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Budgets, and bills and handling crises—those are just some of the things
that go on at Louisiana's State Capitol.

There are also educational opportunities; bringing government to life—like on a recent
legislative tour by a Southfield Middle School history class, complete with its own personal
senator.

District 37 State Senator Barrow Peacock led the tour.

“It's great to see the future of our community here in Baton Rouge.” Peacock said.

The senator personally escorted the group of 8th graders through the House and Senate
chambers.

“It's important that they learn the history of our state,” said Peacock, “it's a very colorful state.”

For Southfield Middle's students it was a chance to make their school books come to life.

“We spent the 8th grade year studying Louisiana history and government,” said history teacher
Eric Lee, “and at the end of the year students take a tour and see first hand the many things
we've been studying throughout the year.”

“We were instructed to put what we learned in the classroom into the experience.” student
Mary Beth Muslow told KTBS-3.

“I thought it was very cool,” said student Dayton Hintz, “I like watching them do voting and
stuff.”

“I really thought it was interesting how the whole political system works in Louisiana,” 8th
grader Ty Forrest said, “I really like debates and how they figure out how to work with the bills
to orient them to fit everybody in the state; how they fit them to people rather than
themselves.”

Some pretty cool observations from an 8th grader.

“They asked a lot of good questions,” said Senator Peacock, “questions that concerned them.
Like drivers education—why can't we go to drivers-ed in eighth grade?”

But the tour wasn't all about bills and laws.
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“I didn't expect it to be this big inside.” Southfield student Alisha Karan told KTBS-3.

“I found out this is one of the largest state capitol buildings in the country,” said Muslow, “and
the detailed architecture of the building was very fascinating.”

“The Louisiana State Capitol is the most visited in the country.” Senator Peacock added.

He did have a main message for the kids.

“He mentioned something about the bill for money.” Muslow said.

“He talked about the main thing that they're doing this session is the budget and getting the
economy straightened out.” added Hintz.

It seemed like a successful tour—learning about people, buildings and bills.

“Being here at the state capitol,” Lee explained, “we spend a lot of time studying about
government; how a bill becomes law and our senators and representatives and the kids see it
all in action.”

“I represent them.” said the Senator.
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