
          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
          DATE: 05.20.11 
          FROM: SEN. LONG 
          PHONE: 318.628.5799 
 
 

UPDATE FROM 2011 FISCAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 

SENATOR LONG EXPRESSES DEDICATION TO STATE EMPLOYEES AND 
STUDENTS IN LIGHT OF BUDGET DEFICIT 

 
As the legislature seeks to rectify $1.6 billion in budget shortfalls, lawmakers have had mixed responses to 
Governor Jindal’s proposals to balance state spending. The administration’s package includes initiatives aimed at 
cutting state positions, privatizing state operations and protecting the state’s merit-based college scholarship 
program, TOPS. Senator Gerald Long (R-District 31) has authored legislation which would give the Governor 
greater flexibility in addressing future deficits. Currently, roughly 70% of the $24.9 billion budget is statutorily or 
constitutionally protected. Of the almost 30% which is subject to cuts, over 60% represents funding for healthcare 
and higher education. Sen. Long’s legislation, part of the Governor’s legislative package, would increase the 
administration’s discretion to reduce future funding for some of the currently protected funds from 5% to 10%, 
mitigating the current disproportionate cuts to healthcare and higher education.  
 
One of the administration’s proposals to address the state’s deficit calls for both the conversion of state-operated 
centers to privately-operated facilities and the sale of certain state correctional centers through a competitive bid 
process. The plan includes the sale of the Winn Correctional Center near Winnfield. These initiatives met with 
uncertainty Tuesday when the House Appropriations Committee rejected the privatization and sale of prisons as a 
source of funding for state expenses and instead tapped other state programs and funds. Ultimately, such a plan 
would need approval from the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget. Sen. Gerald Long said: “The proposals 
to sell state prisons seem to be a conflict in economics, especially if the state pays more for the facility to be 
operated privately than it currently costs the Department of Corrections. As a member of the Joint Budget 
Committee, I will work to do what is best for our state’s employees.” 
 
Additionally, in an attempt to aid Louisiana’s students, the administration has proposed drawing on funds from 
the state’s tobacco settlement through the Millenium Trust to fully fund TOPS. Currently, roughly 50% of 
Louisiana students who attend in-state institutions do so using the state’s merit-based award program. 
Legislation by Senator Alario (R-District 8) approved by  the Senate Tuesday would move 100% of settlement 
proceeds into the  TOPS fund once the Millenium Trust reaches a balance of $1.38 billion. This would allocate 
$92.3 million to the program for the next fiscal year. Sen. Long said: “TOPS is a valuable state program to 
many Louisiana’s residents and deserves to be prioritized. I will continue to support Louisiana’s students by 
making college an affordable reality as TOPS aims to do.” 
 
To address Louisiana’s long-term budget issues, the Jindal administration is exploring the possibility of hiring a 
private company to run the health insurance program for state employees and retirees currently administered by 
the Office of Group Benefits. The administration argues that privatization would cut costs and improve 
efficiency. However, lawmakers and others have questioned whether a private company would be able to keep 
state costs low and still provide quality services to workers. The proposal, which requires Joint Legislative 
Committee on the Budget approval, would affect roughly 62,000 employees, retirees and dependents and reduce 
the number of employees in the Office of Group Benefits. Sen. Long said: “As I assess our state’s health 
insurance program, I will continue to put our state workers and retirees first. I will not allow any plan regarding 



the Office of Group Benefits to affect the security or integrity of our insurance programs or the citizens they 
serve.”  
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