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SEN. MORRELL SETS SPECIAL HEARING
TO EXAMINE LEAD-CONTAMINATED PLAYGROUND ISSUES

SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
TO MEET MARCH 10TH IN NEW ORLEANS

The Senate Environmental Affairs Committee, chaired by District 3 State Senator Jean-
Paul "JP" Morrell (D-New Orleans), will hold a special hearing in New Orleans to discuss on-
going problems with lead contamination at New Orleans parks and playgrounds. The special
meeting is set for Thursday, March 10th beginning at 1:00 pm at the New Orleans City Council
Chambers. 

"It is extremely important for the state to account for the lack of environmental testing
post-Katrina in the New Orleans area," Sen. Morrell said. "As we move forward in our on-
going rebuilding effort, the citizens of this city should be given as much information as possible
regarding environmental issues in their neighborhoods."

At the special hearing, Sen. Morrell will also discuss his plans to introduce legislation at
the upcoming regular legislative session aimed at cleaning up contamination at recreational
sites and returning the properties back to safe use by the public. Morrell will propose the state
reestablish the so-called Brownsfield tax credit program, a program that provided transferable
tax credits to those who invest in the clean up of contaminated properties. The tax credit, once
available in Louisiana for the clean-up of industrial and manufacturing sites, expired at the
end of 2009.

"I believe that if we re-establish the tax credits and include recreational properties in
the tax credit program we would encourage public-private partnerships to address the
environmental issues that are impeding the redevelopment of our city and standing in the way
of a better quality of life for all of our citizens," Sen. Morrell said. 

The 2011 regular session of the legislature begins April 25, 2011 and ends no later than
June 23, 2011.    
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