring the lessons she learned in the

classroom to real life.

“It was very informative, and it made it so we could feel more

comfortable coming to him again to talk about issues that affect us,”

Diglormo said.
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