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SENATOR BRET ALLAIN FILES BILL TO REHABILITATE LOUISIANA'S RED
SNAPPER FISHERIES

On March 25, 2013, a temporary emergency rule was published in the
Federal Register that gives NOAA Fisheries the authority to set separate
closure dates for the recreational red snapper season in federal waters off
individual Gulf of Mexico states. The closure dates are dependent on whether
state regulations are consistent with federal regulations for the recreational
red snapper season length or bag limit. This action was requested by the Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council at their February meeting to provide a
distribution of recreational red snapper fishing opportunities among anglers in
all of the Gulf of Mexico states.

The emergency rule has set Louisiana’s red snapper season at only
nine days for the 2013 season. As recently as 2007, the season was 194
days. Senator Allain believes that this unprecedented action deserves an
examination by the Legislature on how to help Louisiana’s fisheries recover.

“If NOAA Fisheries believes the situation in Louisiana is so dire that its
citizens can only fish for nine days, then we should take drastic steps to help
our state’s fisheries recover more quickly.”

“l propose that until such time that the fisheries and season return to a
more normal level, the harvest, the sale, or the transportation for sale of red
snapper should be prohibited in Louisiana and her waters.”

“1 will introduce SB 157 this session to accomplish this and will invite
NOAA Fisheries, the Louisiana representatives to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, and all stakeholders to come to the Senate Natural
Resources Committee to join in the discussion about what is best for the
health of the fisheries in the State of Louisiana.”

"No one is more disheartened by this than | am that these drastic
measures may be necessary. Since | was a young child, | have enjoyed
snapper at our local restaurants and fishing for them with my father. | couldn’t
imagine not having this resource available for future generations of
Louisianans, and | will do everything in my power to restore the snapper
fisheries as soon as possible for everyone to enjoy.”

--Senator Bret Allain



